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The Mystery of the· Monument 

At a meeting of the Inde­
pendence Day Celebration 
-Advisory Committee, Chair­
man Bob Pasch announced 
that with the cooP,Cration of 
the Mayor's office and vil­
lage civic organizations, the 
Babylon Village Youth Pro­
ject kids will present a July 
4th Celebration again this 
year called "The Mystery of 
the Monument In the Park". 

---- ----------- --- - -

In Argyle Park 

~: ,...•.:;,. ·( .;: . , ., . ; 
The Independence Day Know mucn aoout. ~ow it's 

Celebration will be held at gabled top with bas-relief 
the Conklin House on Deer crossed sabres and above 
Park Avenue between 10:00 similar crossed muskets on 
A.M. and 1:00 P.M. Sun- its base, its message pro­
day, July 2, 1989. claims, .. This Monument is 

Just east of the Forest erected to honor and perpet­
Falls of Argyle Park, uate the memory of Capt. 
flanked by tall pines there Joel Cook, a brave soldier 
stands an imposing marble who served in the American 
and granite commemorative Army throughout the Revo­
stde, that nobody seems to (Continued on Page 16) 
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--- -------,------- - ------:-------------------------- . -, . - --- - ---
~ t.1" ~ v,.f~ i MQJlument Mystery (Continued from Page 1) _____________ _ 

a. lutio~ary War and who also lage for eighteen years until one of Tecumseh's braves 
~ recruited and commanded a his death in J 828? and received praise from the 
o company in the War of 1812. lips of General William 
~ Born at Wallingford, Conn. The kids learned that a Henry Harrison and of the 
; October 12, 1760 Died at group of distinguished vii- battles of the War of 1812, 
1 Babylon, L. I. Dec. 8, I 851 lagers met at the George his capture by the British 

a, His Patriotism, heroism and Street home of Judge James and imprisonment in winter 
I manly virtues merit emula- B. Cooper on June 16, 1906, at Quebec and finally the 
r,; tion by the pres~nt and eighty-three years ago, to pioneeringdays-inOhio. The 
N future generations.* form the Joel Cook Monu- old man showed them the 
~ "Who beyond these brief ment Association. Among scalp and his gold medal and 
~- facts, was Joel Cook? Why the founders of the associ- became a vivid living link for 
i:' was he-chosen for this ation in addition to "Squire" the children of Babylon with 
~ honor? By whom and when Cooper, as he was affection- the stirring events that led to 
i was the monument erected? ately known to Babylon the founding of our nation 
1- These and other questions Villagers was Dr. Edward seventy-five years before. No 

started Darrel Ford, the Dodd, Charles A. DuBois, wonder that th~ youth and 
youth project director, and Miss Florence Cutting and children grown old decided 
the kids investigating. After many others who had to memorialize their hero 
only a preiiminary study the known Captain Cook in and friend fifty-five years 
mysteries proliferated . Why their youth or childhood: later. Planned events include 
was Cook selected for such The ninety year old veteran a Living History Encamp-

>­a:: 
a monument when he only had sat with them and ment of the Huntington 
resided in our village for a related tales of seeing Militia, an exhibit of mate­
scant eighteen months at the Washington, "Mad" rial relating to Captain Joel 
end of a very long life, rather Anthony Wayne, Lafayette Cook's career, a narrated 
than such native sons as and of his participation in pageant in which costumec1 
David Smith and a member the storming of the British youngsters will reenact the 
of the' Verity family who citadel at Stonypoint and of events of Cook's life and 
served in the American seven years of Revolution- times and a procession, with 
Revolution or Colonel ary battles and campaigns, patriotic music and floats, to 
Abraham Skinner, who then later the desperate· the monument for a con­
·•ryed on Washington's staff Indian b!Utle at Tippecanoe, eluding ceremony and 
and resided in Babylon Vil- where he. look the scalp of refreshments. During the 
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past year the youth project 
kids have gathered informa­
tion about Captain Joel 
Cook and visited the sites of 
many significant chapters in 
his life. such as Wallingford, 
Conn., West Point, Stony 
Point, Valley Forge, Morris­
town, Yonkers and Hastings 
on Hudson. In the next two 
issues of the Beacon an 
account of these researchs 
will appear entitled, "The 
Life and Adventures of Cap­
tain Joel Cook" by Darrel 
Ford. 

