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g A Captain Joel S:«ion Cort O it
' Cook Update o oo

By Darrel Ford y LOCAL H

In the March 20, 1997 issue of the BEACON, : QABYLOIINSJTI"%RB{.IC(?I%}-ECTION
| wrote that during a visit to a museum in Wales | - BRARY
came upon a diorama depicting "our" Captain Joel . :

Cook surrendering a flag to British forces at Detroit By

“in 1812. Bryn Owen, FMA, Curator ol The Welch

Regiment Museum of the Royal Regiment of Wales

(24th/41st Foot) at the Black and Barbican Towers :

- The Castle - Cardiff CF1 2RB, has replied to my R

letter. e i
His letter reads in part: "Thank you for your : '

‘enquiry, the news cuttings and documentation (I had |

sent copies of all BEACON articles relatng to

Cook, the results of Babylon Village Youth Project .

researches in US and Canadian archives and photos

of the monument to him in Argyle Park). All have

been added to that section of the muscum which

covers the regiment's activities during that period in

its history which we Brits refer to as the An-

. ) . L
glo/American War |1812-14. e e ZO@Q,/ //; 7‘0 T
It was most intéresting to hear of your chance " . ' 9
discovery of the regimental connection with Jocl it :
Cook - a brave soldier whose task in what could be : :

deseribed as a British walk over at Fort Detroit in

1812 was respected but not envied. However, | am _ - fET e
glad that his services to his country are today hon- e o e
ored in Babylon. He is well deserving ol it! : ey ! £y

. The Fourth Regiment of US Infantry (would) S P e

had it not been for the indecisiveness of its superi- N
R ors (General William Hull) undoubtedly, with other ;
i defenders, have made the capture of Fort Detroit .
(and subsequently the greatest surrender of US terri- S
tory in our history) extremely difficult for the ; £ g v .-
British. Such decisions are difficult to accept by e - _ o
those who would under different circumstances have o : ' E
defended Detroit to the last man. | enclose with i ; ;
g my reply a likeness of the 4th's National Colour
& and one of the Regimental Colour of the 41st which
in 1816 carried the battle honour 'Detroit' together
. with some harder won honours gained during the :
same war. The colour , . . has been restored and ’ ;
framed and has until very recently been a prime ex- :
hibit in this museum for almost twenty years. [t
has now been removed from public display for fur- i
ther conservation work . . . it will be back on dis- i _
play before the end of the year. Had | been present _ ' 3 g
in the museum during your visit, | would have taken ‘
great pleasure in allowing you to view, what is still
regarded here as a natjonal as well as a regimental
J treasure, =
‘Two oflicers, father and son, named” Richard
Bullock (the. man who received the surrender from
: : Captain Cook) were serving with the 41st Fool
during 1812-14, It was Richard Bullock, Jnr. who
received the colours . . . (He) was Commissioned as
Ensign in 1805 and promoted Licutenant in August
1808 (and) he served throughout the war.  Aller "
Detroit he was present at Moravianstown  (your
(Continued on Pg. 20)
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A Captaln Joel Cook U date

of t'hc 4th American

Colpur \ .
Regiment . of |nfantry, .which with the‘ Regi-
meatal Colour “was surrendered Dby Captain
Joel Cook to' the 4lst Foot at Fort Detroit,
August 14, 1812

National

Battle of the Thamc.s} and was the only officer of
that part of the rcglmc:nt involved in that disaster
who was not made prisaner. Neither (the father,
nor the son) were included in the embarkation re-
turn of the 4lst on its leaving Quebec for the
United K.lnbdum_m |815. There js reason to be-
lieve that both, took :their discharge and advantage

_of land brams oi't'éréd to British veterans ol the war

in Canada."

Warof 1812 ...

(Continued from Pyg. 10)

after our occupation of the fort, Lt Bullock, the
olficer commanding the guard, discovered the col-
ours of the 4th Regt. of Infantry, which had been
left in a room contiguous to that in which the four
American oflicers were killed by the fire from our
batteries. When it became known to General Brock
that the colours had not been delivered over with
the usual formalities, an order was sent to the offi-
cer of the guard to take them down to the esplanade
where the Americans were assembled and hand them
over to the ofticer in command . . . Lt. Bullock . . .
was met by a Captain Cook, who stated that in the
absence of Colonel Miller - lying ill of ague at the

‘time - the command devolved on him (as the senior

captain)."

