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21/History Body Recovered on Grass Island
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center and maritime

[searonal), masitime
forest exhibits, Sunk
en Farest self-guiding

electricity, wisitor
center, salt margh
angd tidal estuary pro

| Fire bl B oeguered Boating Sately Swimming Safety Saltaire, Fair Harbor, wland Wilderness vl museum for interpre trail, food, pay phone,  grama, seff-guiding
IS ezl Bty :"T e Do} MOT LISE THIS MAP  Swim at lifeguarded Dunewond, Atlan- Oin Flre Blangd wiater tor centers. There are thee programs, tower pionic tables, bath nature walks, limited
= E . FUA NAVIGATION. B beaches only. Do ot thgue, Doean Beach, taxis can shutthe you no public roads. Most  tours by reservation, hvoasee, Call: ferry 631 canoe trips, family
Eirt] Yo I oo v aleri and navigaie with  wwim in fishing anea, Soawiew. and Dosan from point to paint boardwalk trails, some  exhibits. Call: 631681 SES-BSA0; marina §31-  and group camping
cauninm, eEpeially in Prnias, ar naar boat Bay Park. = Saywille to  Vehicle acoess and camping, and parking 4876 EST6171; vinitosr iressrvationsy pay
Nl odikl Marns marinas and marked tratfic. Sallors Haven, Cherry parking are fimited to are wheelchair-acces- enter 631-597 5183 phone, food, picnic
et o channels. Waar Coast e L Growe, and Fae Bland  Smith Palnt County wibde, CHf-ceaton mr- Saflors Haven Area tabiley, bathhause
ﬂ ™ Guard-apgroved e Bt o e e Pines. « Patchogue to Park (631-854-4945) wices are limited. has a 42-5Hp marina, Watch Hill Arca ha Call: ferry B31-475
m— el e ry— |aciats wihen Doating Watch HUl. Dave Park, and Bobert Motes electricity, coin pump- 1BB-slip marina, coin 16ES; marina 531
s or on the wated. and Barrett Beach State Park: (fees], You auf, wisitor center pusmpanit, Sl-amgp 5873109 camping.



WERTHE LM

RELLFOAT Bav

Call: 631-281-3010.

VT NATIONAL

| Wikl

i

S

Use suiracreen. Paisan

AT
Fipt T v
s re island Wilderness
Bt EEhEHnR ﬁhﬂ’ﬁnﬂr
] p——— =
LI R L L] t‘.- i P
"ﬁ'#.-r.._j e
CTE ._‘.\,-._--_.- ) r _" F
I“";:...,,'I:I: oo ,1_:.l-l".':.' _,_-_,-_..d:‘-'-:ll..u.-r.ln:
:.|:_","" ___;_.4-- St uld F T
‘&g"-.:--r--“ Haticeal Gasunane
G31-567-6664; vidrbor William Floyd Estate Wy Thourishes here: its
cerber [Seasonall, Thin Mastic Beach, three-leaflets, vines,
GI11-597-6455. Long sland, home :d“rliln:uﬁ Can CAUSE
offen tours, exhibits, reacticns,
Fire Istand Wilderness  and self-guading town hosquitos abaund;
Area offers visitor cen-  of 12 outhuildings and  ticks carrying Lyme
e, exhilsity on the e cernetery. Cal 631- disEase Are COMmETHN;
BTy, inspect yourse
trad, hunting and off-  Play i Sabe Children carefully, Stay an
raad vehicle permity o diocks should weat  boardwalks and pro-
(seasonall. Mo parking.  lifebelts or jackets tect your feet from

splimters. Do not feed

panROW BAY Tk

FoiNE_——

o COUNTY

e .;'._._ A5 -
i MORICHEY
MALEF

ATLANTIC OCEAN

‘Where | Fire bsland?
This thin New York is-
land stretches 37 miles

scuth share.—from
Moriciues inset on the

east 1o Demoorst Polrt

on the wesi—fonming
a barviar batween

wildlife. All plants,
aniamaly, and natural
features are protected
by larew, Stay off dunes;
thesr fragile vegeta-

ton protects the s
hamd.




Life on a Barrier Island

Seeny froem the air Fere island looks fragile and
isplated. Atlantic waves beat againgt its white
beach. Gnarled trees embrace its barely wisible
hormes. Then the island passes out of sight, and
Great South Bay dominates what you see

Ceanvturies of devastating storms off the Atlantic
Dcean have battered dunes, opened inlets, and
threatened to destroy Fire bland. et this bareies
sland & resilient. Beaches oroded by winter
stanms get replenabed by wand reteming from
oH-shore sandbars. Beach grasses stake foor-
hinlds again on slowly growing primany dunes
Wildiihe sbounds on the island, Deer roam freely
—ar take shiedter i thickets, Toads, cranbssrriss,
and cattails live in freshwater amas betwesn
ocean and bay. Migrating ducks and geese
seek refuge in marshes

Fod wisitoes and residents of the divers com-
meLir e, this Bland so near urban New York
@ place both of excitement and of soliteds
Fere [slard Mational Seashore was establishad
o 1964 to preservs the only developed barries
aland in the nated States that hay no roads
in 1980 Congress designated 1,400 arres—a
EyvEn-mede fretch :-L\i:la.nd —a% a natiomal
wibderneds anea

Laking ess toward Klamet sl Saltaise Brom tha |RSE
Fire Island Lighthouse. The Adlantc Ocean end the old
Coast Guard Anmes bullding are on the right, snd Grest
South Hay is on the beft. The beacon Hadhes e 7.5
seionnas snd can be sesn 34 miles oy

Camdy soily o the morch
shde of the primary dune
canesot hodd rain. Chly
the hardiest of plasis,
like beach pham am:
beach grass, can survive
here

Ceean and Beach '

Fire hiland is an the movil Every day aver
§i, (K waves pound lis besch, shoveling sand
inio curremts thar vearly carry 500,000 0ubixc
yords westward. Most sand moves in winter
and in storms, bug that dally rate equals 35,000
persons haaling Hribe-red-wagon losds of sand
daily to Democrat Polnt. A witress (o this mi-
gration is the Fire lland Lighthouse. Built in
I&55 at the islands western end, i i now nearly
= =™ -<a five miles east of Democrat Point. Plasts and

. = -_."_!i:—_:.‘_h"-r_ wildlfe move with the island, bul bumags

; =“building ko and summer memories don't
.ﬁpd]l: enwy-io et manere ke s wunh!.

r:".__l.

: il

Firg lsland—tne geness of it name sparks our
imagination, i may have been named after Fire
ksland Indet, which appearsed on & 17E9 desd, and
i Inbet’s name may have been & spelling ermor,
The number of inlet slands has varied over time,
and 155 ekedy that “tive” ar the Dutch word for
four, wer was misspelled on early maps o fire.

Folklore sisgepests fs mame arose from Land-based
pirates, wrecken who bullt beach fires at night
o re Cargo shaps onto shorne. Some say poson
iy gave the sland its name—lor its red leaves in
autumin oF (ts fiery fich, s name's origin may be
obscure, but Fire lland's role in maritime history
15wl | K. 105 wealth of seafood, waterfowl,
and plarts attracted American Indians and, later,
Eurppean settlers, The Fire lsland Lighthouwe
guided ships safely past sandbans. Surfmen of the
LS. Lifesaving Service, housed in flations along
the beach, resousd shipwredk surivars

Dunes and Forest

Fire island Beach appeared on charts in the 1850y

The estaie of WilHem Floyd, & signer of te Theclarariom
trl Enadw pericdenice, treces the Floyd femily feom the ear-
Iy LT b0 1976, Thee land evolved from wilderness

it} entwte b0 semmer retreat oo smaldl geme preserve 1o

a naigonal park ares. The home contrasts the old with
{ha e md reflects 200 years of change

Imet Torim wheen ncesh wind cirries sand in-

nd until an obstacls ke beach griss slows the))

=2

ind's speed, and the sand is dropped. Grasses”’ £
_respond by spreading thelr roots and sending
up shoots. Birds and other animals attracted by
S the grasses deposit new souds, and a variety of

vegetation hegins.

Behind ihese plam barri-

cades, shrubes tale hobd and bukld soil. Thickets 3
nd eventually holly and hardwsod forests re- =
ploce them. So the cvele continues. Withouwt the
mchnnnp, graza roots thers woubd be no dimes.
ok Withowt sheltering dunes, no foresie. And with-
oui this precious balanoe—no Eland.

Formed long &go by currents carrying eroded gla-

clal debris, Fire liand still changes by the actions
of wind and waves. Dramatic hurricanes and
noreasters demaolish the dunes and wath paay
homes. Undaunted by natures oocasional wild
SEHIL, wisitors and ressdanti el the sland a wel
Coam rEspite from urban predsunes,

Relaxation ik paramaunt here, and the nationad
seashore has mach 1o offer, The seven-mile area
waest of Smith Point 5 8 designated wildernes

thiat shaiters andangered snd threatened species.

It profects plping ploves That lay eggs on the
high beach in bodlews lined with small rocks and
shiefls, Hunted wntil 1988 for their leathers, they
arg now andangered by seasides development,
predators, and recigational activities.

At Watch HIll you can expenanos Une sounds
and smalls of 8 salt marsh, where fish, shellish,
irsects, and blrds flowrish ameng salt-tolerant
Qrasyes. You can see henons, egrety, and other
wildlife and kearn about sat; marsh and tidal
ﬁm‘."«tﬂmi »

A spacial
the Sunks
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leavas, an
thialr Camg
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:W Formed long &go by currents carrying eroded gle- A special treat i a wisit to Sailors Haven and

cisl debria, Fire Bland il changes by the actkons  the Sunken Forest, whers J00-year-obd hodly

eragis of 115 name sparks ouwr
ay have been named after Fire

P appeared on oa 1783 desd, and of weind and waved. Dramatic hurricanes and trees, sassafras trees with mitten-shaped
revay have been a spelling eror ] noreatters demaolish the dures and wash sy leavesy, and other hardwoosds shade you with
nitet slands has varied over time i i homes. Undaunted by nature's oocasional wild their canopy. Salt air and drnving winds prune

T “five™ ar the Dutch word 1o - sparit, wisitors and redidents Tird the Bland & wel-  Sunken Forest treed to the peimany dumne's
jisspelled on ealy maps as fire 'J ame fespite Trom urban pressunes hedght

gy ! -'*-:- -—r-r.l e

1 appeared on charts in the 1850
(5 ity namE arose from land-baged
i" who bullt beach fires at night
B4 anta sreafe. Bome Uy peison

Ralagxation | paramount here, @nd the naticnal Alio not 1o be missed ane the communities
seashare has modh 1o offer. The sever-mile area  whens you can enjoy the lively nightlite and
weekl of Srath Paint i§ a dessgnated wildermess traverse miles of boardwwalks pasy secluded
that shalters endangered and threatened specied.  homew On the national weashore weitern

vl 8 naTTE—Aor 115 red beasas in It protects piping plovers that Lay on the e, visit the Fire island Lighthouse and the
=gy g
Py (. S Rames ofigin may be lvigh beadh in holows lined with emall rocks and  musesm howed in 0 keepars guarters. There
@ &
v Island's rale in maritime history The extate of William Ployd, o signer of the Declaration  ghells, Hunted until 1918 for their feathers, they  you will learn about Fire Island's ifesaving ef- At Watch Hill children
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Dunes and Forest
et form when ocean wind carries sand in-

pred mntil an obstacle like bench grass slows the,

ind's speed, and the sand s dropped. Grasses

4 respond by spreading thelr roots and sending

# =t up shoots. Birds and other animals abtracted by

0 the grasses deposit new seeds, and a variety of

f vegetation begins. Behind these plant barri-

-.-:_ cndes, shrubs take hobd and boild soil. Thickets 3

e g evendtually holby and bardwood forests re-

in]nce them. 5o the cycle continues. Withouwt the
anichoring grass roots there would be no dunes.
Without shellering dunes, no forests. And with-

o ot this precieus balamce—mnoe sland.

Manhu 5 and E:m.r 3

T Ak e -- e
current—Pirs Istand m'l.ﬂr micses north fo-
g ward Long Iiland. In & sense the lsland rolls
St over on lself as oceanside sand s gathered by
i wind and waves, blown or washed scross te
st Asland or meoved by currents and tides throagh S
b o inbets, and d Mmuhﬂblrﬂdﬁ Marsh -
praseds colanlpe these deposis and produce ;
Soprganic debris thot mixes with the sand. The
] ﬂwhlngmnhﬂmdllmrnum:m -rhch
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1. TRATL INFORMATION

The trail desenibed in this boobfet ia ximately 4/5
of a mife Long, M&w&hmtdp&nun { u:ttnw:r.u'r.'4!5#r
minutes Lo explore it Leisurefy, Tn onder fo have a
safe and pleasant time please xememben the foflowing

*

- We recommend wearing shoes at alf fimes on the boand-
walk. Splinters are out most common finst aid problem,

- Portions of the trall are raised. Keep an eye on
chifdren fo prevent thein falling off.

- Be careful mot fo touch podson ivy with its bright
gheen feaves 4n clusterns of three. 3 his

- Beardes and edible plants grow atong the thaif,
Please feave them intact for otheas fo enjoy seedng.

~Ticks are present in the grass and thickets and

Hiseaie. Vou WICENIE Dictastit B it o Gt
. ou ot enc eh [

the boandwafh. i sl b R

Thank wou for wour cooperation. Now then..,have a
pleasant time!

2. TINTRODUCTION

The baardier fsaland in (€5 natural sfate 48 a fascina-
Ling mixture of opposifes: &t £a high in sowe apots
and Low in others. 14 may be cool {n one place and
hot in another, Hene it may be sfenile, over thene
fertife. Some Locations are windblown, while others
ane sheftened. Combinations of these and other fac-
toxs have produced several distinct zones of Lide
within the narvow straip of Land known as Fine Tadand.

The purpose of this thadil guide is parily fo explain
what you will see along the way. More imporfantfu,
If L4 dntended fo give wou an understanding of wh
things have come f£o be the way they axe.

Be obseavant as wou walk the thall, VYou may be xe-
warded by chance engounfers: a deer caashing thaough
the thicket, a colonful warbfea fLIiLLing throuoh the
frees, an wiisual cfoud foamation overhead. There
£ much mone Lo be seen here than can be weiffen
doum in a book many Limes the femgth of Lhis oudde.

As you folfow the traif through each of the bavrien
{afand's Eide zones, nemember that importance in
natune &5 not measused by sdze, and patience
and sdfence ane the vintues of the nafuralistf, FEn-
joy gour expenience.

i | T Ty




3. POISON TWY

Poison ivy seems to grow alfmosl evenpchere
Land and does 4o -ui ghreat vigon,

the heat and direct sunbight of the swale, on in the
dim necesses of forested aneas. 1€ may occun as adingle
small plants, as Parge bushes, on as vines snaking up
tree thunks, 1f appears attractive, with ht gheen
Leaves that tunn scanfet in the falf, and amalf
efty ffowens that evenfualfy become while, vy
EMA’.M. BEWARE! Eveay part of the plant contains an
oil that can cause a bad rash on human skin.

Visditons sometimes ask why we don'f attempt fo qup!.az
this potentiafly dangerous plant. Simply put, if is be-
cause ua:dbe.tiaua in fetting the natural world exist

The ivy is a valuable agent in hofding the island toget-
hen by keeping the

from btanﬁ aony, Many birds
and animals actually eat paris of e plant, untroubfed
by any hawmfuf aeaction.
{utuutingty, many pet owmend have developed the rash

inadvertently by touching thein dog or cat after 4L has
been aoaming thuough the poison dvy.

4. FRIMARY DUNES

Separating the ocean beach from the rest of the Lsland,
a row of falf dunes aises near here. These dunes axe
the backbone of the {sfand. Thedlr fowmation, Like the
ocean waves, 44 a divect aesult of wind energe.

Imagine a ffat {sfand. Offshore winds pick up and
carny sand infand from the beach. It coflfects around
obsfacfes such as duiffwood or a clump of beach grass.
Soon a mound foams and then the grass with (s nedfwork
of noots hefps to hold the sand in place, Graduafly
the puimary dune Line forms, Given enough Lime Lf can
nise high above the beach.

When fedt alone the dunes are able to weather the fon-
ces of nature., Although they may change shape, they
hemain dndact. However, they are vufnerable fo the
dootateps of man. Walking on the dune destroys grnss
aopts and gpens a chink through which the wind
funnefs, feaving bowf-shaped blLowowts of bare
dand., 1t might fake many years
for a dune fo fovm; destruction
can oceur within a season.




5. BAYBERRY

Some 4 the
plants of Fone

attention of visitors. Seme of these
plants are edible; some have othen uses.
One such is the bayberny, a Low bush
that fonms thickets in or nean the
dwanfe, often in association with beach
plum. In mid-summer the pfants bear
elusterns of amafl grey beanies with a
waxy coating. In colonial times the
bernies wene boifed and the mesufting
wax used Lo give candles the pfeasant
bayberny scent.

6. BARRTER TSLAND MIGRATION

Sea Level has beem nising in necent geological time, and

done 40 Fine Tafand has up the conti-
nenfal sheff foward Long Tsland. Conseguently, mo parnt
aﬁﬁtﬂﬂtﬂtﬂ!ﬂﬂdi& more than a coupfe of thousand

1L has been said that the {sfand moves by rolling over
Ltself. That is, erosion occuns along the ocean beach,

ide 44 bullt up by sand washed across the
ahﬁmm the bay through a temponary breach

7. BEACH PLUM

Many of Fite Tsfand's plants produce edibfe pants:
Leaves, seceds, bennies, or even nootfs, Probably the
best knoum of these edible plants Li the beach pfum.
In the spring the bushes ane covered with such a dense
mass of white (Loavens that faom a disfance it almost
appears that snow has faffen. By Late summer Eange
ned on purple plums have fonmed, and ane picked fo be
made {ato ;am. The National Seashone affows fhese and
many othen plant products fo be harvesfed for personal
use, except along the trail and on the primaay dunes,

B. SWALE

The area immediatefy behind the pcean-facing dunes is
Eroum Locaffy as the swale. Because the dumes cut off
the cooling sea breeze, the femperaifuse in fhe swale
nises and evaponation {ncremses. Thene £5 also a "fens
effect” as the dumes reflect the sun's heat back into
the swale. Grasses and Low scaubby bushes are most
common, incfuding American beachgrass, seaside gofden-
nod, and false beachheather, Here and There an ocea-
sionaf clump of beach pfum on baybeary has gained a
foothofd.




9. BOARDWALK TRAIL

Now that you have thavelfed pant of the trail, you may
have noticed that gou don't feel tired, even though
there have been several hifls invofved. This 44 be-
cawse the thail i3 buift fto fedenal specification for
use by the disabled. Where the way {4 nof Level, the
slope of the trail does mof nise or descend more than
one fool for every fwelve feet of Length., In addition,
a streteh of fevel boardwafk {4 provided every thinty
jeet along a slope, Lo provide a place fo stop and nest,
The resuft Looks odd £o uws, wsed fo seeing sfraight, un-
broken hampa, but it provides easy and untining travef
condilions.