Chairman Pasch thanked 
the advisory committee for 
their willingness to help 
again , which he jokingly 
referred to as a "rounding up 
of the usual suspects". They 
include Dianne Gilmore, 
Joan Nilsen, Lyn Rohl, 
Midge Wormser, Skip 
Gardner and Frank Martino. 
They agreed that the event 
should be a community 
affair that will restore the 
celebration of Independence 
Day to its traditional, patri­
otic evocation of our com­
mon history. 
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Reference Department 
Main library 

State University of New York at Stony Brook 

Stony Brook, New York 11794 

telephone: (516) 246-5977 

April 27, 1983 
MEMORANDUM 

To 

From 

Subject 

Date 

Maria Fiol 

Barbara Shupe ~ 
Argyle Lake 

April 27, 1983 

On the earliest map we have, Argyle Lake is shown. I do not 
know whether it was a natural pond or a dammed up stream. Chances 
are it was dammed, since our earliest maps are 1835, yet settlers 
were in area since around 1660. 

On newer maps, Argyle Lake is shown as Memorial Park, with name of 
Lake not appearing. The 1954 USGS quad map mistakenly labeled 
the Lake as Memorial Pond (Bay Shore West Quad). 

A good source of information on the origins of the Lake might 
be Rufus Langhans, the Huntington Town Historian -- or consult 
the earlynTown records. 
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LOCAL HISTOP'( 
COLLECT~~ j 

. GYLoN PUBL C US .• MtY 

OAtfU-<f~ _ 

15 December 1989 

Phil S. Dixon 
Assistant Director 
Public Relations 
Kansas City Royals 
P.O. Box 419969 

VILLAGE OF BABYLON 
INCORPORATED 1893 

153 WEST MAIN STREET 
BABYLON, NEW YORK 11702 

Kansas City, Missouri 64141 

Dear Phil, 

STEWART M. ALDRICH 
Village Hi.swrian 

I apologize for taking so long to reply to your October 19th letter. 

Enclosed is a photocopy of a portion of a large framed photograph of the 
Argyle Hotel. Since the photocopy was made with the photo behind glass 
in its frame it does not show the quality of the original which is quite 
good. According to the photographer I consulted it can be photographed 
and printed 5"x 7" with good Quality. The cost for one S"x 711 black 
and white print will be$ 40.00. It would take about a month to do. The 
photo is the property of the Village of Babylon Historical & Preserva­
tion Society and a check should be payable to them. 

I also enclose photocopies of the following: 

Part of an 1888 map showing the Argyle complex with the Hotel, Cottages, 
etc .. Blythburne lake is now Argyle Lake. South Oyster Bay Turnpike is 
now Babylon Village's West Main St. also known as Montauk Hwy.,Rte 27A. 

An article dated 31 Jan. 1989 I compiled which is a brief history of the 
Argyle Hotel. 

Two items re: basebal 1 at the Argyle which appeared in the South Side 
Signal (a Babylon Weekly,1871-1920)on 22 Aug. & 10 Oct. 1885. 

An article "Black Baseball History .in Babylon Village" which appeared in 
the Beacon (a Babylon Weekly) on 19 Feb. 1987. 

An article by Marilyn Milloy "Every One of Us could have made the Major 
Leagues" which appeared in Newsday 7 June 1989. 

As you can see most of my information came from Art Rust,Jr's book and 
the "Official Encyclopedia of Baseball", 1951 edition. There may have 
been other items in local newspapers about the Argyle and Baseball, but 
searching for them is a tedious job and so far I have not tried. 

You said you had photos of four members of the Argyle team. The Village 
of Babylon Historical & Preservation Society would, I am sure, like to 
have copies of them if ii could be arranged. 