From another source, "It might come as a sur-
prise to some readers that US Army units did not
carry the 'Stars and Stripes' in the field during the
standard refers to a flag carried in
the field to represent the nation, the equivalent of
the Stars and Stripes . . . while a regimental color is
the Nag representing the individual military unit.”
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An excerpt “'0‘“ ““—' 41st Regimental History Regiment 1747-1816 which carries the Detroit
quptes, "Major Richardson's War of 1812, "Soon Battle honour.
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BABYLON PU

oY C LLECTION

By Darrel Blaine Ford

It was almost exactly mid-
century when an ancient
man came Lo live in Babylon
with his son Joel Wilcos
Cook, on a sixteen acre larm
purchased Irom George and
Charity Qakes in April,
1850, Captain Joel Cook
probably came by the rail-
road that ran from the East
River to Deer Park-Then he
may have taken the siage
down the Babylon Highway
(now Deer Park Avenue) to
alight on the packed din
roadway in front of the
farmhouse. From s porch
he could look southwest to
the road that ran west
towards the old grist mill
and farm owned by Stephen
Sweery, The same view
would now be of Sunset City
Shopping Center and the
road that 1s called August

Road, after August Bel-
mont, who purchased the
land for his estate many
years later. The gristmill
nd is now Belmont Lake.
designation of the area

was simply Babylon then
and it was a sparsely pop-
ulated region of [arms
referred 1o by such local folk
as the next door neighbor,
“[dah" Weeks (Plato Indi-
diah Weeks) as “Up Neck.™
Soon alter removing to his
son's farm from Yonkers, he
probably took cane in hand
and set out for a stroll "Down
Neck' or Babylon Lane or
Highway to the village.
Many accounts refer to his
spry, activity until just
before his death at 91 years.
The walk would have been
less than three miles, a short
Juunt in the time before the
automobile. He might have
visited the Post Office 1o
pick up his pension check
and hear word of his child-
ren distributed lar and wide

. over the nation,

Soon he was a familiar
sight and the object of curi-
osity to the villagers, bay-
men and farmers of the
hamlet and its hinterland. It
became known that “the
Captain™ had received his
discharge, with the badge of
merit (rom General George
Washington at West Point
on June #th, 1783, some
sixly-seven years befure. Al
a time when few survivors
of the Revolutionary army
still lived, he was an object
ol wonder and curiosity.
Although a modest man, he
appears o have been ever
willing to tell of he events
of an adventurous life. So it
was related by James B.
Couper, then a youth in his
carly ies and Fl <5

P L2229
-The Life and Times of Captain Joel Cook

ford, Connecticut on
Ociober 25, 1760. That vil-
lage on the banks ol the
Quinnipiac River, about
twelve miles north of New
Haven, had been home to
numerous clan of Cooks of
Couokes. Four genecrauons
hefore the original immi-
grant  ancestor, Henry
arrived at Plymouth, MA
lute in 1638, He married
Judith Birdsall and belore
his death in 1661 he had
become a substantial citizen
of Salem MA, and lathered
nine children. Two of his
sons Samuel (1642-1702)
and Henry Jr. (1654-7)
settled at Wallingford,
Conn. where their children
and descendants lived and in
some cases intermarried.
Joel was the cldest son of
Isaac 11 (known in later lile
as Isaac Jr.) and Martha
Cooke, his cousin. They
married on March 6, 1760,
His father was active in
campaigns of the French and
Indian War (1754-1763),
which Winston Churchill
has written was part of a far
more widespread conflict
that was the first world war,
The musters of the Walling-
ford militia or trainband

bod) o

bility for the officer in ques-
tion is the commander of the
C icut State Regi

Colonel William Douglass
or his officers Joseph or
John Mansfield of Walling-
ford. There is a regimental
roll dated June 22 (no year)
ol new levies from Conn.
that includes Joel Cook of
the 4th company. If Joel did
join this company witnessed
the hearibreaking defeats of
Washingtons army at the
Battle of Long Island. The
British under Howe arrived
off Gravesend Bay (where
Joel was 1o live for some
years later in life). The
Continental troops, under

remarkably inept leadership, .

were enveloped and disaster
was averted when General
Washington masterfully
evacuated the urmy across
the East River under cover
of darkness August 29-30,
1776.