Other features include a handrall whene the slope ia
more one foot of nise in fwenty, a foe rail along
Level sections, boards spaced closely o prevent Lhip-
ping, and benches for resfing and contemplation. In
these ways we open a section of the Nationaf Wilderness
for access and enfoyment by afl,

10. ARTESIAN WELL

Finding a & of fresh water can be a problem for
the man.tmi: Lﬁ:ﬁm E.En Iaﬁﬂ!, a.?:id ?:.n MTIH# 2
areas they have only a few boggy & & L
nain poofs to rely om. Here, 'zwu. they b-mr.ﬁt
frnom the artesian well driffed in the early 1940's for
the U.5. Coast Guard station fhat stood here.

The water flowing grom this well originated as rain on
anow on Long Tafand, then percolated down into beds of
sand and gravel, These beds dip steeply ay they run
awﬂnmd?mdbytheﬂmﬂtemtmuimﬂmmu
pipe it is moxe than three hundred feet befow the aur-

=

dace and the pressure head forces &£ up and out.

11. FOREST

In this area a small EMEM‘. has developed, Pioneer
plants that could wi fainfy hostile conditions,
4t built

up soil, shade, and other factors more

thees and othen Lange plants, The forest

L4 SLLEL in ity eanly Atages, composed muﬂ'.mg wild
24

black c.hm.z frees and a few Large baybernry ;
Given enoudh Lime, other shade-fofenant frees species
such as American hofly and sassafras may appean. I4

is that final advanced stage that has been heached sev-
{ £a in the wooded area Enoum as

fobiage “yean. Othens, Like the poison ivy and the
each pfum, shed thein feaves fon the cold winter
months and aemain dowmant during that time.

In this area of the forest, wines o
greenbrien, '-ii-q guﬁ, and Vingind
cheeper are wigonoudly competing
mi.tﬁpﬂa trees for the available
sunbight energy, This energy 4s
convented into leaves, fhumks, and
noots, When these die, they seave
as food for countfess other Lige
foums that convert the eneagy Lo
thein oum needs. They in futn are
eaten by other organisms, The sun's
energy L4 wtilized oven and ovea
again, converied butf not Load,




13. WILDERNESS 15. PHRAGMITES

With few exceptions, the section of the barnien fsfand Around a faff, tuited
stnetching before you fon the next seven mifes 44 free kw.'! mpzﬁgﬁm '[ -
of atructures and appeats very much as fhe entire Lafand mite-eezel, If 44 a cofonizer,
musi have when the finst Eunopean settfens saw Lt in the often an dinvader of upset
1600's. I ia this section thot was ignated by Con- plant communities, On Fine
ghess in 1980 as a National Wildenness, the onfy one in Tstand it is o thickest
New York State. where man has o pump-
ed dredged matenial, 14 haa
14 you have the Lfime and fnclination also invaded manshes that

to further explore the isfand, we invite were formerly duained by
you to experience the rest of the -

, wildeaness for yourself, Every dune

| and blfowout, every grove of pitch

, pine holds surprises and rewands fon
those who invest the time and energy
to seek them out.

14. SHADBLOW

Another forest fhee that appears early been upset.

4n plant successdion {4 the shadblow, g o L
Ahadbush, ot Juneberry, deen here in =
competition with the wifd black chewny. 16. MOSQUITOES

The shadbfow grows in dense clumps with
multipfe Lrunks, and the grey and
bfackstniped bark makes identification
eady.

Occasionally wou gind mosquitoes along fhe faall.
m:!l"’d say that occasdo they' LE
fnd « Many different species Live on Fire Taland,
but the ome that attnacts the most atiention ia the
oRe

The Juneberries produced by the thee in with colonful white-stniped Legs: the salt mansh

ganfy summenr are one of Lhe finsd modquifo. As fhe mame suggests, if breeds in the

frnits avaifabfe each season. 1In matdhes along the bay shore,

colonial Limes the three necedived L£4 ; ) .

name when people noticed that it in- In the past, insecticides were sprayed on the Lsfand

variably bloomed along the New England 4n hopes of controbling the insects. However, reseanch

coast at the same time the shad {ish has shoum Mam&gagmﬂymﬁ ective and

wene ascending the {reshwaten streams can cause gheat hasm fo the enviromment, many

Lo spaum. other forms of Life. We now prefen fo Lef the natunal

system maintain {ts owm balance, on such nat-

Shadbiow ural controls as the tree swaflows §ty above the

mansh eating hugh numbens of mosguitoes.




17. SALT MARSH

I{ the wind {4 night, wou will wiinkle your nose at the
disagreeable odon from the Head and notting plants that
E.J_za.tﬂmedge of the marsh., To the wnamware, a sali
marsh L8 muddy, ﬁtm{r and offers no shade.
You cannot dnink the water, Mosquifoes
swanm Lo hanass wisitorns, The marsh can-
not be plowed, though Lf is fentife. Ii
cannot be easily navigated, though Lt Ls
wet,

To the aware, the marsh 458 a marveloud
place, a g&mt producer of food and the
stanting point fox many chains of Eife.
Acre for ache, the salt mansh produces
forty times the edibfe plant material of
a productive comn field. Many of the
ocean fish actuafly begin thein Life
cyefes at the edge of the mansh, feeding
pn the microscopic Life foams that swarm
thexe.

1. OGREAT SOUTH BAY

The Great South Bay fies before ﬂrr_
centainfy Eooks much difjferent 2
fand over which you have been uu}:k,mg
but it too confains an ::.nau:ut.wn of
intendependent plants and animals.
Nafurafist John Aho said:

From microscopic plants and animafs
to Earge predaceous fish,

each is part of a mulii-threaded
web of Life

that must not be buokenm if the
species are fo sunvdve.

'Enﬂ‘l-'l.u:.ht:nrﬂqn-a.a.

The bay knows the seasons of binth,
of growth, and death,
the nhytims of Life...
jug.tu nm[ylm.;d.thmmr.l kamot,
puppies and paupens
by Eu‘.taﬂb

19, STORMS

h the presence of the
oeedan a faverable ulﬁlu-
ence 4n mo the
mate of Fire Tafand, it can

have caused damage on ﬂm

1.2
w: e Graat Blue Haron

laland plants survive these
stoams An vardipus ways. Some are smafl and fow enough
to the ghound fo ea mpst of the wind, Others grow
only in sheltened ets of Low ground on ane protfec-
MM:M Tn forested dpots the plants tend
to ¢ an aerodynamically stable hmp:ma:r.t.tamny
kifls the upper ghowth, causding them :tndpﬂ.mduu.:
mmmthm e latenally with Leaves and

- Hnﬁuhm.ﬁmehu-tynr.unhm have been
modd fied {n this way.




20. ANIMALS

Although sefdom seen, a variety of animal Life finds a
home on Fine ITsfand, Virginia white-taifed deer anre heae,
their ancestons having crossed the frozen bay in the win-
Ler on come actoss by swimming {n the warmen months.
Smalfer mammafs Live here foo...the red fox, the cotton-
a:?i.{ nabbit, the fong-tailed weasef, and various species
08 MLoe.

Binds are numerous and you may encounter a Aufous-sided
towhee, a cathind, a yellowthioat, eastern wood peawee,
on brown fhrashen. Vou might see reptiles on amphibians,
<ncfuding the bfack racen and the Fowfens toad. Inseet
Eife 45 abundant, ALL of these and mone ane Linked fo-
aether in complex food chaind and inten-aelationships,

21. JUNIPER

Sali spray blowing actross the isfand by the wind can be
deadly top the growing tips of plants. 1¢ Litenally bunns
them up, drmaing the moisfure from them, Foa this aeason
most plants are able only Lo ghow Low to the ground,
staying befow the main zone of wind, The juniper, how-
ever, hat needles with a dense proféctive coati

are somewhat more nesistant fo salt than other foliage.
This allows the jumipen fo ghow higher than most of the
other vegetation around {f, as {4 the case here,

22. AEROSOLS

Stop fon a moment and pick up a hand{ul of sand. 1t does
not Look Like very promising matendal in which fo grow
plants, does L£? Some plant nutrients such as can n,
nithogen, oxygen, and suffur are provided in air and
aain, but others are nowmally provided by soilf weathen-
dng. Here thene is no soil to weathen, only stenile
ghrains of quartz sand. Where do the other necessary
antrients come from?

h%mm&&mﬁzamt&yp{chqam

in the forum of amﬁat.;d ;hh:a;hnmm :-&utmna calodum,
nesfum, pofassium, - necessany

%ptmtgumh. The semmater (s carried by the

ind achoss the {sfand, Pands on the plants on the sur-

ace of the ground, and {3 eventually carried dowm £o
hoots by rain, So, the seawater Ls a dangen Lo

mﬁhm at the same Lime L& absolutely neces-
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Estate Orens FourTH oF JuLy WEEKEND

In conjunction with this year's opening, William Floyd Estate will present The
Finishing Touch, an exhibit featuring eighteenth, nineteenth and twentieth century clothing
accessones. Jack Hauptman, supenntendent of Fire Island National Seashore, and the Estate
staff invite you to view the exhibit before touring the historic house on any weekend during
July and August. The Estate will be open weekends and holidays from 10 am to 4 pm, starting
July 3rd and ending Labor Day, September 6th. For information on scheduled programs and
events, please call the Estate at (516) 399-2030
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THE GREAT NORTHEASTER OF 1992

As predicted by the National Weather Service, the eastern sea-
board was going to experience a severe storm some time around
December 12th, 1992. Moon phases were correct for flooding and
winds might reach 80 mp.h. Could this be the 100 year storm

predicted by so many for so long?

Floyd family accounts and photographs document the 1938 hurricane. When flood
tides finally receded on the property, weakfish were picked up by Comnelia F. Nichols south
of the front lawn near the Great Boat Lot. Now, that's a storm/

This past December 1 1th, the predicted northeaster blew, and blew, for almost three
days straight. Flood tides cycled through six times! Moored boats were deposited in
woodlands along Home Creek on the Estate. The salt marsh was not seen for 2 1/2 days and
boundary neighbors were forced to evacuate homes to seek higher ground. Waterfowl never
had so much habitat. Finally, by December 14th, the tides receded to a normal level allowing
the salt marsh to be inspected. Except for the Home Creek section, a minimum of debris
washed up onto the property. In fact, for the most part, the property was purged of
accumulated debris.

IUpImd, trees were lost throughout the property, including one of the largest
remaiming Norway Spruces in the cemetery.

The 1992 northeaster did qualify as a 100 year storm. Areas on the north and south
shores of Long Island were decimated, while Fire Island and other ocean shorelines lost year's
worth of accumulated sand. Should all storms that hit Long Island be compared to the 1938
Humicane? From the photographs documenting the damage to Old Mastic and the years it
took to clean up the damage; the 1938 Hurricane should be the measure for 100 year storms,

———

ParTmicieation IN LocaL GOVERNMENT

Volunteer services at the William Floyd Estate wer 2 greatly enhanced this past year
by a new program required for graduation from the William Floyd High School. Beginning in
the 1991-1992 school year, all senior year students are required to perform six hours of
community service as part of a new curriculum entitled, ** Participation in Local Government''.

Once each spring and fall, the Estate schedules one project day to accommodate local
students. This new found resource of volunteers allows for labor intensive projects to be
completed.

During the fall of 1992, 14 students and two Estate staff members performed a
shoreline cleanup along Home Creek and Moriches Bay. Vast amounts of refuse, consisting
mostly of plastics, cans, glass and tires were removed. About 3/4 mile of shoreline was cleaned
up, resulting in four dumpsters full of bagged trash. Besides the obvious results, the students
expressed dismay over the amount of non-biodegradable refuse floating in our oceans and
bays.

Other projects completed include the cleanup of cut up trees, damaged from Hurricane
Bob in 1991, and general gardens and grounds work in the fall of 1992,

SurroLk CounTyY YouTtH CoNSERVATION CORPS
RETURNS TO THE WiLLIAM FLoYD ESTATE

Eun‘ng the summer of 1992, the Estate hosted another YCC program sponsored by

the Suffolk County Department of Labor. Up to ten high-school aged youths assisted in the
clearing of trails, upkeep of garden beds, and most importantly, the staining of outbuildings
and fencing in the historic core. This program especially benefits the program participants by
teaching job skills and exposure to natural and local history through programs provided by
the Estate staff




CurturaL Resource ManaceEMENT UrDaTE

.Hauring 1992, Fire Island National Seashore was once again allocated the funds for
cataloging historic objects onto the Automated National Catalog System. This project, part
of the 1987 Appropriation Act, enabled nearly 6,000 more objects to be accounted for and
entered onto the Park's Automated National Catalog System,

A large portion oflast year's cataloged objects were items found in closets, sheds and
outbuildings at the Estate and included nineteenth and early twentieth century furniture, tools,
boating gear and farm equipment

This four-year project is now completed, with over 16,000 objects identified and
accounted for, and with computerization, made more accessible to researchers.

Last fall, two site-specific documents were developed to
assist the William Floyd Estate’s curatonial staff in managing
the site’s large and diverse collection. The Collection Condi-
fion Survey, prepared by the NPS North Atlantic Regional
Conservator, will provide staff with a prioritized listing of
objects needing conservation treatment and contains technical
advice in cleaning, protecting, storing and other forms of
object preservation.

The Colflection Managemeni Plan was prepared by a team
of specialists which included the NPS North Atlantic Regional
Conservator, Curator, Archivist and Archeologist The docu-
ment includes collection needs addressed in the Collection Condition Survey, and provides
recommendations for broader issues such as the site’s museum record keeping system,
environmental needs, security, staffing and programming,

Both of these documents will help guide the Estate curatorial staffin caring for the
needs of the collection through the next ten years.

muring the winter months, squirrels and racoons find refuge in the warmth of the
William Floyd house. Access is gained through the chimney openings, allowing animals to nest
within the chimneys and infiltrate the house. In the past, these animals have caused damage
to both the structure and its furnishings.

Last January, four chimneys at the William Floyd Estate were re-capped and re-
screened  Workmen were able to secure screening to original flagstone caps, but the
galvanized cap fitted on top of the main chimney had to be replaced. The main chimney is the
oldest and largest, and services the ol fired heating system. A new cap was fabricated for this
chimney, using 1/2" stainless steel screening and sheet metal to replace the rusted galvanized
screen.

'Euamples of change and continuity are used during house tours to help guide vsitors

through the site’s 250 year history. One of the most common questions asked during a tour
ofthe houseis, ' How isthe house heated?'" Interpreters explain that in the eighteenth century
the house was heated by fireplaces, then in the nineteenth century, central heat was supplied
by a coal furnace in the basement. The Floyd family apparently used the coal furnace for heat
through the 1960's, but also utilized wood burning stoves throughout the house. In 1974, an
oil-fired furnace wasinstalled by the National Park Service to heat the main block of the house:
Using the registers installed in 1850%, the ductwork was upgraded to accommodate the new
furnace.

With years worth of data supporting the need to improve existing environmental
conditions, the National Park Service, Buildings Conservation Branch allocated funds to
upgrade and expand the old heating system. A larger, more efficient oil-fired furnace was
finally installed this past spring.

With the installation of the new furnace, additional ductwork and registers were added
to provide heat to the previously unheated North Wing, Old Dining Room, and Old Pantry,
and to corresponding rooms above. The second phase of the project includes the installation
of a separate furnace to provide heat to the unheated northeast wing, and a dehumidification
unit to reduce humidity levels in the basement. The installation of storm windows and weather
stripping, scheduled for next year, will further improve environmental conditions during the
heating season.

The Floyd house will finally benefit from lower humidity, enabling the Estate's staff
to better preserve the past for the future.




Coring HoMme

Che William Floyd Estate staff

carefully studies and reviews the site's interpre-
tive references on a regular basis  Dr. Steven
Kesselman's Room Guide for Interpretation, as
well as many of the Family's manuscripts, such
as Cornelia Floyd Nichols's Letters to My Great,
Crreat Granddeaughter, and Sarah Floyd Turner's
Surry Memories of Mastic are constantly refer-
enced. These materials are used as toolsto assist
staff in conveying not only the site’s unigue
history, but to offer a sense of what it was like
to be a member of the Floyd family living in the
ancestral home. These references, as accurate
and rnch m history as they are, could not have
prepared the staff for a sample of the real thing.

After the death of John Slocum Nichols
last fall, approximately thirty members of the
Nichols’ family reunited at the Estate for the
interment in their ancestral cemetery. After the
service, the family gathered in front of the Old
House for group photographs. At that point,
the Estate staff began to feel a strange sense of
deja vue, as nearly each staff member had cata-
loged, or seen, early black and white snapshots
of some of the same faces in the same place. The
quiet banter among family while the camera set
up, updating each other with family news—aone
couldn't help imagine that similar conversations
must have taken place a generation or two
before.

THE FamiLy's 1949 Tuanksarvmie Vism o Tae Owp House

staff had always provided guided tours of the
house. While staff offered historical informa-
tion to the family, they in turn favored staff
with stories and anecdotes about everyday
life at Old Mastic. These family stories are
occasionally used by staff to help bring real-
1sm to the house during tours to the general
public. On the day of Mr. Nichols® funeral, it
was decided to allow the family to tour the
house on their own. Staff would simply be
discreet and observe.

]
J

Old Mastic House seemed to come to
life again, Tt wasn't the sound of voices
conducting tours at different parts of the
house. It was the sound of family. One
generation speaking softly to the next about
the...“homed owl captured by my father, your
grandfather, almost 100 years ago_.", and
-."this is the room I stayed in during the
summer, but I liked this one more...". and
‘remember when Grammy let us dress up in
the attic? 1 wonder if they still have that civil
war coat...”. The inguisitive eves of young
toddlers absorbed each room, seeing and hear-
ing about their ancestors - perhaps for the
first time. Some family members upstairs,
some downstairs, some in the north wing,
some in the east. This was not always
museum. This was a home.

When a ragtime tune was heard coming
from the keys ofthe 1860°s Steinway played by
John Nichols' brother David, and the family
sang along, the staff saw how that piano was
used and enjoyed. On any other day, a visitor
might have been reprimanded and  ushered
right out the door for touching a key.

Duning one short hour, the staff of the
William Floyd Estate gained insight that went
beyond the boundanes of excellent documenta-
tion into the house's use as a family vacation
home. This reunion allowed the staff to experi-
ence a family retumning to their roots




AnNOTHER Box TURTLE UPDATE

thinun years of box turtle files produced by Estate staff, has shown some amazing aspects
of each individual's survival skills. Some cases files are reviewed below

A mature male, No. 110, has established his
home range in the William Floyd Estate cemetery. Since
1982 he has been recaptured nine times within the cem-
etery grounds and its immediate borders

An aggressive male, No. 65, holds the all time
* record for recaptures. Since first captured in 1981, he

- has been recaptured 13 times. His established territory,
based on the 13 recaptures, is in the immediate area of the historic outbuildings, gardens,
mowed lawns and field borders onthe east side of Manor House. No. 65 was once found trying
to break into a pen holding other turtles waiting to be marked. This pen was located behind
the Carriage Barn, the site of seven of the 13 recaptures.