Encl: 
75 \\'OOOSOME ROAD • BABYLON, NEW YORK 11702 
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PROBLEM LINE. 
By Anita Richterman 
q. Could you tell ml! about Argyle Park in·· 
Babylon? When were the railings and waterfall 
built? Also, is the lake at the park fresh or salt 
water? .:__F. M., South Farmingdale 

A. J . Stanley Foster, a philanthropist who lived 
in the village, had an architect design the 
flume, falls, and balustrade, which were all pat­
terned aft~r a similar design in Florida. It was _ 
completed in the latter pa~..Q(the.1920s ancioe­
fore Foster died, lie lefi-instructions to the vil­
lage that the design of the falls and concrete 
balustrade surrounding them were not to be dis­
turbed. This created difficulties because storms 
and the passing of time had damaged the balus~ 
trades. Village officials finally ordered them re­
moved and new forms were made duplicating 
the old, then were put back in place. The water 
in the lake is fresh but the · water in the basin 
does have some salinity because its outlet is in 
Great South Ba-y (the falls , go· from the lake . 
down to the basin and then into Carlls River). 
The lake is a fairly large one, measuring about • 
5 or 6 acres although it is only about 3 feet 
deep. During the summer months, the park 
(which is in the center of Babylon Village, l,e. · 
tween routes 109 and 231 on Montauk High- .. • 
way), is frequently the scene of wedding 
ceremonies, and bridal picture-taking ae88ions·· 
occur four or five times a day almost every Sat­
urday and Sunday. _.. . . ~ , .··. - . 
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eautiful Argyle Lakes, Princely Gift to Babylon 
7 By q,n· Anonymous Donor, To Be Made a Public Paf 

VI~ r,f Lllr::-c T.akc Loolclni: North. 

(Sp,y; ial tn The F:aqle.) 
Babylon, L . I., D ec. 10-'\Vlth the 

recent announcement that a donor, 
whoSEI name was not made public, 
;.,tanned to give the famol)s Argyl e 
Lakes and surrounding parcels of 
'and to the Village of Bahylon, the 
,I i-earn of citizens of this community 
i-or two gener a tions gives promise of 

I 
3. The Yn.d1t Basin. 

(l(l0 the l a k ()S a.nd land Included 
propos1' <l gift was d e f eated by t 
lag-e vote,rs in M arch, 1920, by 
of l!l8 to 74. The villa ge has . 
h<'en conset·vative • about bondi 
sPl f ,. and in view of th e fact t h 
n t•Cf'51" i t.~- f or roads w as forcing 
o r about $1W,000 on the village, 
fusrd to add to th e bl)rrl en in s 
a n ri !most unanimous hope th 
l a k es som e day could b e hough t 
,•i!lag-e. The price a sk ed by t h e 
r:st ::i tr w n" t:hnu g-ht to be low. 

lielng realized . 
ThEI lakes are on the western edge 

.,f the village and are visible from the 
uiany trains that pa~s through the 
,·illage on th e Long Island Railroad. 
The newly concreted Mont.auk High . 2. Ronclway .J'assln::- B _l'tw1•cn T,nkrs. 
•.,;ay ~11 t s Sl'J ll ,'l. r r lv throti h t~Ji v pro- -

,.. .. .,.;.;.ft,_;,,..-,,i_m· ~.:=iri!lilaura. ng the. drain■ the lake, wa,s damm<'d more and Brooklynltcs flocked out to 
Yaeht Basin, with Its opening Into the than a hundred years ago: Power i~abvlon (o r ·1.h e summer.' It b ecame 
bay, · from the upper l a k es. from the dam first was used to th e ·" chi c .. thin g- in better socl C'tY _t~ 