Throughout September
the Yankees retreated losing
battles at Kips Bay, H
Heights and White Plains.
There is a tradition, never
claimed by Cook, that he
was at this latter Westch

u? of physically sturdy usu-
ally tall, well motivated
soldiers who were organized
intw special units for huzard-
Gus assignments.

General Anthony Wayne
led & 1200 man force of
picked troops deemed
impregnable. The bold suc-
cess gave Wayne the soubri-
quet “Mad”™ and must have
Eim the 19 year old private

oel Cook a great sense ol
pride. He proudly acknowl-
edged his Prmici ation in
later life. This batile so
disrupted British plans that
a northern offensive was
cancelled and the theatre of
the war shifted south.

The winter of 79-80 was
the most severe of the war.

His regiment was in the
squalid huts at Morristown,
N.J. by December 1. On
December 15th & Colonel
Gray gave Joel a 40 day
furlough. He probably
walked 10 Wallingford and
back through the bitter cold
of the century's worst
weather.

The muster of May Ist,
1780 shows him a1 the “huts

Battle. It is not known if
Joel, his brother Lemuel or

reveal that Isaac Jr. sieadily
rose in rank during Joels
hildhooll 1o the the positi
of captain. During his mil-
itary absences his mother
bore e¢ight children and
somchow kept the farm
BUing.

Another Connecticut
farm boy of almost exactly
the same age later wrote, “1
remembr the stir in the
country occasioned by the
Stamp Act (1764), but | was
oo young to understand the
meaning of it; | likewise
remember the disturbances
that followed the repeal of
the ..act (1766), until the
destruction of tea in Bosion
(harbour) and elsewhere.
(In) the year 1774 the smell
of war began to be preuty
strong.”

The long smoldering dis-
pute with Great Britain burst
into open war in 1775, The
original clash in April
involved only M
troops, but New England
militamen hastened 1o Bos-
ton in support within days.
Isaac took 99 men on the
Lexington alert to Boston
for 18 days. There is a
tradition that Joel accom-
panied his lather on_this
expedition, but there is no
support [or this in any
record or document. When
the state legislature issued a
call for troops Isaac raillied
60 men with prompiness and

Cutting and others who
when then were old deter-
mined 1o memorialize the
patriotic little veteran.

Some 57 years later in
1906, they erected a monu-
ment in the schoolyard, in
order to preserve  his
memory. We cant know
exactly what he told his
fellow villagers, but the
archives of various states
and federal agencies can
suggest the contents of his
conversations about his
exploits. Far less reliable are
the obituanes published in
local newspapers and var-
wus biographical sketches,
which make preposierous
assertions and are patently
2rroneous.

Muost reliable are the
swurn stalements that he
made al vanous times 1o
secure @ pension and bounty
Tands Tor his vears of miliiary
service, He may have begun
by telling his cager Isweners
that he was born at Walling-

hed to New York und
in September they marched
north Lo participate in Lhe
curly Revolutionary campa-
ing against Canada.

In Joel's own, words
many years later, Father
Isaac did take his second son
Lemuel (born March 17,
1762) along on that cam-
paign and they assisted in the
reduction of $t. Johns and
i the operations around
Lakes George and Cham-
pluin, while Joel, aged four-
teen, stayed home Lo help his
mother. Another tradition
states that the following year
the fifteen year old Joel
refushed 1o stay out of the
action another day and tried
w join a Connecticut_ regi-
ment, but was reflused
because of his short stature
and slight build. A kindly
ulficer supposedly took the
boy along as a waiter (ser-
vant). Cook never clmmed
such service, but he may not
have buvause he didn’t bear
arms until Later, One possi-

BABYLON

their father were at home
when his long suffering
mother Martha died giving
birth to sister Phebe on
February 9, 1776.