Wildfires generally kill box turtles. Lacking quick mobility, box turtles generally
cannot flee an advancing fire. To protect themselves, box turtles will withdraw to the safety
of their shells. If the fire is fast in nature, it may just burn the shell and not kill the occupant.
Burned shells quickly scar resulting in the loss of uniform coloring patterns.

At some point in his life, No. 176 was extremely burned but somehow survived. He
was photodocumented and used for slide presentations and exhibits detailing how tough box
turtles can be. Unfortunately, the turtle was found dead from what appeared to be natural
causes eight years after his original capture date. Because of the extensive scamng, it was
difficult to determine the age, but he was mature and estimated to be 20 years old.

Since originally captured in 1984 in the vicinity of the west gardens, No. 253 has been
recaptured seven times. All recapture locations confirm that he has very definite territonal
preference for the west garden area and brushy borders surrounding the western edges of the
historic zone and outbuildings.

Since his first capture in 1985, No. 286 has since been recaptured seven times. The
area immediately behind the flag pole is the extreme headwaters of Home Creek, which offers
fresh water seeps for summer retreats in hot weather and heavy brush communities for
concealment. No. 286 was once found in late 1985 two blocks west of the Estate ina residential
community. Presumably, he may have been carried off by some neighborhood children who
wanted a pet. When returned to his original capture point, he seemed to stay put as he was
recaptured on six more occasions in the immediate vicinity of the flag pole.

First located in 1987 in the field just west of visitor parking lot, No. 346 has been
recaptured four times. On May, 18, 1990, she had a close brush with disaster when she was
confiscated from a visitor who had found her in the vicinity of the parking lot. The visitor had
plans to make her a family pet.

Like many other box turtles on the Estate, No. 346 displays seasonal movement
between old fields and surrounding wooded areas, as evident by recapture data.

As with box turtle No. 176 who survived being burned, box turtles display an amazing
ability to withstand trauma. Numerous individuals have been captured with just three legs or
gnaw marks, suggesting encounters with predators such as foxes and raccoons. Other
individuals have been found with damaged shells from encounters with mechanical equipment.

The survival skills of box turtles ensure their ability to withstand the rigors of daly life
in undisturbed environments. When confronted by development and habitat fragmentation,
box turtles, like so many other wild animals, do not prosper.

The Estate's box turtle colony is landlocked by neighborhoods, preventing mflux of
new individuals into the population Development and high populations of predators impact
nesting activities.

Management of the natural resources at the William Floyd Estate will always be
performed in such a manner that the turtles and their habitats will be a primary consideration.




WooDEN MEMORIES OF THE MasTic SHooTNG CLUB

th: Estate recently accepted a gift of three significant regional waterfowling crafi.
This donation consisted of two handmade wooden gunning boxes (also known as coffin

boxes) and one custom made Barnegett Bay Sneak Box. All three craft date back to when
the salt marsh and old pond were leased to the Moriches Bay Gun Club in the 1930's.

The sneak box design is a very effective low profile boat designed only for
waterfowling. The traditional olive drab paint allows for easy concealment of the craft among
salt marsh plant communities. This specific sneak box was also equipped for sailing to the
hunting grounds. Gunning boxes or coffin boxes were designed to transport either behind a
tender boat to the hunting grounds or to be towed behind the individual hunter through ponds
or over flooded salt marshes

Basically, gunning boxes accommodated the land based shooter. Gunning boats
provided access across bodies of water for shoreline based hunting, or for hunting open water
among ice flows and, if the situation dictated, open water shooting. Both the sneak box and
the coffin boxes were thoughtfully designed 1o accommodate the gunner by providing ample
storage space for decoys, guns and the endless equipment that duck hunters need to employ

their sport.

All three craft will be displayed in the outbuilding area for visitors to enjoy throughout
the season,
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Sketch from the Family's 1922 Guesi Book

Jumior RANGER PROGRAM

In conjunction with last season’s Mansion of Happiness: Games from the Parlor

Closes exhibit, seasonal Park Rangers Vivian Morgan and Richard Ohlsen developed a Junior
Ranger Program designed for the site’s young visitors.

The children spent their first day as Junior Rangers studying and learning about the
games on display, While studying the exhibit’s information pamphlet, they learned the rules
of the games, the era of each game's popularity, which generation of the Floyd family played

them, and most of all, the children grasped a good understanding of the Estate’s use as a
summer retreat.

_ After setting up a weekend schedule, the Estate’s Junior Rangers were ready to greet
visitors in the reception room of the historic house. Guests of all ages were guided through
the exhibit by the Junior Rangers before a staff-guided tour of the house. After a house tour,
the Junior Rangers challenged exiting visitors to a game of cards, chess, checkers, Parchesi or
any of the other games replicating those on display.

Each Junior Ranger, volunteering 1-2 hours a day on the weekend, had to complete
eight hours of service to receive a Junior Ranger patch. By the last week of August, 15 Junior
Rangers had earned their patches and, according to the game sign-out list, collectively played
over 150 games with visitors!

The William Floyd Estate’s Junior Ranger program enabled visitors to experience
game play in much the same way as the Floyd family did, while it gave a sense of pride and
accomplishment to young members of the Mastic community




Historic BLack Locust TriEEs REPLACED

As a result of hurricane Bob in the summer of 1991, two of the four locust trees in
front of the manor house were uprooted. The history of maintaining these plantings dates back
to 1863 when Sarah K. Floyd (1837-1923) first planted four locust trees in front of the House
and named them after her favorite cousins. The Estate archives confirm that these locust trees
have been replaced over history, usually after major storms.

Initially, the Estate stafftried to acquire black locust trees commercially for replanting
but attempts were unsuccessful_ It was then determined to transplant two trees from the lower
acreage with the use of a truck-mounted tree spade.

After anexhaustive search of the property, two specimens, with the desired symmetry,
were located growing on field edges.

The project went extremely well and the two new black locust trees are now in place
and are expected to thrive in their new location. Both trees are close to 16 feet in height and
are 6 inches in diameter.

Wavsipe ExHiBITS

A eam of specialists from the National Park Service Harpers Ferry Center, Division
of Wayside Exhibits, is designing new wayside exhibits for the William Floyd Estate. These
informative panels will provide visitors with an orientation to the site, interpretation of the
grounds, outbuildings and cemetery and will address some of the most frequently asked
questions. The wayside exhibits will be located in the visitor parking area, at the end of the
boardwalk leading to the Old House, and at the Cemetery.

ADMINISTRATION

The William Floyd Estate is administered by
Superintendent
Fire Island National Seashore
120 Laurel Street
Patchogue, New York 11772
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Grandparents travebed by ferry to visit the Woodhull Elementary School in Ocean Beach.
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s, which resflirmsd b
spirii of seif-deperminnsfion
Ther wail] framquil B8s wers
itn gpededem mra; now b2 8 aim
Py " nkce ofd willage,” pan
lectad From onslaughi by
s midern by e lack of res
lamrants G bR &nd
wveed From stalfiness by i
reniere g comiempnrary
bewch honbmas spraw] al the
i o privace walkways on
iy by, Lit Cluibosne. Dn-
vid Carh mnd Oeraldins
Ferrars are in ressderce
pomewheare, bui fhe com-
miiilEy SHE Hhed 16 b ids-
peribed By s solibsH
lrague, & panrakr break
Emud o e irwhoose, ibe old
Fiplwayimeamn om the deck whe
wtngn ahive o
Salislie B8 fid by CoREn
sus, which mesns thai giv
en the mumber of lewyers,
Jjrurnafiste and podH e
who have repamied e eir-
Iy mmks of policesen and
flremen It iz n releodlesaly
petiviat fown, In rEEpones
13 thie pechmil $20r s, i has
emergeil o8 ihe island lead
or; Save Daar Sexihose, the
Erass-romss  OfganiEschon
Iumaded hy residesis s an
Imporrtant  inslrumsesd  of
change. The vilage's map
or, Ja=l Carr, was 8 boy in
1939; ke rem=mbere what |8
wan like Ein pEamwl &l ifhe
prEam and see the hay and
hiw Rl the  W.PA
warked @0 restore  ihe

You don't ha
of money to have good taste.
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besch Win thems now b=
thsl sell-heip I the oaly
Wl OO St vbve 1he nexd hure
ricone, "Therg @ie $6 many
layera ol buresscrws that
weE Bid loid in & Enika-llke
menes of pstharily,” he gays
e hyve decided we have
b g 18 alone.” Is May, &l e
cost of SI08,000, (ke 1own
pul miie as 16,000 cobic
¥ards of sand back oo is
bemch, a sscrificial berm
whd planted 8,000 plugs of -
beach grass In hopes of con-
servimg 8 new dunes. The
widanlear lore depariment
came 10 waler the seed-
tings. A weeh lacer, ihe high
thle washed ool moch of (B
sxni

HEN TN AND IS FORE
beary have carried
ta lire Istand from Savvilis
since the [ERs. Mis grem-
pramddfuifey wwho worked i
B boaryard ped sleays wel
comed 8 ENCEEE DS el cud
ofi The waber, ook pariies
over i@ fish when the big
weTe russing or hune
wiven ihe dischs were mi-
gralimg er pick hally far
Christmess. By the 1800,
hin [wiher hsd nidaEd &
regulnT sprvice 0 Waier Is.
lamd, where #he Whise
House aiferad boollng lig-
uor, end s Cherry Grove,
whare the hoi=l thet had
besn {nshioned opi of the
wrecher lersmdah Emiths
oid house served share din
nere wilh [resh vepesables
The lamily bustness, which
maans Ken Ji, ks wids,
dutighter, am wnd cousing
o nesded, now pwn eighl
bedida, & parking loi, repailr
whipyurid, advertising agen-
oy, bar and resimurant
Farries, of course, aie (s
fileline 15 Fire lshand. In
il Dy pEssenpers,
inmd,  Eewiliing maderials,
medicnl supplies, newsps
pura apd LIPS amd Fed
gril Express  packages,
Eaein pepaTia that he Bas
tramsporied Ming wases,
with aconmpanying Euards,
avEr 15 e Pieeg — o) new
they were real™ — mid &
baby rlephant io 8 Jane and
Taresn party ihore. From
his defivery of Ferussrwares
alone, be can chart the
grovwil of che [slend Ffrom &
simpde ouipsal bs n sophisis
caled  peqrent:  izlevision
#ria, ice machines, awim
ming-ponl equigrment, exoi
|e plants, bof tubs. "In the
', he typecal Ealand
hiiisd hail & plochss fmd &
pursp, i shiaes oo the deck,
totes. heabed Treen [AnKS s
I8 railing,” he recalle. “Te

day, 1 i & madninnd bsppee
with nund esiesd of grine
From = ldpiims obseiving
whiptrard behavior, he can
philoanphize on rhe eee dis.
fineriias  Beleden (ke 1T
iowrm. "1 cam even bell Yo
where prople are  going
when ihey walk down (b
ElresE in Smyville " He has s
lingering fondness for Wy
ter 1mlamnd — he sella heva-
papers direciby off (B bl
erm — bui bis inverie
CEEn A ] Cherry
Grove, which he dedc ribes
nn o B stage, Filled wich
Frisndly, inlerami people.

THE FIRET YIEW &GF THE
wihile pecnes jowars of (he
Belveders In Cherey Grove,
riing whove the wanrheled
wil &l dockebde, moaikea &
Inxiimg Impresshn Slnoe i
waa bulll by Johe Eher
hadd ko he 99608, B has
remmined, = spivil amd bore,
the centrnl monumsssl s
Ammrics's chdes) gy sabike
nent, which daies fromm 1he
I82rs. Eberhardl, whi wais
n noenic desipner by irads
mred has Bl mnre ikan 58
Esiised iw i commenily,
each whth st lEas & s ol
the Aelvederes whimasy, is
HE largeal lamdowner now
He created his maslerpieoe
with archifecinrsl bies 5
porces had  sslvaged
from okl esiabéa or con-
sirucied himssll. With 1he
help of hes odopded s mmil
lver, Crolg, b= bas been
periecimg it ever since, fin
Ishing I|is swrimces with
Erompe Touil marble and
freecn, wdding gargovies
amd Piniaks and slabormie
fifrwr Af@era

Thes place, & Islierintd of
pedductive spaces, W AR

ranged around Eberhard's
ol dierrain, which inchwies
w dAitile-heElght visg room
with crywial chandeliers, o
BT ain, frand plang, oles
sical scausry &nd second
shory palleris. Is the gar-
an courd, s meEwly Bogiiled
LEth-contury ltwllan casting
of e “Apslls Beleedere™
preshdes creg che live arems
of well-mnecled young men
kfling in 1he bt dub mnd
Foul. Frims & large terrmce
on the by, the ooast of (e
mainiand ia an Woory line
Im e @lstance

The Bebvedire in Elser-
hardis  Idetime achisve-
menl, 8 Vemetlan lanlasy . 18
Isi et didficmit B0 conjure up
the parties thal hive Iram-
spired heres over e yeara
afil ®  da,  Dionysisn
dreseaEp  pAgEAnLE  with
cants of ihoussnds This
yeur, i ensld Togs Tea in
Augesl |z sdverthssd om
|nimppasti, bul n fhe TR0y,
BN Evibatios 0 the Belve-
dete wiid Hke & key tn ihe
city. Tm ihoss duys, che
Orivee Wi @ primiides
pince — It had no slectsicily
— buf §| slready had & tra
ditien &l hoagilality. Oacar
Wwrlde had swayed wi the
Lty Girowe Hotel in ihe
la# 19385, Matslie Murray,
Yunel Flanssr and W, B
Auden and hils elrcle fre-
gornded ihe bar g diiie
Bl off Duffy's Mokel; s ibe
B07s, rhe popular flace was
the Sem Bhack, wiheis (ks
eocial evend bnown a8 high
ten wms (bl b retuced

In swishlishmenty ke
thess, iy lils hescame in-
creaningly pubfec snd eaos.
b2, the iamses pairons de.
Finved wvew e ® I Croien his-
bory, How social prenss ks
the loe iailsce, a large dis-
cobai known lor j6s drag
quesnt vl fhems week-
endy — legiber In May, hes-
bifna In Seplember — or
Cherry's, & eeenfsriahle

gy brtir Bt i s e
shamiy whede e cormmuni
Iy celebiraies surdown, are
Isir [mgncy
Cherry Cirmee i il ad
heart ® il bokaeminn
lowm, wiih snme 308 modees
woden bouses thsl have
nkfmes e 15e Tulle Shed
wnfl Dedipus Wrecks amd w
enre of kcaly wha gather in
ha avening mroond the ol
ann 8 Char s The Crovs
bt prowd of lis diversity and
Eistory @nd the annual dey
of volleyball agaisat 1he
Salialk County Police — the
Driviatles vweraum (ke Cp-
peties B in swmmer, the
Grave in o blaienily com-
mercial speration — &uden
ealled it “Fleasure [sland,™
the “oulpoel where noiking
Im wicked: Bat 1o b= sick nr
sy Whilt most local
redidentd avedd the Miss
Fire Tslamf cosleil &l the
samener, some of
them Nike (e sediesd par-
I¥ stmne, however cudeslal
Bl o CAmPY — Chddiy'n da
eelebrating & 199h snnlver
wary this year mnd adding a
dog show ["Erel  Your

Rad Halr Day v ks many
alher evenip

The cesdor of the Grove,
nestled down low just off
R harksor, gees all nlght; i
Elown e n ihemss park or
i advenlere lsnd  The
bardwalks & el of
plrasure-seeking  10UFELA
leem mll ower Americs wnd
Canwds, ¢rofi-dreussry an
Bramiiful boys mnd affsc-
linhdle coupliss, The mew
wirobes ared pmok s machine
il the los Palece cremin &
mether woeld where glam-
oroes ynung leshisns gen
out mgrestinely ol adder
geeens preside i the Bar
The Meat Rack, the woided
cruiting rove beiween the
Grove &l Fire alned
Pimea, iy onoe BEAIN B BEs
il playground, the plece &

N SUFFOLE

Pierrbeand 1y

B2 for o capmal encounies
wlrer the bidch or lnke ai
might
W Grovers il sheut
their neighbor he  Pines,
they wudlly reclie some-
thing Fies “The Fines |s prei-
1y innl phe Grove s Tes™ or
“pine  clones™ o
Slurdined clissin™ Dei the
Emrit of OooepeEtiikea I8

faxin travel bach asd foris
belwrsn the ren paedanmi-
mancly gay comenunities; om
e Fourth of July, lerries
Full &l Grovers in high drag,

Frince among them, cross
e wmir fof (e arsomald = e
wision of the Pimes”

WITH ITS THREEE-SIDED
fnch, ila wakerfront eafe-
bar, and |ty assembily of big
yachis, ike harbor sl Flie
Eifasd Pinea lockz like a
mingn sei Tor a European
regart. Flatd of sssuals
apedl pui of che forise shegs,
WDyl mes with igghi
nead bodies walkh by with
thels werkeml dwifedy and
whiris hesg on & pole sos-
premelerd hed weprm (meir ghol:
ders. The harbor's Morel
berders e carabally jlang-
wd and maticulouly mn-
i

Beyond the harbor, oo,
the Pives does not ook ag
afl jike piter Island seils-
mefila. The nrgest commmo:
miiy b all Bt population,
with B housss and 290
mwimming posls, it runs &
Tull mile Trom eRdl by i,
fravn modil B mouth, (lis
boardwaik rolln dramet-
cally over ihe pecondary
diiies. Om tha exabern end,
Ehere i5 B complex of 186
crperative  pArimens
hidhisn in the posss; winng
ile waled, by modern-ar-
chiteci houses are chosed
bifdnd  1ali  cranmenial
paen, deer Temcing aml -

'!:h-l-i--éln-nlp & lew ihosisand lest -H-,burihnurn-- than & year sgn.
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cufity Eyitems; almesn ev-
grywhere, shade ibrees,
Flormers and bailsn,

Real.-estaie values i The
Pinea comgpars [nvarably
with Beverly Hills: ihay fell
in the s wiih the [
wimer of AFDE bar dhey
haven'i heen aifecied very
murch by ke winbes 808 S
There are only n few eunm-
plen ol 1be Bungalows Team
whe exrly 50's that replaced
ihe squaiters’ ienis in e
wrea, jml an s ace only
a lew diresy memories of
the ariginal gay communiiy
thad emerged in the 56, &
“pEw-clnis enclave™ il
sns “young, alfluent, e
fighirned and brecty =
besth aminudes and styie,” ns
Midge Depier, a8 resldeni
iheem, dencribad W n her -
e eiswy “Bovs on the
Benoh ™

Ioha Whyts, who was &
mceinha] model when he
aFrived in the Pines Im the
I 3TE Al W OWES
praciically the wisode tawn,
cam shepch a hried chronal
oy of stars thal meppesla 6
pocia] histsey:  Ellzatsth
Tagher aand Rlohisrd B
Mantgomery Clifl, who wia-
e Elem Pired LS SEMUTCT
he @il Tussday 'Webd,
Andy Warbol and $eve Ru-
ball, Cakwin Kldin {who befi
Im ehe mid-Bl's), Ierry Her-
mwn, Tommy Tune, Fobds
Byid asd Medonna, who
wiglis her broiker. Whyins,
who Bid classle  blobd,
SuUSEE-|awed  grnd ook,
merves high i8a o capacily
crads on the apper deck of
ihe Pavilkm, his har aver
loaking the harbar, bhelow,
ke has sdded & oavernoo
diwcn, decorsied with mar
rorn mnd cryafal chamds
liera with Biué &fd pirpke
lighaa Lessking back o= the
Inbtr 40, he recalls how
ihere were group dances
willh womyen them, bedamie
It mpy Wfllegsl loe Ewo men B0
be iopeiher Froan the 309,
he recountd Gadicss  amd
memadinl services.