The upper l akes a_lread y are land•· oper a t e an old grist mill, and a nar- spend the summer "at .th e Arg yle. 
ecapej, heing a p art' of Argyl e Park row sand road, now the Montaulc The big- f our-story hotel w as fill ed 
proper, whi ch ha:i been d ev eloper! by r Hig hway , _ p a ssed by the old l and- with soci <' ty l ea d ers. Th e undert_along 
private capital Into a choice, r estricted marlc In 18 :,9 the grist mill man e w as a p'1rt of th e S011th si rl c lta1\roa.d 
r esldEnce section. Bits of wootlland . w a y for a f1" p er mi'll, opcr n tC'd by c] evelopm ent and th e l :11111 w as rur­
-~rraces a n <l s;opin g- banks have b cf' n Sh erm a n T wc c<l y , " ·ho cam r, to L on g- C'lu1scrl from E. D. Lit c h fi eld. " · h r n 
placed by landscape experts; anrl f orm l sl a ntJ a y o1in g- m :i.n , with hi s tr:i d c th ~ pro.l<' <' l. a lon g w ith n th r rs _ inelurl -
a seUng for th e cl <'nr fresh wat .. , o f r a pe r m akin g- al r ead y l<'arn cd . Mr. 111 g- th o r:1ilroacJ , w cnt o n f 111 anc1al 
ba'lln, that a r c unsurpn ssed. Th e· i;- ifl 'l' WC' " clY, n o w v1st SO y P:ir,:; of' a i;c roC' kS, Mr. J. i l c ll(ic lcl w as a h eavy 
to '.he vtllngc will in c lude !leveral of hu t ha l e a n<I h,,arty, J.,11ilt up a los<'I' , It i s s:1icl . 
tbeae smn.ll groves a nd a f !:W (Pet of pros1w r o u s 1, u sin,·ss hr-f\vc·c·n t l1<• firing Dc•,·"1op1, 1t n~· Wllllnm 7.IC'~lf'r. 
and entirely aro 11n<I the Ja.k"s. Tn of th r first g11n of th e C ivil War at \Villi:irn ½i• •g-l l' r, pr1 •sid, •1it nf t h e 
~ l\e nlrldle of the ln.rg-r,r of Urn thrf'I:' Fort S11rn t1·r and th e s11rr1•nd r r of H o\': t I 1.::1 kin g- 1 •owrler Cnm pn 11 ~-. ! !t ,·n 
;akes Is a small I sland that can hc L !:e. pni·c ha:,,•d th e prop ert~· :in,I -1~- , 
m ~de c•speclally attractiv e by r a i sing The pn.pPr mill d c pen<l <'d upon v •·lorwd it ag a l'<·strlett!d n ·s1d ,• 11 '· " 

~ :odd Ing. . straw. 1·:i. is(•d 011 L o_n.i; I sland, for ltrs rsc•c·t ion, 'whi c h still r el:1ins t lt e '." "·"' ' 1 
·:,<., \.11 th or the Montauk Htg~way, th e raw pro duc t., an,! w i th tit !' c·11ttt11g- np of Argy l<' Park. :Mn.iy 111·<> m 111 1' nl. , 

,;'\ft lncludea tll n Y:i r ht n as tn, a f r w or farms into :, 111: t l 1,, r tracts n nd l lt Pir I famil i ,.8 live in the h r a.nt i 1' 11 1 llnrn es, r 
leet lo\ver tha n 111'~ la J,,~s. op"'ning <'han .i ( t ? t.,> n1on : i"11l.1' n siv,~ n11 •th11dH, 1 and wt~11 pavt•1l .. 41·ee t ~ h ,•:: i- i 11 t:' l ·~ ng-- ~ 
i nto the ha~,. Thn w:if.<' r ft-om th n ,; traw cr•:isC' cl to ltn a s111'1'ic-l• ·ntl v 1)11 - li s lt and ~cot.I' ll narn<'H 1wr :, 111:11, , tit<' '. 
lakes Is !f'd Into the Yacht H:i sir, portant hy-p1·<Hl 11<•t l.o ,inst ,ri.: th o 1:,·illslt f o 1111il ('r". J\1111,11 1;· 11t 1· 111 :in• · 
'. h rough a. A))lll-wa y that itself l s n farin r, r s In h :11111111: 11 to Urn ntill. Mr. Mo1111·nsr, lJ1111<1cc , c,,111< •, 0 11·. A n:~·1,, , I 
1,r:auty spot, and. whkh can bo m a d r,, Twc·,·,.1~· di sp,,s, ·tl c,f th e r:.tc to1·y. Card- JJ0 11 r: l:1.s, C:1l<'d o 11i :t an<l ~ 111 :1.rl. av !:s. '. 
, hould lt be so d <'rl,l ed, to. OPl'rn.t c boanJ and coars<' 1· i:;ra d r,,; o f p a p er Thi s b C' aulif11I sediqn h o rd t!rs on th e 
,Jynamos to supply !i g-ht." for th e c n- w e-r e th e principa l product or th e Jakes which arc to he 1-:·i,·,•11 to th r· j 
ti re pe.rk. Thi ;; could h P. done, cx- mill. village. In fact, It I s t:.1(• attractiv e I 
norts say, with out m a rring th e b eauty Austin Corhin, railroa d bu!ld r, r and back h rciund f ormed by th e w ell k ept, 
o t th~ spill-way. • capita li st , with a visi o n a qua rter of lawns, dignifi ed English type houses j 