If Joel was with Washing-
ton's driven, raglag army as
a servant, he may have been

resent at the Battle of
q‘renlnn as unsupported
tradition asserts. This battle
was critical because it gave
the soldiers and heti

wn™. He may
have witnessed Lafeyeue’s
return on May 10th from
France with word for the
starving, threadbare army
that Louis XVI was sending
supplies, ships and t )
n May 25th many of the
Connecticut soldiers muti-
nied after being driven to
desperation by their priva-
tions. Joel's su uent pro-
molion to suggesis
that he took no active part.
That mc:mh his company

civilians a victory
{December 26, 1776) afier
months of defeal and retreat.
The Hessian garrison was
boldly surprised in one of the
most surprising exploits in
history by a defeated
general.

Joel’s career is well doc-
umented from May 20, 1777
when he was recruiled by Li.
John Mansficld into the 6th
Connecticut Regi of

was
home and Captain David
Starr took his place. Captain
Joseph Mansfield had
served with his father, was
a neighbor and had been his
leader for 2 or 3 years. Jocl
and his unit were at Shon
Hills, N.J. in June, then 1o
the Hudson Highlands and
a halt at Buttermilk Falls,
then they were marched south
towards the British lines at
Kingsbridge, N.Y. Earlier a

Foot in the Continental Line
for the duration of the war,
We can follow him for the
next six years. His first
commander was Lt. Colonel
David Dimon (Cook spells
it Demmin(g) and then Col.
Return Jonathan Meigs,
when Dimon died in Sep-
tember. The regiment rende-
voused at New Haven and
marched to Peckskill. Dur-
ing the summer of 1777 they
were frequently detached on
expeditions and outpost
duly above Kingsbridge,
N.Y. From August to
Oclober they served under
Gen. Parsons on the Hudson
and during the winter of 77-
78 they worked on the for-
tifications at West Point,
Their particular project was
Meig's Redoubt. During the
summer of 78 they were with
Washington at White Plains

stiff action had taken place
on June 7-8 at Connecticut
Farms (now Union, N.J.)

Joel's unit did not take
part in the action to repel a
raid by German and British
troops under General Kny-
thanucn, It is impossible to

now how oel  was
involved, but later in life he
claimed to have fought
there. He may have been a
volunteer in the hasty force
raised 10 repulse the enemy
or he may have been visiting
friends or relatives in the
village settled some years
belore by fellow “Nutmeg
staters”™

Al Orangetown, N.Y. his
unit was stopped and rlaidly
marched back 1o West
Point, when Major Andre
was captured with incrimi-
nating documents at Tarry-
town. They revealed that

enc and

at Redding, C

dict Arnold, a trusted
Washi de, was a

Joel was given a 20 da

furlough on December 28

by General Parsons. The
regiment served with the
Conn. Division during 1779
on the cast side of the Hud-
son keeping the British in
New York City under obser-
vation and check. A com-
pany muster shows that Joel
was “on command™ at Nor-
walk from February to
April. He returned 10 his
unit in time 10 participate in
the Storming of Stony
Point. This means the very
short Cook had been a good
soldier and was made a
member of the elite Light
Intantry. This unit wis made

PUBLIC LIBRARY

traitor and planned to sur-
render the key fortification
at West Point to Clinton's
forces. The summer passed

tion of units took place and
Cook was translerred to
Capt. Samuel Augusius
Barker's Light Infantry
Company at year’s end. All
1781 records for Cook and
Conn. 6th were destroyed in
a fire.

A muster for Apnl 26,
1782 reveals that Joel, now
a seasoned veteran of almost
22 years, hud been trans-
ferred 10 Captain Stephen

(Continued on Page 16)
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oel Cook
Potter’s Co. in the 4th Con-
nsclicut Regiment com-
manded by Col. Zebulon
Butler. The record shows
that he took an eight day
leave of absence November
5, 1782. His unit had broken
camp at Verplancks Pomnt,
procecded 1o Newburgh,
where Washington comph-
mented the Connecticut
troops. His order stated.”
~the Commander In Chiel
van not conceal the satisfac-
tion he expenences in
ubserving that last grand
manveuvre of the campaign

(Continued from Page 4)

(which) surpassed every
other exhibition of the kind
that has been made in Amer-
wcag army”, The last reor-
gainzation caused Joel w be
translerred o the  Ist
company.