Whyte = absn preibdent &l
the Pines Conssrvidlon 5o
ciety, which ihis year i
planning n gain  Pachéen
ghow mroumf bis o Do
ralas money b eebald e
diined. Swmener can be
masured auq B bepsldia
e Ciosimilgg Owrt FPariy Fhat
opefesd ihe peason will in
puchbien in rasae monsy for
Lyme ditenis ressarch; tha
Twice ks & Blue Moon party
for the Lambds Legal De-
fenee Mond; e Modning
Parey on the beach In &u-
pust for fhe Gay Wen's
Flealth Crimin. Bl il ot

Qumibng up (ar the liland Mermakd, & restsursnt sad nightapot im Ocosn Beach.

high:brned pariies sre pri
vaie, celebrated in housss
akmlled by henieboys wheie
dinner bhegina ai i1 gesd
dpman end unkil W' Elme B0
danon “I cookid e with
David Bouley st pight.”
pre recidenl lefs deop, de-
werfbing & mochs cobme
b

Alam Mirorkman, #ho &
hend af the Froperty Own
Ery’ Agsosinbion iy the eiléc-
tive mayer of The Pines
Hives im o bosee Mied wilh
the wrl of [riemds Woe Low
&l Mashiii and surnoanded
by & landicaps will & =5
I=efull. We ahows nofT e
cesnminiey ke o praciiced
diphmar e InDongrunus
Iy Ixe grocery sbgre, with
jin kb Eank, crah cakes
mned wegethy s rolls bo gec
the seaplape losding; (he
comenunily cesier, houssd
im » comforiably phain ald
Cnasd Guoard acalissy (B
beachiront Besses Flying
MNags. He xlao shows off ald
friemdy diks Rite wnd Joch
Lichimnaiein, who Beroaghi
wp [we chilldres hers —
“Were In nfl the playe”
Inck nfiers congenially
and reeenl arrivals ke
Barhara amd Marvin GH-
w0, wha have bailt an im-
posing  post-pra-modern
houge oo the hay  Pines
homyepwners whe almast
erually divided between ho
mnsediEils and sirslghte
mow, nlthough akboat kall
thooe hinties Af8 FEpied,
Py 18 gaye

The Pines is e ol e
vemmprnl  erillEmenin  OR

Fira Billind, bat H's bhees
tere JonE Shoamgs 10 Bvnlve
Ity pwe culiure [ haas il&
owm flaf, 15 Socis] schid
ule, B3 aern of sciive pex
npd plegani adyle, 11 B
“ilrietly ordmid de n
el &4 & charscier de-
grrik=s a similar comianl-
iy In Terrence MoHally's
“Lips  Together, Teeih
Apart.” 1% lesls liiks & ahel-
leredd pises, A FITRARE LiD
pla. The fnci Ehat Prask
O'Hara was Kiled by a jesp
o the beach in 1908 I8 a0l
dimwrhing “There im no
place lke thin in the workd,”
pays Mok Heward, & real
eEta ke hifokEr

VERYTONE AGEEES
rhal the winier of
IS0 will  Mgure
prominewily In  ihe
ameais ol Flye |slare
Coesprite % vrdbephsll
ared ong Sl asd
g of besr, Lam win
e b willl Pel. “Yow
mialie o wirh whal you hawve,
1 guess,” & youing womas of
Ferd, wdching her children
s e aroesd the plisogs
ol hoimsen wrecked By (he
pinrmm.  Hameswners  §re
mill  reconsIrUCling Dt
bmbprapes; nlibough mosd
of them had Federal flood
irmurapce anl were reEm-
tareed for lowess, many ane
still wallbng lor permission
i rabsipiled “'Whai the DLEC
|Ceparimesd ol Dk
meenin] Crmasrvalisn] BpeEnt
repratedly fying over sor
peoperiy trying #n caleh g
ple daing illegal work @ &

mnitipls of whal i wsuld
have coid to have ssamined
niil expedised s permits,”
Adam Rope o resident of the
Purers, wurm we, cimlnen Cing,
the skeleion of § swimeing
poil e wmnia Bo régmer

inevinbly, In the wmlber
math ol ihe Form and with s
silll-nlling economy, (e
reilewtiee thnther b pad
fered smed che homes have
siippad in walis, frem (e
B30 08 bungalnw in Ocean
May Park or Kismed 05 e
B ) harmchy heeane in Sl
bmire nr Senvview grd e il
Hen-<dollar property in The
Fimrs Beach hossees repor-
pend  |arger  InveILmens
than chey did W or 3 yesrn
agn. “We are sulbering. but
WETE NOT o DR ronen,” Sys
Lee Mehlig, n Brolier b6 Sal
tabre, ~Thirs @ & real (Eaac
ity and Tesling of legacy m
this paliamad *

Peopls Bke Ken Steis,
wias havvn liwedl tBrmngh sth
Br wEinis slorms here, Ery
b sk cosmparisons apd
deteci nabwral cycled thal
weomid answer (e big ques-
ion, ba in ihe evd, ey sy
that Flre lnlend siaedy &l &
mew critical point im s his
tory, The Fire 15land News
fepart bl the Bubiomal
Husricane Cenler has pre-
dicied imcreases i  bath
srorm ferociiy and frsquei-
cy bor the coning Buf ciedns
wmanen.  Oerry  Saoddard,
preatdeni of the Pire Daland
Anpnciation, Gays rhatl Gav
prnar Cliimii AW SEEMS [
underyinnd thar Firs [sland
I o just am eapesdabds

Tich mEns resoe] snd mesds
in b rescusd He predicla
that the Habe report =il
der|are an dmergeEney olbo-
[

Ll e inken mEnYy
mmontka fof politicians and
ihe perernl public in begin
i iifdaralind e wor g
o the scoeywbsm ol (B
Orenl Ssath Bay amd o
prasp the imgoriand  robe
bl Fled laland's hairier
bepch plays i protecding
e Boasth Thare ol Long M-
land, Bow 18 dines Duller
waven i deepe] minrm en
ergy @nd how wihoil this
hieet 6f delense, mor smly the
Ixlnnd Bul absn  low-lyieg
Ling lilasd, M hiwiai, e
stbuthong and b dollae
eomrint indusiry cookd be sl
wink el i v b,
apartment buildings a6d
thmugandds of Magses lie in
the food plain snd skl
BavE 10 e Eveoused wich
the higher fldes arsd ccran
wurl thar & breach would
bring. 1w che 1905, the Fire
Island Ansociadion erecied
i bilFbaard on 1he Monehuk
Righwny it repd "I Fire
Enlansd oy, o' 1 be undei-
waler here.” AERIn the &
snciation s mRjng  hed
wittheut 8 dunes, Fire I3
lamid i Bert @ [raglls sand-
har holding buck the Aflan-
Eie Feam Long [aland

I the absenoe o | momeedi-
nir gowermment nanialisds,
Fire laland has begun 1084
dfiress berach renerishment
on (En awn Tewesdl S0 i
withen Bave abresdy hired
condlal sxperis; one B In
vegtigating the insinlision
ol comcredn resld olfihase
b eonserve sani The aang-
cintkom s trying io sstablish
an ermaion crenfral discrker
thit will faciets oocess
dredging Envirmnmenial
comdroly affen Frusiraie the
efioria ol once-soaliogically
sendilien  hOMEOWHETE 8%
chey Nl ifad they can’t re-
#ore bewches whers iha en-
dangered  piping  plover
meudy mnd Ehey cna'n dredge
a@md [roif U apywhers in
Ihe acean. Everynme agre,
however, thil thé Fewl0TE:
i ol Fiie Islnnd bepches
will [egice  cnmenicmeent,
inieragency  coondinadiog
and wn meerall plan

Irving Like, Ihe §CLSTRHEY
bt the aksssintion who was
IeAlruimencal  in drafiing
the legislntion fer the Fire
Izland HMadonal Seashars,
P reactivilleg &
dhrly pléce of Congression-
&1 brglelniion frnem | B80 [al
wourd hoar e Emaalill g ]
iyeiem of 20-feat  dunes,

fConiismsed aw page 30)
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§Caninued fraen poge 187

bioad Bsaches wnd groims froen
Fire Igtund Tnket to Montawk Polne
bo praserve 1ha Long Island coam
10 & 1 delny in snecuting 1has plan

*Chur bewve ol l|||"lr_l‘- wnivus e

s ink ||||-|||.-|| withe lllllll:lll' aniil

srukdenly the his ol s

crnses. Sibenly @ mansier piteh

alanred o e thien -||||I -..

Todrrisie

(e

L L]

nnd whei scitvisis have called the
sila'd “rrireal [eeen narnre" that
pre hald reaponeihle lor the hrsach
ol Dune Mosi &1 %6 s )L
RBeach Al wimier, which han nos
ko nms s hail-mile wwde inled sl s
mudlimiflioa-dolar pebilic proslems
Yoo dlon's rum from nabure, yea

I=auam froms 11,” aays Like, wha was
fmatrumenisl In haling roesliroc-
tion nl the Showebom nuclear plas

Samd iz 5 reangrce ansd § o misETn|
in ihe poilic irutl. 1T # Wétw s o
&l thisl we wWeie lalng, Yy can b
pure  fhe Federal CGovernmmesd
il baé ol eitE LTYlE 1 Do

Call wall [

1 Boo 3637777

e

Ad

sperniing 0T

|||-||-|"r-|llll'|'-‘l'L L= I‘I'r':ljll‘lu ;
Fex |uu|-nm"'|- hiillerrni i"l:l"
rm o natuimlly b warifusl balishey uite,

....';:I-.-..r L ﬂ...'r ar

i §
ErprEal e vl agenl

%}uélm
It lee 250l ]iﬂrr‘rnt.

e —

amrvl il Samd
Firs uinmd

Wigh fhe hurricane peasod of [ial-
by only & meith seay, the Flre -
inmad Awnocimtims B ownrried abemwl
lirve SRewiin pofl g Uit Thie 512088
ket bow] dec by ko =10 e mesds this
mumih el thid hE Army Coeps of
Engineess =il ba working on the
heaich by Saplembeer il U we iy b
mil, Bt b Anys “wees that | shnoet-
ing dice "

Coaminl geologive  llkie lay
Tara¥i, whp works wiih fhe FNews
Tork Gea Grand Program, s 8
sun lof comeern But o for panic
The wesizrm el o Tre lained la
axinily minbbs, hié aays o5 Exstern
amd b dynembs, wivich means 8 =
graduslly migraiing #edilEnaid
His frame af relerence = 3 o 103
yeard, hivwewer While B wains
that & hervier wland & aulbjeer W
nuiwral changes e magrallons or
1k lorenatidm of Inkegs, Susm sy
pesple woaTy 1Bl the ialamd wil be
underestes ih & deende o e
“Thet Doea® 18 undormpiving,” Termiki
comcades, moguing That & anly
wmy in missmies $porm dampge b
fnre B GCCHTE 18 8 mammpemenl
polkcy with boih conlniiy &ed
Maxibality: ~'v'ou can'l shary some
thirg mid mot Tnlss Bl powm adsn
cma Y et 4o wolve problems with
n projsct thil kas & dlazinee bagin-
niing @fed nd

Park rangers &re moce phills
mrpdiral abil & EoddNE Ol &CTion
David Griese, for ssample, s b
Epun bn che Park Service 5a 8 Sock
teery b Wadoh HAll b [T wnd In dhe
Al AT rEC] rampaT e, |8 SR
ifriic 15 hofmsdswners, bad ha
pvias thai “ithe beech comes and
goed, eapecislly when you dant
hawe a poied of referescs Nike &
hoiuss ©*  Mady peaphe think e
rRAgETE wonld mod mind il the
whnle miand revered o wilder
mrai. Tangers think § kot aksat en-
Asngered species and stology and
ket Faman spiril. 1heae penphe sy,
and falk abos laih in e fours
the way Al Dore does

Ai the Tar eambern end &l Flie
Island, chere are only one oF WD
houses jali in theé wilderness srea
tn attewt 15 the small squadisrd’
culonles that were pnos there, and
Thiy =il b pooe gonn, leaving be
Wind eighd mikes of uninbatdied
temc kAl ascpant dunes, soeme 40
fesr gall, the highssi on the island. 8
landscupe fhal madl Fesemble (hal
of the 176h ae 18th century, Deck
RAaraelt, w@hi B the miresied rasger
far ihe district, can palad diil 50 e
mlif hrea ks in Ehe By reEr and a1l the
immineni ansl, o0 Al The spol
wrwnn s Ol Enlel oo (S map, he
BE5E, ANy el ing s weinild pa s
ek o e fmct Ul Than isleq wil
he back ™ &1 ansther near-hresch,
he climbs a fnesstior cessd dons and
walke bach scross the ineg Mad
mverwnah, "' worry aberiil 18 DN,
e admits “And alier ket whe
ks 0

i ekl in perens of
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By Patricls MeCuilough

Fire lifdand and Loag betaied am hosis jo ai lcasi
K UNSEME I Bt ST

by goames aigd pocy a8 il pleases. B oopeodecos rapd-
by, theiwing, euplshng, klling, then saddenly vanish
. b B acichiniy aid] descacherns Badllkd

I i e Beows Tdd, dheledall envensnimond s
branch of the Glehall Red Thde, and despil
s et oty @ o8 open for msiness in (a0,
e Bivews Thde biningss o hostening

Brywn Telle i iihi ki given i
e hoge, troublesme adgae mass:
ex, made up ol one-celled
mecrnscopic phyloplankion,
Aurreiicius s aidfens
The firsi ouibreak of
Beoen Tide an ihe previc
ously prafing walers
arcund Losg liland
pecmed m 1985, aa’
whiih the esrepism o
u 19H7 - 19EP hia
e, ibese dis oo
wiy Blgal Do
have huwmiesl ks
waldls CYEry »u
coeding Smmmer
Thits Broswen Thde o
paisulaly alam-
ing becmese gl dev
astales B ech ’
manne eoosysiem o P
Ling liland a&d -
ke i Bay o a
dark colles brown
Wikh iz chokiag,
unainrEcEve lides” ihe
slgas seveisly thicgens
Easiern Lowg lshand s
e miad s 52 million a |
s arallop ifahsIry. el

Why Baown Tide octurs is "".1':! .
stll & myslery. Sciemisls we puas '-!"
pled sl whan the Brown Tide e 1|
wilig Causes ol 0 gpeml, whal fule g
romamemial fwclory such as weshor play, m
wliy i e Ll per qugsiniam has e dhsig s
CTMLEIIR il

Reseanchers belicwg i iiny organi ciduics e
winser by nanking b0 vhe boviom of e Bay, B s dos-
mand s, algas has b mcrmired in OXCeEriEE
ol e than VILOENN gulls per malliliies in wabors e
gl ax 32 deprees. The algee leods o niinas aml
phosphaies and denag i wally weiiif miballe ai
exuberant algal proawih ocows sad appears aa slimy
bevrsan w6 e waler, O oirteid fEseaich puraemnel
it Siony Brook Universiy and ihe Sallilk Counly
Evwuusimenisl Division suppon ihe thoory thal wiiuss-
sy iy ciidings derilig ha sarly spresg wilk &
EeL oL \III.‘I wi Puklal] sies W geniihile shw Prossn
Tides The algac preler Whe Bigh sslualy snd
deiesned waed coculsicon esaliang Teom jhe L o
Fain el Rig b amdel ralges . SCicnlnks, bie L, Perci
atempiing in deinmme caaily whal enyimsasg
facior combese 10 ail o algae “bloum,” Bel ey
e ot pengasinilid d Causs b e Irearsang e
e

Whaie ver e G0, Mis algae Bloom causes 3 van-
ety of enmrmaly doiremciial cliedis ujnl e T
hig @f Long lskand. Brows Tide bocks e smiligh
g e dafsle of the waler, prohibivsg ploiusyn-

Thems Bhai is essenisl Tor ibe growih of saderemien
prames. These grescd ane necded |or il proiocisn, of
Juigiieks ahicliah and laifil, wch as e Nofibern
pulfer, woak e sl bl

The ienuljing
ikececres mih prod
sty smimsls such
&% labsers  anil
ciali ibl s Dol
haimia lulisicrs,
camghi 1R s
by Lialsvinen wene
Chished dind vsiied
becawse they had
algaw witwor il

Feriuge, i il wis
ly allgoied iliugh, e
ihe scallops. Brown Tide
jalcrieres. wishi the Lfe oyche of
ihe dwchipmg butvas vy picvealing
i (rom preinng the nuinenis igsseaty 1D
it Dile, ol by ilic of stareson of sl
uliwn, Thi wedigesishle algue have succecdod in
pustig ol the sallop's mrmal focda

Sowcnivand have mon vel Tound e roogs Thal wd|

he Bay Killer

enalils e i ook up @ cor for Brown Tide which,
m jecvmesy sumeners, has dosieoyed 85% of the scal.
fop populaiion. In ke meaniime, (wo w0 allog
wans planiing £iions have hocn wdenaksn m a dos-
[eraie alicmpt b galeage the sulfocsed scaliop hed

These elioms by e Long lilind Green Seal Com-
miltee sfall ihe Mew Yoili Sea Grmal Exicaion (ilics
tavy v wcoredul in rejuvenaieng the devestsied

scallig orog, b lishermen are concemed by eipes-

Lo 4 wn even amalicy crop Uhe surmmer, por-

tups wopang a3 prdeniel 3 0 bl andis-

oy

This encomurolishly scmrme harvest iy

expecied 10 resull in 5 deciesss in

Tull-time Tmhcimen, wesply bocassc

o e prolasseda i Ao longer prod-
Iiabl G h,

Fonunsiely, slihough shere
were e vere algae blowma ia
LOES-POHT ihere “has been
niy ewideade of Brown Tide

s ihe Groal Seuih Day ihis

Sumumeer,” said Dr, Murs, a

sdagilbil @1 b gcoligy

offsce ol ihe Sullolk

Couney Heakh Sevwicos

. Linfoannse -

Iy, theve hie becs § docal-

mration & ihe wases af

Eamern Monches Bay, s

iklel proximabe i@ Fire

hslsadk Do b the cunous
ngiwre o Uhis aljae. Bn
mheoliile FeEsErIRce (hal B

Aeows Tuks will peadh Fire
Ietand Comuil be givin. Waicd
samples loken 5o Lar this s
mict hawe dhown ) e ol e
Beown Tele Algee.