The Ya cht Basin offers a landing a century ah.cad of his .ttme, an(! shad y ;;roves that gives the laltcs 
place for sm n.n era. ft. Some two acre<> bou g h t th e sni-ro nnrling property, a nd th e greater part of their unu!>u:.t l I 

_The n ame o f t! " a - p r 
will n ever b e mad" public, J f' 
R obhms, who acted in tlrn m n t 
the giver, h a s declared. Mr. J· 
nppenr ed a t a r ecent meetln~ 
Yill c'.i::-e board a nd announced-! 
Pnbl ic-s;pirited ci t izen " w a s r<' 
si g-n a ·ch eck for th e amount o f 
,1sk ed f or the property by th" 
r ~tn te if th e boa rd would :ice, 
ln k <' s for the vlll ::ige. The bo:i 
111 C' tli :i t c l:--· ::t('CC'p ted . Mr. Rob l,i 
t ltrit. i t " "rtS prohri h! (' that t h, 
would h c ·1 r :i 11,r,,n ,. <l t o t h C' 
din' c t ft·o n• t h e"' prPsi ·· nt ow n , 
dnn n1··~ n .. 1n1 c not. :1ppt: :1 ,·i 11 c; 

of l and go wi t h I.ho g i ft h c r c, It " ' l a un <:lw d. with -otlw r :; imilnr 'proj <'<-1[1 ch n rm. . . . " . ., 
tl}l.9 pn.rcel t h a t offer s the great c~t on L oni; Tis!:i tHI , a hot.c l and w a t<Jrln g- . Th ~ gift rn made without strings, 
e>ppo· tunity f o r fn t 111·c d P.vc l opmrnt.. pince <J eve lopm" nt. Eng lish an<l It_ h as b een ~t a t ed. . Th ~ onl~ pro­
At li'.tl e expel" se small sh Pl tr· rs, l :cn cl - Scotch capita l was int i> r ested. th e I v1s1on thn.t ,y11! be conta ined 111 thP. 
Ing pl a ces, a bit. of beach a nd tre<'s Duke of Argyle being one -of the In- deeding- of the property to the\ v 1ll :11: ,' . 
wouU make It Ideal fo1· summrr vest.ors. A l a rge hot!•! wa,; ,, 1·,,c t t ·J will b e that it remain p erp c111 a ll y rt . 
w a t e·lng par1.i'?s. lt will t,'! th e onl y and the lakes w <' rn nrn.a e · ,1. part ol' a p ark or amusement pl:1.ce f or t h,i : 
landin,; place o•.vp (•d hy th e v1\lag-e. !and scap" schr•m e 1.h -, t st ill .1nstifi es vi!l:-i.gc; and that the Ianclin_g pince 
The bal'<ln h as a water frontag e of th e dt·,.ant r r h ea 11tv thnt w as Its I n ev er b e used for commcrc1al "= " ~-
•hott 600 tect. bnil rl c ,·'s T'l c ho1 .-,·1 prospPrcrl for a I poses. The upper lnkes off•. r ~1, " X • 

• Site of Hlsto1'1c l\llll. w hil r . , :· ·;:, ito of Its then trenienrlous cellent place for skat ing in th e ·,•: in t ~r. 
cirn•9 River, a sma, '. stream that I p1· i C' f's; , $~ ~- •1ay nn<l up. N ew Yorkera A proposition to purch a s,, f o r $~ , ,-