Since Yorktown, October
9 to 17th, 1781 when Corn-
wallis surrendered his army
the vutcome of the war wis
a toregone conclusion. The
yuustion as e whether Joel
Couk. a Corporal since
Drecember ol 1780, took part
al Yorktown an Virgimia is
a problem. The lae buogra-

phical articles and obitua-
ries claim that he was lh:r:

the Storm of Stony Point,
Bmk of Springfield and
Flrm‘ N.J.,

Men from his
there. Li. John Mmul‘leld a
family fmend, the man who
had recruited him into the
army, led a “forlorn hope.”
al the capture of Redoubt
No. 10. He was wounded
und commended by his com-
der Colonel Al d
Hamillon. Was Cook part of
ihis volunteer forward party
that had hittle expect expec-
tatiwn of surviving? Il he
was, why didn he include

ioan his st of actions.. ™.

Kln xbrldge. and
sun smnll :ngugc-
menls " His lailure 1o men-
tion it strongly suggests that
he remained with the troops
in New York, who prevented
Clinton from relieving
Cornwallis.

Joel and his regiment
stayed at West Point until
Washington disbanded most
ol the troops. On June 8,
1783 Cpl. Juel Cook headed

RABYL.ON PUBLIC LIBRARY

for Wallingford having
sgeal over six of his twenty-

ree years as a soldier. His
fuscination with military
life was hardly over, as we
shall see.

In spite of the many
deuths that he witnessed and
the privations that he had
endured he might have
agreed with General Robent
E. Lee. who said, “It s well
that war is 18 so terrible, or
we should grow too fond of

"
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. Newsday Photo by Gerald 8. Willlams
Stone memorial to a mysterious soldier

Time Obscures
Brave Deeds Of
Capt. Joel Cook

Babylon—-—Ca({:t. Joel Cook, to whom a
. monument is dedicated in le Park,
has been the subject of a historical search
since the discovery of his grave last week.,
8o far, it has found that the only memora-
ble thing he did here was die.
ing to Rosalind Rohl, curator of
the village historical museum, Cook ap-
tly moved to Babylon when he was -
Msmm%yemaﬁerhefoughthis
last military battle. And it wasn’t until
1908, 57 years after his death, that a citi-
zens group commissioned the 15-foot
stone memorial citing his bravery in the
Revolutionary War and the War of 1812,
In 1906, led by the town’s leading citi-
zen, Judge James B. Cooper, the Joel
Cook Monument Association was formed,
Ms. Rohl could not say what spurred the
sudden interest in Cook. A story in a Bab-
ylon newspaper at the time described
Cook as a modest man. “Wealth never
came to this man and neither were his
descendents - prosperous,” the clipping
m{:. An inscription on the monument
asks future generations to-emulate what
it terms Cook’s heroism and manly virtue.
Cook, a native of Wallingford, Conn.,
was 16 when the War for Independence
began. Denied admission to the infantry
because of his small size, Cook joined the
officer’s staff as a waiter. A

SRR ms%rom COLLECTION
BABYLON: PUBLIC LIBRARXY

commandi
year lated::nﬁe was admitted to the state’s ®

regiment and distinguished himself in the
Revolutionary War and in the War of
1812. But just how he distinguished him-
self remains unknown.

Chilled with Washington at Valley
Forge and victorious with Tyler at Tippe-
- canoe, Cook retired on an pension
and moved to Yonkers in 1824, Sometime
after 1840, he moved to Prospect Street,
where he lived until his death. With mon-
ey left over from the monument fund, the

i

association purchased the stone marker @

for his grave, which was discovered by
" county Youth Conservation Corps work-
ers cleaning a neglected part of Babylon
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