Dr. Nuzns explaing thar Brows
Thic, unlike the global Rl Tide, o
nol ipxic 10 humans. Bessides being
mmghaly, Ueown Thele can be dangenoes
Iip humans Petouss ol Cauves ihe waics 1o
bocome dewse amad W Bocomes wory il
fscult 1w ez b bions.

Belore 1985, Hrosn Tk hod
newes Bwen moon in thesc
waleis, Mow il aliecis the

WA e el e el
iy of much of the stusys-

pemd aludg he sowil

shoey . Bogarh by a
emlizs i New Yook
Seir il Sellolk Coun-
iw, Maling mogo ihan
0 DU, b conl g,
Tiests are mun oa Henen

Thie cabiures ai ihs

Manee Scunce Kascach
Cemmer ad 1he Suie Univor-
gy Bl Swny Hrook
Hesearchon ssempl i doie-

it whal [aciom, sech as pol
labion, viuusts, of wEFlhed Coim-
b 1y cause Brown Tele, Sosemisis
art locking ame every mpect of algsl
ibosms, Trom Bhcir sutrilonal FéyuUreREit 1
their geowih Behavior. So far there is na simpla
meeewer, anl one can only bope B e mrky Brows
Tide will reslre 0 5 8 very enwelcomed vosod, dnd
Reavet i suddenly sl mysieriowly ks o CEme

bl SE LN AvDioy B0 oY TR 3Ry
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Fire Island Railroad
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PESL 24 AT AWOIHA "F01L QNS Jk:

Hicyele Builroad ur " Kokl ™ which fal betaees LRI
ahd Faivhasgur.

woua, hede Beive Beeii ilame wla i il = Ml slidst
ea githier bl o i paralvil. Bis) poisle Rt el
Rl Mlsmgs way et o bakding o lil -l Bepison
apwen the sping el Fue 15lasd bui Feedersi W
Eaidens il b pramd s hme hawe een T gieies
Al punl =B w sk K Wi’

Frodeick Dhititisn =g neplew of Austin Cuehin
S ils iy v hrjact whas howsk iseoi e et rupe Lawrg
Balsmd Bailpid o Beee Year's Bay, IEHL, and
Fema | uiaicd @ Mo fan 6 Emlrosl wiisl las ok

[ Zwer,

- ferpiey. 'we shossid. snliifou, o EEENE I8
tra his Belipor amd ihence mtoss T e
Soanli By 8o o lguiiibiial = ke Belilposy
chuieh iy S WDesgmbaibang welh dur
g page we shoikl 1aks (e s wosl wiih
Wb e cafleig. " AN ahoaard lar Waich
Hadl, D s Park, 'Waige lsband, Barren
Beuch. Faie Islaad Pings, Chiify Cefive
Sailony Huven Pt OF W imids Chwam Bay
P Seawiew, Dkt Baach, Bobhing Hea,
AiLainingir, Dlne wisl, Fag Harfor, alire
Kot atsed (i Fuig [l Lpgld " Haard!
Slomadid e aquiip L' yoli, hul fusahid @l gwirmesy
casbmand Uhimiels ol Pows widil the e baaped
hack auiwes ihy Bag jo reguos (e pegn e 81
W b aei

(4 gismtse ii Llmnfen s day, lew of iheas
Susmrmiiiiie s %y raaiabad B, i slldnm b B
Bl kg slabime it D drgen Sl Pain tliosgh
Lavin BEOID o i Dyl bl o, Wi Wi sty m Wl
Jakanad & Teerry Lmis and sl s sie kgl s will
5ol § gl Asarmnbly gl Pl o' Wisshe i ih

platl

[arin won sk dhe meoney and Buill & iwcemile sl
ol tdilenud linksng Bellpodr asd Faithigee with &
penetuting slaini o e gnd of e ling 11 congwied of
& Buany wanabon frassreudh avh @ wnghe Fmld o8 iop
ani snithe rell rumning siong ise ground, The
capenmessl car, samed The Bockel, doubiless aflien
L mgin 't LM (sl ieam enget, wia buili
Mo Wik IA o al ilie besy publiily Bunis cecr, B
s dolvered 10 Pawhogus pescied on @ wigon doaen
by san i ol puweiful ouen. Moy eho Liw § weie
w0 caught by gesvelul leds of she revelutionary
LailrapRin thal 162y Do hl s b ol e oM pany

A dipaiih i the P hopee Advancd i Febnaary
ol 188 says, “A laige number ol people Cafme Oul
e Mew Yook amd Brooklyn las) Frdiy o irepesi
siid jghe § robe on (e bicycle car. Suge load ader
slage losd came down from PaicBoges, wnd ks
iy pages Famked wp s e Hagorman depuol on one
byl ey @ Lt Cimpany ol Bsei whu cami wilh

15/ Railroad...

iy, Dhanrgm i fode im0 il ow s e ol

Al e numsbdos el Wi o uris whes hisd ihe
voaraps sl (e wissie wolul ke B W Bk Tek
gl Bave Boen woll picased. The trip wis sussii
andll guist g wiibioul lic siinekg aidl Canderk Bl
e valahly ouCompanad sigan | sngee. More Ban
ihat, sl absalubely roinaiighle Tur dhe jeme, Tha
Hiwken' lived up s s v, B poxhcd 3 spsesd
ranrss ol miaiy Poslon i Deow . Hial ol Tl iy midvis
were smpresned, ihe goud Tulk ol Bebbpor) sl

PFaishugue worg b prepend o bl (hed necks &
wui B e unghidly apesd.

Figdoiw'k Dynign Lmbed @ fdc 1he 10 money
ncdad b Build iracks chaser 1o e cuy snd. by 1902,
i e Hpurn Mews reporicd,” The bicyohe radkrosd
wtin B bl s glinoneg oy of faged EarEl B0
Mew Vork will poon Bz anly 8 memary. The
plgmy syl ey abowgl o e oeen down. Fasl limss Wi
ek aie Il oo mnsdiaad diasn, Bul s peomEEeTy
ke b imresd sl sl cageial )W, Ovemon has
Faag i i domdgin o weibl Bieg them down 9 By
laspibasy i, lere du be wtilaed o varnas jeposes
roapsirn el v Buinler

Thus thd Fredenak Dusion’ s exivagan $icas 80
st i e gl e sl aransir so hoth Long
wind Uier Isbangdy. Dl cuMimunibes Fomaes uparsled
and vl bus Boem abls o dcvckip Sl EEnLEIN A8
gl ilive. Flad & couplt of g invemons
g ahod Wl devan . Baorerwer, ieday ihere mighl ]
Heuiting Bl atosesd wul ihe Barma Rosd

—_—
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Hicycls Rudirosd Car = Rocker™ which ran betvern Beilpor
and Paichogue.

piri. thore e heen dheoos whai dal mad e e Wi
as erhier ol of dessable. Mosi people ko i
Higheti Wimcs =ns #o on baiklng & Sosi-lane Righway
dowm ik sping of Fure lshasd, bul Fredenck W
[hariyss soel Tis grand swhome Bave Toom Burgolion
Bl jusi wlid Wi Ues nT

Ficdenck Dumon wa a acpiew of Amsin Corbe
& ymama deveioper s ho o0k v s hanknap. Loy
Lalamy Hailroad on Mew Year's Day, I8H1, asd
poshviprEuled ol Ha man 1he raibiosd waiil his dosk,

[ fed

JON

RARY

+ " ferruen., we should, INAMSu, Bc Gding ing
wain 1o Belipon and thence xomss ihe Dol
Souwih Bay 1@ 5 sworminal whkgoe Rellpon
charch is new, Dusmbarking with aur
bajjope we shoull 1ake the man wesi wilk
iz pancr calimg. “AN stoand for Wakh
Hill, Daves Pack, Waidr lilasd, Bareii
Resch, Fire lilassd Pines, Chaory Growve,
Sadors Havem, Poini O Wiosds, Ocean Bay
ek Scaview, (ks Besch, Robbing Red,
Aclanibgue, Dunewiood, Fas Hats, Salmire,
Kasmed and ihe Fug filand Light. “Taoard!™
Should the sl kake i, Pl could alse pumey
Fasiwal rvegh Sl Poiml uncil e e gped
hack aveass Bhe By fi rojeen the mais e 5l
Wenlhanifson

O <uwrse in Dusian’s day, few of ihese
pouEm s were ceisblnhesd, Bul, in skdijas o the
Bl sy akitmsi sirciched (rom Smih Pomi geough
Lasme Bl b the Lipghathomese, lecne wor hoich in Weer
inkkimd, Chasry Giree anad wial s mow Bl as weill
= e Cluisugua Axsembly gl Poind o Wossds In e

./

Dhunan 0k i money el buill & two-mile samich|
of railioad linking Beilpon snd Peichogue wih &
goreralmy deiion & e ol of e line. I comasicd of
& heavy wissken [ramework with § magle il oa op
gl mnoiber rail runsing slong the grousd. The
eupenmontal car, named The Eocisl, dosbibess abier
Secvemeon'y famous Dirsl nesm enging, wis Baili in |
mew Yiouk, In e of the besl publcity Suses gver, i

wai delvered 1 Packogue perched on o wagon driws

by an yoke of poeerol ozen. Many wia @w il wer

50 caught by graceiul looks of the rewaluisay

o e bl by ot seock o e Company.

A dmpaach in de Pechoges Advmnce in Febeuary
ol 80 says, “A& leige number of pospls came ol
feam Few York sl Beooklyn et Frday o inpect
sl fake 3 rde na ihe bicyche cur, Suge boad afler
sage losd came down Erom Palchoges, Shd Gl
iwephvr siages raitled up W e Hogeriun depol on one
dary iy meeed @ b comguny of men wha came with

15/ Railroad...

Wb, Drunton 0 ride on the bicyrie rol™

F
§
| B
£
;
i
=

e e e O

Al e motables gl (he owrous who ol il
comarage il e wiheng woiliald wa gakoe b e mile ridke
shoubl have beos well pleasod. The wip was smaoih
mnid yusel EHd wihioul ihe smoke and cinders thal
mevitably accompaned swam iranspon. boue ihan
i, sl sbsclusely emsikable Tor ghe sme, " The
Buchkot” fived up i s same. 18 resched 3 spood in
eRceas o maly mmiles o baur. Bl o e early rders
were impressed, the good Fodk of Hellpon and

Patchagor wore less preganed o sl thewr secks o
maCh oty dpesil

Freerch Dunion [dled o mise e esls
noeded o binkd dneki closc o (b cily s, by
e Belipon MNews reponed,” The beeyele railirond
wibich Bl such ghssrng promises of repid o s
Wew York will soon bo osly & memory, The
Iramewtik in sl 1 be Wira down. Fasi iime =
mak m ilw coporimesasd nens, bl (BS prosmNen
lailed b aidércd wallwni capsall | W, Orvenca has
Fampgho phe ambers sid woilll by ihem down o hes
lswwder oo, e b0 be wlilized lor wenous perposcs
reyuiriing yellow pue hambes™

Thus tied Fredench Dumion's eatravagan decam o
supplust b wicle and bring rapid ransie s bos Long
wal Fire babnda (hir comifiumiss romain scpmraied
anad exrh hae bees able i develop and mainiEin s
it dlararierisies, Had § coepls of kg mwesion
supgeatcd the decam, hirsever, ooy there might be g
Whairmia Kbl staicsd of dhe Purms Boad
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. THE STORMY HISTORY OF

FIRE ISLAND STATE PARK

FIRE ISLAND BEACH, FIFTY YEARS AGO

Sherwing Duvid 5. §. Sammds’ fumoun Suf Hotal sadd ans of kis Babylon lerian by lghibasss, bhe balat, snd, Iy Lowar :

H-l"rlhid endnm, with tawer, Commadars Hesry Husemaysr's hunlisg badge whizh ba calfed Tha Limary,
" { Coierdirgr Badriow Leader)
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' CHESTER R. BLAKELOCK

Il"_ Executive Secretary, l.ong Igland Stare Park Cammijzason

hgnl Firean ahe (hetobser, 194
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MAY 1971

shown most vividly in the ac-
companying chart:

Averuze
Tuslal Annunl
It Exleaskon Extinslan
{FL) [FLJ
TR2G-1EM ki) 130
1EM-1 5T RO 1B
1BRT-15T] B 1R
IE73-1587 500 179
LRAT-1509 B jbal
1805-1511 n 18
1911-1914 1500 EIR
19181524 R0 480
124258 1360 3
F928-1500 S0 415
1600-190% — &b =17
10001504, —Hly =y
1934-15035 i) 455
1036-1937 — B —A
16371808 00 i)
153015400 1300 ]
LEIS-1540 24395 -4 1§
(4.6 Mlles)
The first Fire Island Light-
house was erected in 1827 on

FeFEEsE

Published Monthly

Becond Class Postage Pald at
Wast Ialip. New York. Address sl
corrrespondence to  Long  lsland
Forum, Box 15 West Islip, N Y.
11753, Telephone: Area 516 MOhawk
10137,

Regular subscription §. Gift sab-
periptioms (if donor s a subsecribers
§1. Gifl cards sent Patron's sube-
scription, Includes manthly cophes
plus bound volume af years enid.
512 Back coples, whem swmilable,
5 renle

Poul Balley, Founder nnd Pub-
lisher 1938-33. Charles J. MeDer-
modl, Publisher 1050-61

Carl A Starace, Editor snd
Publlaher, Madelene A Starace,
Circalation Manager.

Contributing Editers are Thofmas
. Bayvics, Hobhert L Coles, Norval
[rwyver, Irls amd Alonme Gibbs, Roy
E. Loil, Clinlan E Mele, Cheater
, Oshorne. Louls P. Penrsall, Kale
W, Stpong, Jullan Denilon Banithe
Louls H. Schacider, Harriet and
Amibrus YValenlines

boach., Accretinn was  mnst
rapid during the period 1825-
1924,

But what about the period
prior to 18247

Capt. Charles Suydam, -a
former tﬂh?_‘;".l‘:lk:& n!dlalip, a
lifelung n, and some-
g Rt s

i ghal illiarn Mi it =
tent to a large part of the
Town of Islip, confirmed by
Governor Dongan in 1683, in
the name of the British Crown,
extended across Great South
Bay making the ocean the
southerly boundary. The grant
included a number of small
islands. In the Long Island
Forum of April, 1942, Capt.
Suydam wrote:

e know definltely that
muath of the Fire Island Stals
Park {now Fobori Sfoses State
Park) srea exieted nof ot all up
to about 1850 As to the Nicodl
patent, did it Imclude any pari
of Fire Iskand Beach ns it ex-
iia today? Im the light of the
fallowing, It is highly deubtiul
if amy part of this area existed
at the time the grant was made.

“This may be a hald stalement,
but conslder tho physical fea-
tures of the aren im quesiion.
Eastward of Polnl O Woods we
find the vegetation to be older,
more depnse and more varied,
As we progress westward we
fisd 11 to be mieh youRger. less
dense smd less varied, gradaal-
Iy thinning ouwt to nothing at
#ll a3 we ppproach the westerly
paint af the beagh.

=1t Is extremaly doubbiul if
this particalar sirip of sand ex-
tonded Im 18583 much farther
wial than the present site al
Palnt © Wiesda, Here nn Inlei
known st Huntington Exst Gut
separaied [ from ithe beaches
o the west snd norhwost—
whose southerly shores wers

ofice wiahed by the Allantbe

Deenn.”

Capt. Buydam’s ise re-
ealls references to “Spven-

Mile Gut” which existed in
Coloninl times, and that drift-
ing sand linked ome island
with another until a clearly
defined inlet was established.
The premise alao lends addi-
hnn-.r crdence to the name

LAONG I5lAND FLEUM

"Fire Island”™ derving [rom &
sories of islands — pmbahly
four, possibly five—which lay
across the then north-south k-
let or put of seversl miles'
width which, through the
years, hecame the almost east-
wdi?l: inlet a5 we know it to-
v,
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toral reservoir in the mouth
of the Inlet to the west of the
Jetty, plus a channel connect-
ing the two reservoirs, will be
used for the same purpose,
When it becomes necessary
later, o revetied sand dike will
be built northwest of the jet-
ty, and the jetty itsclf extend-
ad 1,000 feet.

The hattle to stabilize tho
Inlet started about 40 wvears
agoe with a study submitied to
the Federal Board of Engin-
pers for Rivers and MHarbors
by the Shore Protection Board
under the i of the
Rivers and Harbors Act. Prior
to then the Inlet received lit-
tle attention shoaling, “dTa
INE, NEIMIWIE Eﬂﬂﬁﬂhﬂﬂ
the dictates of tides, currents
nnd wind.

Under the Rivers and Har-
bors Act of 1905, a study of
the Inlet had been authorized
'Elrﬂk“'il'i:ﬂ tl':‘I"E"l'm Elm:r:

ater,
reporting to the War ri-
ment in 1906 agreed that it
was not advisahle f{or the
United States to undertake
the construction. This was the
first study and report on the

Inlet by the Federal Govern-

ment.

Under natural conditions,
the navigation channel across
the mouth of the Inlet was
about 8 feet desp. Wave ac-
tion at times reduced the sc-
tual available depth by two or
three feet. From this it may
be seen that crossing the
shoal, or bar, m_[raquenﬂ:r
a perilous undertaking consid-
enng also that in foul weather
the channel could shift over-

night.
The U.S Distnct Engin-
eers, among other thi in

MAY 1971

oess to the ooean for pleasure
boats, improve fishing, swim-
ming, sailing and other water
sports, and help reduce pollu-
tiomn.

g et Sles B wspaets who
new in w

believe the added tidal Aow
will increase the salinity of
the bay waters, and lower the
water temperature thereby up-
setting the natural balance
which may be detrimental to

Fire Island history is =0
closely interwoven with that
of the Creat Souath that
it would be practically mnrou-
sible to deal with one alone
as an entity. And this is troe
simply beécause part of the is-
land in the dim past was part
of the inlet. For instamce:
thers is no question about the
migration of Fire Island west-
ward a distance of 4.6 miles
hetween 1825 and 1040 when
the movement was finally
halted with the construction
of the Federal jetty at Point
Democrat. The migration =

L
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This airview shows how the sand thumb oppears today hoving been moved by Army dredges
from the Fire lsland shore to the Ook Beach side, creating o protective borrier for the security
of the houses in the community of Ook Beach.

prolec the shore from Flre Is
Innd Imbet to Jones Imlet under
A plan which provides for dredg-
ing the Fire Jelund Imlet shoals
opposite the western part  of
Dik Beach lo relieve The pres-
pure of the tidal curremt agninst
Dak Bench, to provide a deposi-
tiom mren for Qttorn] deife smd

kn obtaimn A1 materinl for Uhe
Feedder Loach and foF Dak
Haich Thé plan  antcifiales

hres dredging opernllons  over
n profct lile of 15 yeors in-
valving a tolal quantily of nboak
6 million cubie yarmds of mater-
inl."

Of the three phases of work
planned by the Federal Gov-
ernment, two have been ears
ped out. Im 1950 a new chan-

was duog through the
mouth of the Inlet wherse ae-
cretion waz at its heaviest

The cut was in a northeaster-
ly-southwesterly direction. A
dike was built otitward at Cak
Beach, and finally the old
channel close to the beach was
sealed. The purpose was to di-
vert the disastrous scouring
action on Cak Beach. The on-
tire dredging operntion en-
tailed removal of 4 million cw-
bic vards of material moat of
which provided fll for Oak
Beach and Cedar Beach, [t
effectively relieved tidal pres-
sure mgmnst the Onk Beach
community, which had already
guffered the loss of 8 number
of homes, and which was
threatened with wholesale de-
struction.

The second phase of work
i 1864 included dredpging a
cut cloapr to the jeftty and
placing the fll farther west ot

Gilgo Beach to widen the
beach. As in the fist phase,
this program was in keeping
with the original authoriza-
14

Meantime, at regular annu-
al intervals the task of Inlet
maintenance was performed
by the U.S. Corps of Engin-
pers, thereby mssuring a nawvi-

gable channel.

Phase 3 of the awnthorized
15-vear program is still to be
accomplished, Tt deals largely
with the establishment of a
doposition reservoir in the In-
let to the morth of Point Dem-
ocrat, The material from thia
desply dup nrea will ba vsed
to pounsh the area from Oak
Beach to Gilgo Beach, In an-
other of its [scets, materinl
drodged from o proposed lit-
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Fire lsland Inlet . . . Alrview taken in 1959 shows the long sond thumb on the Fire kland sids
at Point Democrat as it appeared 11 years age. The Oaok Beach shoreline wos being ropidiy
eroded ab that time with the danger of o new inlet breoking adcross the Ocean Parkway he
the inside bay.
*The gqueslion of pormanent “F H1.ﬂ.|'lj]:i5':i|'|g r_]'\e.i”],ﬂ.t I:'I'I..I'IﬂI'IE'] ated pew ehoals mnd tarns in
stnbilization and mainletionss of and I'I'I.ﬂi'.il'lf it snfe for nAviga- the fartious channel®
i mavignilon channel Chroagh faom, th_.ll- rnpﬂn El:-“t-l:."l'l:
Flre Iabamid Indet ix &till to t The recommendation, finil-
golvid, The Sinie dredging is “The elements, however, ook  jngs and explanation were in-
la ®FtveE afly 6% 0 slepgag i Bond. Te bBegln with, ab the l;_".'l.l.l_ll_'q_‘l i1'| n ]1_"||1'T' tlated .Iﬂ.ﬂ'
There i only soe Togicsl wi fme the huge sirocture was  uary 3, 1946, and addressed
o cope with this problem and atpleted), 1 elliveis nf the Lis Cn.;_ C:HTE'I.'H.'E' R!‘!mhj‘l!.l.'l
thai ls under the orderly pro 1058 Wisrticnme hnd nod vl heen [h.ﬂ-n L.|'|['_--'|_-['|_i|‘_ﬂ|:|. S‘hh:—& [hig-
by ol Pedetal e emsed from the channels and  trict Engineer with _l:rﬁ'lc'es o
i 4 Beaches i the wvioinily af Ehe Wall Strect, New York City.
: throuph 1he Curps ol Engindvrs T heh T P R b R i T b

and the Hivers nnd MHorbors Act

hurriesne af 1584, This wos fol- In 1856, in a report to Con-
of Congress.”

Tz = by A Egiveiabnn of Sever ;f‘l".‘i:i.\, ﬂ'liﬂ _|’|.m'|__'|.| EE’IEII'II."'ET‘S neC=
aborms in Uhe Wiikler of 104- ormmmended that:

Reason for the request was 0 eulnimating  in Novenlbr
given as follows: After noting anil Devember of DA wilh a A projiect be adopted by the
ﬂ'.lﬁt the j'ﬁ'1t'_|lr tl’("",..r.'”'l 1t2 work qiersis of arPosedve etas o hlleh oFes Limtimd Hiates (0 resiore  pnsd
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Fire Island Inlet

OVER THE years many the-
ories have been advanced ro-
garding the formation of the
barrier protecting much of the
south shore of Long I‘i.h“ﬂ'
possibly the country’s finest
white sand beach, beyond
which lies the continental
shell and the tremendous ex-
panse of the Atlantic Ocean.
Nature's factory continuously
mille rock into sand which s

carnied in sus ion to near
and remote iﬁrm providing
pleasure, recreation, and relax-
ation, in one way or another,
to the multitudes within
reaching distance, and beyon

A natural perpetuoal motion
“machine’ fueled by tidal ac-
tion, scean current and winds
from the four corners of the
B e T e
ia also responsi or changes
in the contour of the shore-
line as the unending milling
procesa continues in wiea-
ther, or foul; in tempest, or
calm.

Perhaps no better visual
evidence and demonstration
can be had than at our door-
step—Fire Island, the inlet by
the same name, and Jones
large a sector of the littoral
washed, scrubbed, and scoured
by the orean whose fury at

Albert Ruhbfel

times knows no bounds. It
seems bent on utter destrue-
tion of its handiwork which,
not infrequently, in this game
of "pot and take”—accretion
and erosion—it threatens un-
der the name of beach migra-
tion, a word prominent in the
engineering vocabulary.

Any account dealing with
Long Island south shore must
deal with the inlets, or gaps in
the outer beach. Fire Island
Inlet has come under most in-
tensive study by the US,
Corps of Army Engineers, and
the Long Island State Park
Commission which assured if-
self of the practicability and
:?fhilit:.r af hui]dl.g a ;:;.ri:

way complex on hy-
dmﬁ?u 18 feet above high
water, before committing it-
self and the Siate of New
?ﬂt:li.l ta such trmmdnu.: tel:n
penditures in carrving ou
plan envisioned by Robert
Moses when he was appoint-
ed by Governor Alfred E.
Smith in the 1920's to head
the revitalized Long Island
e

new

Couneil anu

After the hurricane of 1038,
when the ceesn pract'eally

ohliternted the original small
heach park on Fire Island, it
was decided to rebuild it and
its approach road on higher
g‘r&urﬁu. and to halt the west-
ward migration of Point Dem-
arat

It was realized that this
would mot be a ftemporary
bout with Nature's power-
house,

Woaork amed at stabilizing
the Inlet was actually started
in 1939 with the construction
by the Army ineers of a
5,000-foot jetty at Point Dem-
ocrat. It was believed that the
long finger extending seaward
would divert sand, i its west-
ward migration, from the con-
stantly shoaling mouth and
deposit it on shore between
Cedar Beach snd Gilgo Beach.

In a 1948 report to the
United States District Engi-
neer, the Long Island State
Park ﬂmnmmmns ‘Da' the Ha;
York State partment
Public Works, and the Suf-
folk County Board of Super-
visors endorsed the findings of
its joint engineering commit-

parmission, . Darcy
for the State Department of
Public Works, and Harry T.
Tuthill for the County, which
follows in part:

z

l

L L

)
/

Atlanmtas

CAFTRLE 1SLAMD

hywvan

REEi) b Fing
n [T LE]

The south thumb of sand [shown in dotied line) was remeved by Federol dredging in 1959 and
deposited on the Ook Beach shore to form the present thumb {marked 1971}
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Trolling for Blue Fish in Fire Island Inlet, os drown by M. J. Burns for Horper's
Weekly, issue of July 13, 1889. As this would indicate, Fira lsland Inlet haos
bean o fovoerite fishing lecals fer a very long peried. In pre-Colonial dll'fl it
wos the scene of shore wholing by the local Indions. In recent times i hos
been especially noted for the spunky bluefish.

About The Author

Albert Ruhfel is & veteran Long lsland newspaperman who
has reported the developments at Fire Island Inlet for neariv
half & century. The publisher and longtime editor of the
Babyvlon Eagle, which served the community directly across
Great South Bay from the inlet, Mr. Ruhfel subssquently and
for many yvears was president and editorial director of the
Sulfolk Conzolidaied Press, which publighed eight Soffolk
County newspapers, among them the Eagle which it had
pequired along with the talentz of its owner.
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becpuse of & shipwreck on its "

res on the night of March

'm1m1 when the steamship
-Student Prince Il bound fop

N ",_ Nova Scotie was driven ohta

A [t bar almost directly in front

,of  the -new bathhouse. The |
upu.!n and ‘erew of elght .
* were all rescued by men {rom

_’..'.!' | the nesrby Cosst Guard Sta.’

_-tion but the nhip rapldly broke
up and -was a total loss, :

i
' 1- -~ In the early siimmear of IH!
,a V' w-stone jetty- 4,800 feet long
'-‘1 ‘*- WES Com
My

at Point Demo-*

u .} l:rlt at ':hh: mﬂmﬁl Jecty
" This

mn.utrm:tﬂ*h "ﬂ'll* fﬁi

ST

it 4 bw,:_,i- LI

I‘ :;. rl. I| '\-I:.b & .jE :_1:.1-;"i:_!!| . ;l- : o
T L R
P R R Lo T 1

i Fire ]Illﬂd 'Eute’ﬁhrk.wu*reml *'marnmtnt In COOPETa-
! mgain prominent:in the news,’ tion wit

P T b

h the Long lsland
Sipte Perk Commisslon and
the County 'of Suffolk in order
to arrest the westward ncere-
tion of Fire lsland and to
'-.|1',lhllin Fire'Island Inlet. It
will also sarve as protection to
the new park improvements
located to the east. Another
improvement Inaugurated in
'1841, was the connection of
‘Fire Izland State Park with
‘? the mainland by telephone. A
"ypublic- telephone In the bath-
' house lobby I8 mow available
* for the firat time in the park's

"' Jong history forthe use of park
i yigitors and boat owners who
. areout fora :l'uiu or fishing
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trip of a day orf more and wish
to get In touch with their
homea or offices.

" Although Fire Island State
Park la uﬁfll accezrible only by
water, plans have been made
to supplement the present
Babylon f!rri'f service with &
short boat trip from the east-
erly terminus of the Jones
Beach Ocean Parkway snd
e

nhasa ndr

at thia Joeation, It is planned
to have the dock, access road
and parking fleld completed

in connection with the con-
struction . of . the Ca

Bridge acroas the Great Bouth
Bay from 'east of Babylon.
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. Baw" nothing* but -wreckage.
£rr Lamp - Chearful, * which had
..+ been closed for Lhd season, had
‘oo completaly  disappesred. The
ahip 0 taturdy s Western Unlon baild-
2N 5" ing which had stoodfor over
e U Aifty years waa alsygone’ but
o nTyseveral - hundred .~feet 4 away

Y. from the building's - founda-
tion-'eould be -seen 'pieces of

Q%1 - 4o bwo'stories  of the old watehs .

T bowerfR s N

- ,iui!_
‘-. brg ! -

: 34 made for the reconstruction of

=t park facilities but it was found

o that the old location: junt east”

; of the lighthouse' had  been

it L stripped of ‘all its” protéctive
iyt sand dunes and would require
& huge amount of fill to bring
it up to & proper elevation. A
vt oo new and much more desirable

! beach sbout two and a half
" milea west of the lighthouse
« &nd within .the area
¥ -!: e ..l' ; F

F -\..\_f-r"!:

Alrvlew of Flre Taland

Tl p:ll-ll.l.i.nth af the time the area was

shallar

qirt e aite” for: these facilities was:.
: » selected on & high streteh of

ed by

Bi bwin comstrucied sast of the bathhosgs,

the: [edera)
] i

Here waz copstructed dur-
Ing the following year a muod-
ern bathhouse with refresh-
ment and food Lar, shellers,
play ‘apparstus, superintend-
‘ent's and State Paolice head-
quarters, eyuipment shop,
contrete walks, water supply
nnd'sanitary facilities. On the

government in

*>inlet Bide of the park a large

ILT Plafik Fware¥ (i mediate 1y

‘semicircular boat basin was

dredged’ and bulkhepded with
steel sheet piling making a
sheltered harbor for boats and
Terries. These farcilities ware
opened to the public on June
2%, 1840,

While the construction of
theae now facilities progreased
i plan was presented by Com.-
missioner Moses to Suffolk
County for the rehabilitation
and restoration of the entire
length of Fire Island besch

“which had been devastated by

State Park shewing new boat basin and bathhouse
destroyed in the 1088 hurricane,

opeficd o

LONG ISLAND FORUM

the hurrlcane. The plan pro-
vided for the pumping in of a
protective hydraulic fill and
the conatruction thereon of &
coneréle roadway.  Part of
this proposed- - plan alss in-
cluded the construction of a
bridge acroas Fire Island In-
let eonnecting Flre Island with
the Jones Bench Ocearn Park-
way, The inlet bridge was
later dropped from the plans
because of the extra eost and
finally the entire plan of beach
restoration es advocated by
Commissioner Mosea was
abandoned by the County
Board of Supervisars;

Regular passenger ferry |
pervice s maintained from -
Babylon to Fire lsland Stats
Park although the dock which
wia acquired by the State in
1832 and from which the ferry
leaves Babylon was given to
the Village of Babylon in 1940
ind has been reconstructed,

e 1]
F

which replaced facllitien

The dark mrsan u.!i:.r-m-.: to the wilks thow the extent of bhepch Ernss

the publ

£ in the sumiwer of 1940, Sincs that tims plenie




4 | I.'n. e "rli 1"“1:.“;!.1

_; l"' ..'E. 1 _r:*..-l I My "

“ In 1918 a'rdisastrous  fire

swept through the' park de-
 atroying large gectiona of the

. boardwalks, the comfort sta-
__r tion and shelters Becauss of’
& ‘._ v lack of funds only' temporary
#i, 5. " repdirs. were. mades’ In its
. 21923 annual report -the Fire

fead "; ' reported that "during the past

Island Stete Park Commission

LU summer, owing to inadequata

R
#5LoNa! IaLaHnimnum Ew. i

't't]'.| of  Fire lsland and the

original lighthouse atructure
conatructed only & short dis-
tunce east of the point, but
during the succesding hun-
dred years over four miles of
new beachlands were built op
to what is now known ns
Paolnt Democrat. Lighthouse
service officials agreed with
Commisaloner Moeaesn that

OCTOHER 1841

1926 erccted a crippled boys
camp, The comp, known as
Camp Cheerful, consisted of
nine cabing, an administration
bullding, storehouse, Infirm-
ary, mess  hall, helpers
quarters, water supply and
sanitary facilitles and equip-
mant.

Fire laland State Park con-
tinved to be visited by an

'_. ., appropriations; the board - these extra 600 acres of ac- average of 20,000 persons
3:..-_'1_- . walks became dangeroua” and  ereted lands were not needed each year until September 21,
1em ', "that “owing to deterioration, .

LY through lack of sufielent and . -

i ' "timely repairs, it is not pos-. 7 F

" alble to properly condoct this™

e ! park”, ' The Commission fur-::

i+, . ther reported thationly be- .

: canse of a transfer to it of
R2.000 by the Conservation:

.+ - Commission had it been pos-.-.
'." gible to- keep the'!park: :i;uer.-‘-'--l g
* during ' the 'semsonof "1523. Rhi Bt =
T]'u,- task of keeping the park’s t

', open io the public was con-x:
osldered < Imtll.'ll:ﬂﬂmplllh* ‘i :1
mentein” view ur" lans: lﬂm*-ﬂ
eated ! by  the; < Commisaion ;13

hlch incladed’ m*:-unntrue-
ttion of & large restaurant and’

-"’Etwu bathhouses and ‘involved ""*

' ""'E'Ll. the further development of the' .

1 1r I"ﬂ"'- 5
vl Tj 315 -F'JL'-*‘ &
k L,,}*ﬁif s
a r'_i;,._

‘\.

'-,.,'L ,—.” ared &t a- cost - estimated l.t iy
By s "“thut time to be’ mr!r.i-ﬂ-lﬂ 000, iﬂ&
iy -8 ; '.'_ Acting " upon? thE¥ recom..:

'.' ;.'f" “mendations ﬂf‘{:wtrm: AL

ERiEE i'rtd E.” Smith, “the} ‘wtate’

aglslature erented” the Long7! ' View sf Fire Iland Btate Park from the new boat basin shawing

J Iu and Biate Park Commisaion’ }5 In.thlw.un and other park feclliiies which replace thoss destroyed In e |
., “in the spring of 1924 ss part:’ 1938 hurricane

s :' 1 of acomprehenalve Ihtl-wih"_i

' 'park. and’ parkway -program.

by Ei.ﬂ:n%.uﬂml:{liﬂl;ﬁ'?::ﬂ: " troduced In Congress to au-

h N ‘Soudder and Cliford L, Jack-. thorize the ;tTlntiu;% of the

. stin; succeeded the Fire ]lh]:ll:l:lf land to the stite for park

Bt 'State'Park Commission aa to' purposes.’ The bill was sup-

%7 jurisdietion’ oyer Fire Island™ ported by Congressman Rob-

"l Om that date the now
famous 1988 hurrleane hit
Fira Inland with particular
foree and fury at the de-
veloped section of the park
just sast of tha lHghthouse,
The necompanying wall of

for® lighthouse purposes and
necessary legislation waa in-

g v ert’ L. Bacon, endorsed by water and high gales com-
f_ host r::du.::rﬁ;"ﬂd.dwﬁ :,_":‘,:";:.L President Herbert Hn-ﬁﬁ:: pletaly dntfn_'udﬂtl-l park
fissa TR improve * and “operate addi- then Secretary of Commerce, buildings, boardwalks, docks
"] k e

I tional state parks-and’ P“],,_ passed by Congreas and signed and water supply. Fortu-

i ways on Long [u.la.m:l = nn June T, 1884, nately, because of several days

Tt N et the Arit ﬂ‘.r:‘:l!l ““ * Work was immediately of rain the park was deserted

ne o | ré ‘:‘“ started on - park Improve- except for the park superin-

t. of 'Commissioner’' Moses, 8\ ments, In 1928 n new bath- tendent, Mr. Henry H!rrn-

o President of the newly f':'rmed i house “was erected with & kind and his wife, Mr.

Nk Commisalon, 'was Lo seek B ogpueity of three hundred and Mra. Herrnkind survived the
ot o grant from the fedsral gov-i'griy g 5ﬂlt1¢nn! shelters were atorm by * cutting &  haole

= grnment of'some 600 acres of
_ *lgnd that had formed: by sc-

i et cration © to” the ' weat'of ' the
i et federnl lighthouse reservation.
* 0 In 1826 the lighthoose site had

.. been nequired on the weaterly

. built and many improvements
In smnitation and water sup-
ply were developed.

¢ In cooperation with Com-
misaioner Moses, the MNew
;York Clty Rotary Club In

through the roof of their
battered and half submerged
cokttage. Escaping to the roof
they endured the storm hang-
ing on the best they eoild,
When the storm subalded they &

-
——




. I - I.# 1
il thE dﬂ-l:!-l. T'ha Elplﬂm nt' lhe Long lstand and the only
, Cephyus resorted to & steam | ocean front park in the entire
- hose  from the uhlcf-u boijer.. state until the opening of
i J The 'mob: retreated ‘but the Jones Beach State Park about
:"|, E'Eﬁhyu-l ?th:ﬂt -l::u:lr“ " twenty years later,
'. £We ol Lhese ACUVILIES WBS  The first mction taken by
e flashed to New. York by the (he Fire Island Stute Park
telegraph station-and there Commission was to conduct an

i1 5, Sovrat omsanie of oSy  ition aul of miscelaneois
- ulidings on Lhe propercty,
E|!I 'i"L Eilnlrndw::mhﬂi: E}g:ﬁﬁ;‘}‘;gﬁ “moat of which were in a dil-
i _the 13th Regiment together
i = i with a unit of field ‘artillery.
- .x! * At Fire Island ‘& boat!with a
P"” A4t battalion of Naval Reservista™ "
aint s Y raady for'riot duty took pos-vi
gr- o1y messlon of the property. ‘The ;
sttt - troops :left Fire Island . ou i
/i October Sth but for the dura- .
A tion of: the guarantine two
Tyes, depnty sheriffa were stationed . o
ot s, ~at the ‘Babylon ‘dock’ to pre-.%5
1}_7 e vant: the: landing” of | anyone 5 ‘“"-:
i - "’] .. frl:lm Lh’# I-t-l-t-l.l:lﬂ w L = LR, 'i-
AR |,“1'- a*"The official purchase of the‘ !
™ hotel properties was made by ™!
g o i the s State” of | New't York un'-'
i s March: 8, 1893 after” theens
TR .lu:tlnr of Chapter * 3% of "tha?
b Laws of 1898 .which provided’’,
for the relmbursement of 850-"
000 to Governor. Flower and
4% the pavment of the balance of '
4 $160,000 to Mr/ Sammls. 4 Lfﬁg
* "By the summar of '1888 the™ ' §
cholera scare had completely
.. subsided " and " the” following* . ke
L apring the state leglalnture by’ TASTRN
v Chapter: 3677 of Ahe/Laws of %3, Ll
54 1884 “authorlzed the” Depart-
Jment 'of Health™to’ lesss the -
Fire Island holdings for hotel
1. purposes.: The old Surf Hotel.
.. & was ' thereafter: operated umn--:
7. derlease from’ the"state for™
~aeveral years-untll major r--?i:'-'l
*oaira and the falling of of 1.
- buriness made it unprofitable. -

On May 22,1908 Governor "

LONGO 1SLAND FORUM

these funda the Commisalon
provided lemporary  board-
wilks and thres sheltera but
were unable to provide any
fuellitlea for bathing during
the year 1908,

The Commission was untir-
ing In its efforts to obiain
adeguate mppropriationa to
develop and operate the park.
The late Edward C. Blum,

%, 8 bill. which *had , passed the-
0 wtate 'leglslatire. authorizing
 the “use - of the  Fire laland
" reservation as . state park,
it .. .o and nursusnt to this act ha ap.
k0 nointed:: Edward 4 C. 2 Blum, |’

Charlea Evanas Hughes signed -

The famous Fire lsland lghthouse 170 feet high can be seen from
¢ twenly mdlea ot ses, This structure, !'ull:. completed kn 1B58 replaced

« B-somewhat emaller light consbructed In 1886,

apideted condition. During former President of the Clty

- mevers  slorma of 1007 the Art Commission, was particu-

hotel dining’' hall had been larly enthusiastic and actlve

v ey oL Ramual L, Parrish, Henry W, ~awepl off Ita foundetion mnd
it 4 Buckett, John O Ill:lh'trlinl and®lother bulldings damaged.

‘oof & plague-threatened- eity:
' brought' about the eéstablish-

ment of the firat stale park on
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"Thuos it was that tha Il wind

*" John *H. Vall " as’Commis-- From the sale of these unsafe
i mioners ' of ¥ the. Fire Island buildings the sum of 82,804 66
P E'm; Park Commisalon.-/ - & was reallzed which together

with an appropriation of $5,-
D00 comprised the total funda
avallable for park improve-
ments and operation. With

in behalfl of the park. By the
time this country entered the
World Wie'a amall bathhouse
on the bay side had been con-
structed and &' comfort sim-
tion, boardwalks, shelters,
dock, water aupply aystem
and a few olher incidental im-
provements provided,

—
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due Lo Lhe emphasia placed on
;| its fine surl bathing and “the
it ezonic lonle of the opean’ for
b those “in need of mn ocean !
g% voyage: but unabla to foliow
LD the -Li:u_laLes of “their: physi-
P i
' The Surl Hotel wuhntm:-d
e e, the storme and galea of Fire
st Island Cfor--more’ than thres
decades when in 1892 the Port
, of New York became Jitlery
5 aver & cholera seare. Striet
z watch was kept on &ll income-

" ing ‘immigrants and . passen-
A gers from foreign counlries.
L On August 30, 1892 the 5. 5.

; Moravin® from- Homburg ar-
R LA pived in’ New York' Harbor .

T¥iit - because ' of - the*scare / wask
0 " foreed to remain In quarantine”
§ - . * 'Beveral other ships were like-t
wise held up and dde Lo con-
5 ‘' gestlom . in the harbor the:
_-;' health* authorities sought to

-". . .- obtain an jsclated spot to hold

fot passengers-. of " these! boats’
~,whoyf although not infected:
with cholers, might have I:ueenr-'
3 t:puaredtﬂltu 1. Rl e
.I.-_'= 1, ,g. ln nrde-r to  meet 'r.hua :nEEd"

,,'Iu..-'.:-l

ladened with passengers and:-
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Lhe Hoards of Hexibh of bath
Loe ciny and Blike dermandsd
the immedints purchase ol L
Surl Hotel on Fire ismnd as
the moat logical location l1or &
guargnline station. The siale
legialalure was nol in pession
aind there was no money aveil-
abile. Jomea PP, Wendoll, who
wis Deputy Complroler of
the State at that time, sug-
gested that if some phis-
thropie person advanced the
archase price the next legiy-
1J|.lu,n might reimburase him
Mo such person was found so
Governor Roawell P. Flower
ordered the purchase of the
property and gave his per-
sonal “check In the sum of
£50,000 a8 a part payment on
the purchase prlee of $210,-
o - for the hotel including
about 120 acres of land, deek
_and incidental buildings at
" Fire lsland and the dock at
the foot of Fire Ialand Avenue
“pt the terminus of the ['Irl.r}'-'a
lon trolley line.

When the peopls ﬂf tha
1iTowne of Babhylon and Islip
he.a.rd of the purchase they be-

Feng
brr 1 -I._:

View of the Surf Helel and poarby guest eolbages as seen from Lhe lighthoure tower aloal 1580

DETORER 1541

came alnrmed, Moas meELimgEn
wirrd held and & tew days Ialer
thres ishing aloops were man-
fid by more than & hundred
indignant citizens armed with
shotguny, ‘They set pail for
Fire Island lent on burning
down the hotel, Arniving ot
the beach, cooler hemds sug-
geated that they iirst make
gure that the big frame build-
ing was not occupied. Un=
fortunately for the would-be
fire fiends, it was. A care-
taker and his family were
living there and refused to be
roused.

The following day Lthe still
irate citizens obtained an in-
junction from Supreme Court

Justice Barnard against the -
usg af the beach for cholern .!

quarantine puarpogeas #And
armed with the writ they took
poasesaion of khe hotel dock
to prevent any landinga. The
5. S5 t.‘:fhi.ru came through
the Inlet and nttempted oo
dock, * Hawsers wers contin-
ually east off and whenever a

fine was mede fast, they pro-, ~

ceeded Lo chnp it free from

-‘u-.-' "
T
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G e grre [sland tate®Park

-15'- Y :.__ S -I-.l UEH | .J'|'|“-\.\,""| L
; EEPI'EI:- the rm:fthat Fire hester R . Blakeloch lighthouse properly, Here he
:‘E:'EL' i D o 1aland” State~ Park s - G Xj S constructed the famoun Surf
et e
i R O Lang [ufend Ste i G rame building with covere:
‘!r:l'.*-'I Long  laland, ﬂ-l- “historieal ot i walka :unner_tjﬁa' nearby guest
= |y ha-l:]-tmund '-il %Wllllllh' the eighteen hours . befors the cottages. A few years later
AR _.;.. “lenat * known. 'isck of ' arrival of & vessel, what ship Sammis constructed & dock
Hth a0 2 general ]{”ﬂ"’]fd@"ﬂ' about Fire " was due and when, This ser- &t the foot of Fire laland
tr 5o Laland State Park is'doe to its - vice was abandoned around Avenue in Babylon from
ik ,' comparative inaccessibllity © December, 1920, which he aperated the slde-

: P -_ and not because its-history has

<t 275" been quiet or uneventhil,

'-“'"“"- 'L- * Many times since Octaber 8,
"i"‘“ 1698, -when ' this 'arsa” was
g_rl:uted to William'Smith by
overnor " Fietcher®as repre--
“'sentative of the' 'English *
i it haat prominently -

by ﬂr-nw:u

.r'i.fl.]'l.:ll'td In ' the "news. iTha!

davs keot it almost’ mnnl.nnl;hr
before the public.” It-was the |-
frequency of these wrecks thiat
led-to® the” aaqllulul'tlun of the
2 rrtdwesterly tip of Fird Taland ss

M5 5 ighthouse site by the United
iy fﬂiﬂ /" Btates * Government *in - 1825

e
4 e::mt & Hhreaent; Hf-muw! land- %
imark # which® has'® withstood.

nt

L S r'I'l'le lig hthnuu rent!
a ! ﬁr:ut’dnm the nnrnhﬁp:r B
_.F P e'!".,-. ua "Wrecks™ at” this ¥ loeation -
4 A u:lntil'fthu"uurnmer of 1860

,-;.. .ol wherl the tragie wreek of the
S '*- Fhark "E[L:ahnth" occurred |
during' & *severs slorm. Thia!

; i.‘; -:'L‘t shipwreck - has ¥ been exten-

o LR

-*'alve]ripuhhcind because's

4,

:'f."';

-- i editor™o £+t h o> New™ York -
i) ..ﬂl. Tribune and firat u.dvnr:ntt m"
ﬁ‘, L women'a rights,

13' e “”Aun-t‘mf Ak m't'he

l"

<

:'l.

'\1.1‘.'

-1,,._ <00 slation with a nluhau.t-nr} high
‘_2: L0 '_’waichtuwar*t‘mm which" in-
2k 1:'- , rr.-'r:inz ship# were sirhted and
F* piath t s the ¥ paws” telegraphed - into .
i:i:.'-;: T*New York City.’ In this way

E“ = ”E'W'?ﬂrk "-'l-"l:li.l.l.d khow soma

r umtmuh' l:hlpwrmu‘l‘hh [t e
s Shorea 'd-u:rmg “thess! n.rhr:hv' j

1 ik and ‘the eonstrhetion: thereon “*r
A v of a'lighthousd which'was res:
*L-;"Huiilt Yahortly ! thareaftar “into 25

o “ml storms aud iumun upm,“*

~~'-'.’ park unti ® mtnt“ﬂtﬂ' u-u’*'-‘
ti: - the . Western Union elegraph#'which could be seen from the
mainland and in this way the

* obtained

Thera are bwo theories on
how Fire lgland got its name,

- One of them, which i3 ae-

cepted by most historians, 18
ll,hlt it originaily conaisted of

‘!i

wheeler ateamship “Ripple”
in regular ferry service to his
hotel. Later the dock wa=z
perved by horse-drawn atreel
cars from the Babylon rail-

" Bouthwest corner of Main Street and Fire Inland Avenue in 1892
ing the arrivel of National Guard and Federal iroops in Babylon to

five islands mnd the present
inlet was cnlled “Five Islands
,Inlet"”, Because of the writing
‘of “Five” to look like “Fire"

i ot ':.l . lmungllta'vl-r:tlmﬂ ‘was' Mar- -~ on old maps it became known
Y e ' garet: 1"lI|lEh famoud literary’ 'B.H- “Fire lstand”. The other

thmr.'r* is that the Indians and
early meltlers did offaho-s
wha Ing from Fire Ieland and
‘during the night kept large
bonfires' nlong the Leach

island became known az Fire

* Inland.

In 1BEG David 5. 5. Sammis
ftle to nbout 120
neres immediately enat of the

uprising against the Firs lsland guarantine station,
#een in the unpaved street in the foregreund,

rolley

road atation, The hotel p
E.urmd even through the L:vll
ar years and waa visited by
many prominent persons dur-
ing the 60°s, 70's and most of
the B0's, One large annex
adjacent to the main hotel
was cnlled “Albany Colttage”
and beeame famous because nf
ita patronage by nobted politi-
eal leaders » and legislakors
Farly accounta show that surl
bathing and ocean air swerr
eoneidered important henefits
to henlth and although the
hotel -~ as oot strictly & health
resort che finencial suecess of
the enterprise was apparently

i




A History

Wational parks have been called “the
best idea America ever had." The
idea of preserving special matural
and  cultural places §n  public
genership ram contrary to  the
prevailing nationa)l mood during the
19th century, when most Americany saw
pature &% something to be subdued and
history a3 what had happened in the
ald wWorld. But as the wilderness
receded and resnants of prehistoric
civilization and revalutionary
landmarks were 03T, somE saw The
need to protect outstanding examples
pl the natioa’s heritage.

AL b

TORY

UILON 1 .ri?LLET“r- N
-4 S "—l'lifmtll;':r“'~H
it "'gi-{i-u

George Catlin, noted painter of the
Amgrican Indian, first expressed the
national park idea. On & trip to the
Dakotas in 1832, Catlin became
concernad about the wisiwmard
movement 's effects on indian
civilization, wildlife, and
wildermess., We wrote of this dream
that they wight be “by some great
protecting policy of the governeent
presersyed ... in @ magnificent park
vees M matipn's park, containing man
and beast, in  all wildness and
freshness of their mature's beauty!®

Im 1BEE the Federal Gowernment first
moved to protect a grand matural
landsrane wWhER 1L granted Yosemite
Valley amd the Mariposa Big Tree
grove to the State of California Lo
be *held for public wuse, resort, and
recrestion ... imalienable For all
time,* [Fignt years later in 1872,
following exploration of the
Yellowstone region in the Montina and
Wycming territories, Congress
reserved that spectacular area a5 "B
public park or pleasuring-ground for
the benefit and enjoyment of the
people.® Had those territories then
bheen srates. the park might have been
torned ower to them for administra-
tion, Tike Yosemite. Instead, it
remained under the Department of the
Irterior a5 Yellpwstone National Fark
--ihe world s first area so Titled.

four more netional parks were created
in the I1B40s: Sequoia, General Gramt
{forergnngs of Eings Canyon),
Yosemite (to which California later
returned Yosemite Yalley and the
mariposs Grovel, and Mount Rainier,
Without Tunds or stafl to mdnage the
parks,. the Secretary of Ihe Interior
arranged with the Secretary of War Lo
have Army engineers and cavalry units
dgevelop amd protect most of them,

Corcerr gbout looting and desirucilion
of Indian ruins and &rcifacts 1n Che
Southwest inspired @2 mew category of
protected areats after the turn of the
century. In the Antiguities Acl of
1906, Congress authorized the Presi-
gent to proclaim features of Ristoric
and scientific interest on the publac
lands as nationa) monuments. Presi
dent  Thegdore Eposevelt proclaimed
the first--Devils  Tower Katianal
Monument, @ massive SLone formation
in Wyoming. Later mationdl monumEnts
ranged from cliff dwellings like
Monrieluna Castle, Arizoma, and
historic features 1ike the STatue of
Liperty, to large natural areas 1ike
Death ¥alley. Some areas initially
protecied as national monumeris, like
Petrified Forest and  Lhe Grand
Canyon, were later made national
parks by Conmgress.



the [Interior Depariment
4 national parks and 21

monumEnts-=but without
Bffeciive, coordimated Adminis-
tration. In that year, Congress
created a new bureaw within [nterior
to manage these areas with a twofold
purpose;  "to conserve LChe scemery
and the natural and Ristoric objects
and the wild 1ife therein amd to
provide for the enjorment of the same
in such manmer and by such means as

By 1918,
Oversd
nationil

will Teawe them wunimpaired for the
enjoyment of future gqemerations.”
Thus was borm the Natiomal Park
Service. Stephen T. Mather, its
first director, and Horace A,
Albright, his assistant and
successor, inaugurated the uniformed

ranger force, interprelive programs,
and 4 range of policies and practices
dimed at protecting the parks while
prospiing public use and enjoyment.

The young Mational Park Service dealt
mostly with matural areas west of the
Mississippi. Beginning in the 1B90s,
a number of Wistoric battlefields and
forts im the East had become nationdl
military parks and monuments, bul
under  War Department supervision.
Other natiomal monuments proclaimed
in natipnal forests fell under the

naticnal im scope. Forl McHenry
National Monument , (ettysburg
National Military Park, Lhe
Washington Monument, &nd cther such

inheritances paved the wiay for later
cultural acquisitions as far-Tlung as
Imdependence Mational Historical Park
in Philadelphia and War in the Pacif-
ic Watiomdl Mistorical Park on Guam,

A third variety of national park
lamds further enlarged the system in
the 1930s--areds intended to serve
mass recreation at least as much as
to preserve natwral or cultural
features. The Blue Ridge Parkway and
Matcher Trace Parkway, begum as
Oepression=era public works projects,
WErE carefully landscaped for
*recreations]l motoring® ower scenic
and  historic Cerrain, The Park
tervice beganm to Build and administer
recreational facilities on  sewveral
major water impoundments, as &t Lake
Mead Natiomal Recreation Ares behind
Hoover Dam. Cape Hatteras Metional
Seashore, autharired by Congress 1n
1937, was the first of several
national seashores and lakeshores.
More recently, beginning in 1972 with
Gateway Wational Recreation area in
and arpund ®es York City éand Golden
Gate Matiomal Eecreation Arez in the

Department of Agriculture, while the 5an Francisco wicinity. & number of
meporials amd  park lands of the parks, intended for large urban
pation's capital ocame onder & populations, joimed the system.
separate office there. In a 1933

government reprgenization, all of

Lhese areas were united under Fard

Service administration, forming &

single national park system RLruly

Although new parky etill arrive froe Concern for  matural and cultural
time Lo Lime, the a5t mafor epan- resources Bas. #lse found ezpression
siar of the syytes came in [980 whern n Park Service programt girected

Congress direcied additions im Alaska
totaling some 47 milliom  acres.
These spectecular national park lands
more than doubied the extent of the
system, 5171 largely remore and
unspotled, with a wesl  array of
mountains, ghaciers, wildlife,
archealogical  s1tes. and  other
features. Che Alaska parks constilute
America’'s grestest  promise  of @
wilderness legacy "unimpaired for Lhe
enjoyment of future generabions.”
By I9BE, the Rational Park System had
grown ko 343 areas. But these are
mpt the omly manifestatioms of the
F AR LT R ﬂarl lgea. Im 4 MOvempng
promated By Stephen Mather during ihe
garly years of the National Pard
service and afded wmaterially by the
Serwice during the 19305, the dtates
developed Lhelr oA pach Syilese,
[nternationally, Tellowitondé served
% & precedent for  spme [, 200
natianal parks and comparable
preserves nos maintaingd by more than
100 natigns around the world.

Beyond parks, The Serwice's National

Begister of Historic Places is
America’s official Tist of cuwltural
properiies worthy of presecvation,

gnd ity programs for desighdling dfd
giging national natuera] landsacks and
rational histeric landmarks encourage
LhE preservation  of natipnally
significant - lands and fedateres o0
both private and public ownership,

ir  preserving MAmprica's  spefial
places for public Enjoyment, nationa
parks Kely maintain America’s special
igentity for her cCitizens and for
visitors from around the world., *The
best fdes America ever had® may mot
e oo far from Che mire.
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"IOWN OF BABYLON HASTORY"

mCHEO el

The Baltimore, Maryland cholera scare of (1887-88)
had hardly subsided when, in (1892), the inhabitants of the Atlantie
Seaboard, perticularly of the Township of Eabylon, had to deal with
another., Immigration from Europe had reached a new high in the fall
of that year and slckness aboard one of the ships halted at the Etaten
Island Quarantine Stetion for a routine inspection, was diagnosed as
the dread scourge cholera. More ships arrived with cholera sick and
death lists, and as the number under gquarantine increased, some of the
passengers were sent to Swinburn Island and some to Hoffman Island,
soon ecreating a problem of overcrowding., In addition to many ships
flying the yellow flag in New ¥ork Bay, the following ships were held
off guarantine: &. 5. Darmstact; 8. Bs Fulta; &. B. Bourgoynej
S« ©. Subbenhur; S.5. Bugle; O.5. Moravia and the 5. £. Normannia,
the three latter being anchored between Sandy Hock and Coney Island
in the Lower Bay.

Kings County Health Officer Jenkins, Charles C.
Wilson, President of the Board of Health, and his pathologist, Dr.
Frank Ferguson, held a three hour conference, after which Dr. Jenkins
annuﬁnced that Fire Island seemed the logical place in which to
quarantine the remaining suspected passengers. The news spread like
wildfirel

As quarantining Fire Island would alsc put Great
South Bay under quarantine, depriving many of a livelihcod, men from

Babylon to Patchogue gathered at Arcanium Hall, Bay Shore, in a
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vehement protest meeting at which plans were discussed, committees
appointed and a united front established. Feeling ran high! Some of
the baymen jJolned the force already on the firét 1ine of defense on
the Island, while others obtained an iInjunction against the landing
of cholera suspected immigrants on Fire Island. It was signed by
Supreme Court Judge Barnard and handed, for enforcement, to Sheriff
Darling of Suffolk County, who, accompanied by about thirty armed
deputies, went to Fire Island to do their duty, being guartered at
the "Surf Hotel", where they lived like kings.

On the afterncon of (September 11th, 1892) the Hudson
RFiver Steamer "Cepheus", with a New York City Police Sergeant and
eight patrolmen on board transferred {471} passengers from the 8.5,
Normannia and headed for Fire 1lsland Inlet, reaching the ocuter bar
after dark. The expected pilot from the mainland having been
intimidated by the fishermen, failed to show up and the "Cepheus"
returned to New York, reaching Upper Quarantine at 4 A.M., (Sept. 12th),
At 7:30 P.M., the first class passengers were transferred to the
"EStonington® and the second eabin to the "New Hampshire®, while the

distraught Captain set ocut for coal, water and food.

On her second trip to Fire Island, the "Cepheus"

was commanded to anchor (500) yards from the dock while the fishermenm,
sheriff's deputies and the Captain conferred. From one of the small
fishing boats surrounding her came the command, "Take your damned
cholera-ridden pets back to New York", '"cause they ain't poin' to

land here®, Neither the pleas of the women, the wails of the children
nor all the diplomaecy of the Captain and the passengers were of any
avall, where uzon Dr. Jenkins and other officlals aboard angrily drew
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up a long telegram, appealing to Governor Flower for tropps. In the
meantime scanty rations and lack of sleeping quarters caused great

discomfort and sickness, especially among the weak.

| Governor Flower and the Health Officers were
determined to land cholera victims on Fire Island. On (September 13th)
about 1:50 A.M., Adjutant Ceneral Porter, by command of the
Governor, ordered out the Naval Reserve and the €9th Regiment, under
command of Colonel Cavanagh, for duty at Fire Island, with both
forces vnder personal command of Ceneral Porter. Oeneral MeAleer, of
the £nd Brigade, was closeted with the Govermor at 2 A.M. and again
at 10 A.M. Colonel Williams, the Governor's private Secretary
announced that the Governor had regquested General McAleer to send
the 47th and 14th Hegiments, of Brooklyn, N.¥., to Fire Island, but

this order was countermanded later.

The Iron Steamboat "Fegasus", commanded by Captain
Pearch, with pilots Harvey and Wise and a twenty man crew, took
aboard at pler 28, at 1£:40 P.M., the following troops: (260)
Officers and men of the 69th Regiment and (240) Officers and men of
the Neval Reserve. The 82th Regiment was Immediately transferred to
the Sound Steamer "Narragansett", which was made available for the
triﬁ. Two Navy Yard Steam launches, each mounting a Hotchkiss
revolving gun of thirty-seven millimeters in the bow, with the gun-
carriage in the stern for shore duty (if and when) were made ready
but only one was finally teken to Fire Island.

Governor Flower came to New York on (September

12th) with the intention of remaining until his objective was
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ettained, making his headquarters at the Windsor Hotel., where he

conferred with Professor Collins, his legal advisor, Secretary
Balch of the State Boerd of Health and Dr. Briggs of the loecal
Board of Health.

.+ On motion of Judge Wilmot M. Smith and attorney
Fischel of Islip, in the General Term of Supreme Court, sdtting In
Brooklyn, s temporary injunction was granted to Judge Barnard of
Westchester County restraining Governor Flower, Health Officer .
Jenkins, Captains of Steamboats and all others from landing passengers
or baggage from cholera-infected ships cn Fire Island. The show
cause order was made returnable September 15th at 12 noon in the

Brooklyn court.

Back on the FIRST LINE OF DEFENSE, fireballs had
been ringing since midnight of the 1lth, in Babylon, Bayshore, and
Islip, fummoning 211 able-bodied citizens to resist what they deemed
was & flagrant invesion of their rights. (And when your Suffolk
County Yankee feels that his rights are being trampled upon---look
out for "storm weather"!) Sheriff Darling had sworm in about (400)
deputies who left in boats for Fire Island, every one armed. The
Etaanhpat "Ripple", belonging to the "Surf Hotel", was tied up at
her dock at "Islip" and the local authorities would not permit her
to re-fuel. The only other Steamboat in the Bay was "Eclipse", the
ferry-boat that plied between Bay Shore and Fire Island. The local
authorities had chartered her, &s she had a capacity of (78) to
(100), =o that the Quarantine 0fficials could not obtain transportation

to Fire Island,---a nice long swim of five miles.



The situation was fast becomdng critical and an
armed clash seemed imminent, as boatmen were arriving hourly from
all the towns and villages loceted along the Bay, the resentment
being directed equally at the Government Officials and Captain
Sammis, the hotel keeper who sold the "Surf Hotel" to the State.
(Ed. Note: Deed to this sale was filed on (May 8th, 1893) by the
State of New York in Riverhead, Suffolk County, Long Island, N. Y.,
for the Fire Island strip of beach (125) acres) Sumpawams Creek
property, Babylon, and the boat"Ripple", @onveyed from Dawvis 5.E.
Sammis and Antoinette, his wife, for $£10,000). Captain Sammis was
so bitterly denounced by former friends that he left for New York
City of the 1£th, being escorted o the Railroad Station by a body-
guard. Only a spark, now, was needed to touch off the "fireworks"
as boatloads of determined Baymen swarmed aroynd the "Cepheus";
deputies and Baymen patrolled the docks and a dangerous impasse
existed, the cook of the "Surf Hotel" sent out food to the "Cepheus"

but it was cold and insufficient.

As evening drew to a close, the men of the blockade
softened a little and allowed blankets, mattresses and food to be
put ﬂ??ua.rd the beleaguered "Cepheus", BUOT, NO ONE, myst land! A
bitter Southeast gale swept the Bay that night and every corner of
the "Cepheus" was cold, even in the cabin, where the people huddled
together; but the implacable Baymen, used to earning their living

braving all kinds of hardships in the Bay, took the weather in stride
and were unrelenting in their vigil. They held that, inasmuch as they

were not responsible for bringing the unfortunate cholera-suspected

passengers here, they were not accountable for their welfare.
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The dawn of the 13th brought tidings to the boatmen
that the Militia was on its way; but a more ominous situation
developed at noon when official word was received that the injunction
barring the landing of the passengers had been vacated in the
General Term of Supreme Court, with Judge Barnard (who had granted
the temporary injunction) dissenting from the decision of Judges
Pratt and Dykman. Consternation beset the Baymen as their legal
props fell away, for these Long Islanders, staunch advocates of
Law end Order, did not wish to defy the authority of the State, so
offered no resistance to the Militis. They bowed to the avthority
aof the Court and allowed the "Cepheus® passengers to land. The boats
dipped their sails and disappeared while the crowd on Fire Island
melted away with the recall of the Sheriff's Deputies. To the suffer-
ing passengers, Fire Island seemed like a paradise. But the episcde

was not yet over.

The troops took up their dutlies of guarding the shore
front and the villsge streets, making it safe for Officials going to
Fire Island, while the remainder of the troops took over Fire Island.
The troops were under command of Colonel Austen, who was character-
ized by one of his officers, Major Finklemeir, as a "hard-boiled egeN.
Sheriff Darling and Colonel Austen conferred frequently, the former
demanding the Militia depart at once, while Colonel Austen insisted

on getting definite orders from Governor Flower.

Due to the gale of the night before, wires were down
and communication to the cutside was slow and intermittent. One of

Colonel Austen's messages to the Governor was delayed two hours. When
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the Colonel heard of this, he exploded and stormed intc the Chief
Operator's office and shouted, "I demand that my message be sent at
oncel™ "I will send it the very moment I can", replied the
telegrapher. "If you do not send it this instant I shall seize the
wires in the name of the State", demanded the enraged Colonel. There
was no answer., By this time the small office was choked with news-
papermen and soldiers. Excitement flared up as the Colonel yelled",
Captain Babcock! Summon a corporal's guard instantly!™ Down to the

Watson House, Troop Headquarters, rushed several troopcrs to execute

the command.

"Iz there anyone here who can use the telegraph

key?", inquired the Colonel.

A newspaperman, who could, volunterred, whereupon
the Colonel appointed him his operator. DBut the Western Union
operator, impressed by this show of authority, proceeded to send

the message

"See that every word is transmitted verbatim",

ordered the martinet. The message was sent word for word.

"Now send another message to Governor Flower", was
the imperious command. It was to the effect that his message had been
deliberately delayed and that he had seized the Telegraph Office and
was awaiting orders from the Governor. Just then the Corporal's
guard arrived in a wagon and deployed as for battle, but the Colonel

had retired from the scene.



At 5 A.M. on the 16th, after an early breakfast, the
quarantined passengers were examined and those pronounced qualified
for release were returned to New York via the "Cepheus", while about
fifty passengers and seven guardsmen were taken by the "Ripple" to
Babylon and thence, by train, to Brooklym, N. .

The unhappy "Cepheus™, loaded with 1ts human cargo,
ran into fresh trouble by not getting awasy at high tide and got
stuck fast on the bar in the Inlet, thus being forced to walt till
late afterncon for the incoming tide to be released, The departure
of the "Normannia™ passengers was not the end of the trouble, for
their release was rushed in order to make room for a new batch from
the "5.S5.¥yoming", which angered the natives anew. But later in the
day Colonel Austen got a message from the Governor to remove the

Militia and the eitizenssoldiers marched to town.

On September 15th a detachment of the 15th Infantry
comprising Companies (F), (#), and (I) were ordered to Fire Island
under command of Captain Cochran to take command of the quarantine,
setting up their tents where 1s now located the United States Naval
Radio Station. Two days later (100) first-class and (200) second-
eclass passengers from the "Wyoming# arrived via the "Cepheus®,
including twenty-six fist-class passengers from the "2.8.Fcandia”
and when they landed on Fire lsland a new erisis seemed imminent.
The residents of Fire Island were daaparatEITlafraid of fire and
they were alarmed at the prospect of the exasperated Baymen firing
the hotel.

As there were about (7UE} Baymen on Fire Island or in
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boats off shore, Colonel Austen received orders at 4 P.M.,

September 18th, to send reinforcements to Fire Island to augment the

troops already there, just in case trouble did start.

On September 22nd a detachment of (45) men from the
13th Regiment under command of Captain C. H. Denike, was relieved by
the 14th and 47th Regiments of Brooklyn, N. Y., under command of Lt.
Colonel feldon C. Coldrige of the 14th, and such rotation of troops
continued until the last of the quarantined passengers were certified
for release on October 10th, when the Island returned to its
customary peaceful routine of life. The cholera uprising died dowmn

a8 suddenly as it hed arisen.

From the "Soud Side Observer" (Rockville Center, L.I.
N.¥.) issue of (March 17th, 1911), we learn "Benjamine P. Field of
Babylon took to Miami, Florida, & collection of coins and other
mementos collected at the time of Washington's inavpuration. These
were placed in a sealed continaer by his son Benjamine P. Jr., and

were not to be opened until (1883)",

Visitors to Babylon turning scuth from the Sunrise
Highway into Deer Park Avenue will doubtless be attracted to the
names of many of the village streets which intersect the Avenue at
right angles,--names #hiuh;xin themselves, are particularly

suggestive of the American aborigines.

The names of these streets were selected by James
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Robert Moses State Park on Fire Island is more than 20 years older than any
other state park on Long Island. In 16293 the area was part of a grant to William
Smith by Governor Fletcher, as a representative of the English Crown. The
frequency of shipwrecks off its shores led to United States acquisition of what
was then the westerly tip of Fire Island (Point Democrat) for site upon which a
lighthouse was erectad in 1825. It was rebuilt in 1858 and stands today as a
baacon of world renown. Accretion over the years has moved Point Democrat
weslerly a distance of five miles and changed the course of Fire Island Inlet to
practically an east-west direction,

In 1892 the Port of New York was in the grip of a cholera scare when the 5.5
Moravia from Hamburg arrived in New York Harbor with a number of cholera
suspects. the ship was forced to remain in quarantine as were others arriving
later. The health authorities of the Stale sought establishment of a quarantine
station. As a result, the Surf Hotel was brought on order of Governor Roswell P.
Flower who gave his personal chack in the sum of $50,000 as parl payment on
the purchase price of $210,000. The properly was officially purchased by the
State of New York on March 9, 1893,

On May 22, 1908, Governor Charles Evans Hughes signed a bill authorizing the
use of the Fire Island reservation as a State Park, thereby establishing the first
State Park on Long Island and the only ocean front park in the entire State until
the opening of Jones Beach State Park, approximately 20 years later. At this
time, the western tip of Fire Island was located appoximately where the Robert
Moses waler tower stands today.

In 1938 the park was devastated by a hurricane. Plans were immediately made
for the reconstruction on a more desirable site. A stretch of beach about two and
a half miles west of the Lighthouse and within the area ceded by the federal
government in 1924 was chosen. In 1939 a modem bathhouse and completa
park layout on a hydraulic fill elevation 18 feet above high water were
constructed and opened to the public the following year,

Regular passenger ferry services were maintained from Babylon to the park
until the causeway to Captrea State Park was from completed in 1954. Then a
shuttle service by water from Caplree was inaugurated. It was abandonad when

the Inlet was bridged.

With the opening of the bridge spanning the Inlet in 1964, and the renaming of
the Park to Robert Moses State Park in honor of the Long Island State Parks'
first commissioner, attendance became so greatl thal new bathing areas had to
be provided. The first few years saw three bathhouses complete with
refreshment buildings and parking fields constructed. Field 2 opened in 1964,
Field 4, in 1966 and Filed 5 in 1972. A pitch-putt golf course, is another

hitp./fwww liglobal com/highlights/stateparks/robert shtml 8/25/99
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attraction.
Erection of a 202-foot high water lower with its 1,102-feet-deep well was

completed in 1968. The water tower today holds 313,000 gallons of water and
annual usage is approximately S0 milllon gallons per year.

Facilities and Services

« 875 acres - approximately 5 miles of ocean beach

« 4 Ocean front parking fields - total capacity approximately 8,300 cars

« 18 hole Pitch Putt golf course - fee required

« Day use Boat Basin - capable of accommodating 40 boats with free Pump-

out station

Lifeguard protected bathing areas - each field

Restrooms and shower facilities

« Picnic areas - barbecue grills at each fieid

« Food concessions and gift shops

« Umbrella rentals

« Locker rentals - available at Field 3 only

« Surf and pier fishing - A variety of special events are available through out
the year.

Park Operations
Open year-round seven days a week
Sunrise to Sunset

For group outing (picnic) or youth (example-daycamp) outing applications,
please call (516)669-1000 ext. 223 or call the park office at (516)669-0449

Programs and Events

« Summer Run Series

« Golf Tournaments

« Cultual Concerts

« Childrens Theatre

« Environmental Interpretation
« March for Parks Walk-a-Thon

Directions
http-//www liglobal com/highlights/stateparks/robert shiml £/25/99
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48 miles from Manhattan via Southern State Parkway to Robert Moses
Causeway (exit 40) south to park

Robert Moses State Park
PO Box 247
Babylon, New York 11702
(516)669-0449

More about Robert Moses State Park
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ROBERT MOSES|

LENGTH: 8.1 miles
MNO | CONSTRUCTED: 1950.1954 (parkway and single.span
TRUCKS bridge over Great South Bay); 19661968 (paraliel bridge
over Great South Bay)

Robert Moses observing construction
of the single-span causeway bridge
thal baars his name over Fire Island
Inket, just bafore the bridge's
compiletion in 1084, (Pholo by Mew
York Stale Division of Parks,
Recreation and Historic
Presarvation.)

THE CAPTREE PARKWAY AND CAUSEWAY: The Robert Mosas
Cayseway, which was known as the Captres State Parkway until
1963, forms part of the north-south parkway cormidor from Sunken
Meadow Stale Park in Kings Park 1o Roberl Moses State Park at the
westem tip of Fire Island.

The firsl section of the Robert Moses Causeway, between the Southermn Siale Parkway and
EXIT RM2 (WY 2TA-Montauk Highway) in Wesl Islip, was completed in 1853, The original
construction of the parkway comprised of two 22-fool-wide roadways, each camying two
lanes of traffic, with the opposing roadways separated by a nine-fool-wide grass median,

Construction of the orginal Captree Causeway south of NY 274 began In 1950, The first
causeway bridge, which had one nodhbound and one southbound lane, was opaned 1o
traffic in Aprl 1854, The two-mile long span across Greal South Bay o Captree Isiand
feaiures a 600-fool-long main span, with & 60-lool clearance for boats, On either side of the
main steel-arch span, a saries of piles support the roadway 25 feet above Greal South Bay.
The piles are amranged not only vertically, but also diagonally. The diagonal piles, which are
called "batter plies.” resist the forces along the roadway such as those caused by vehicles
slopping or staring, &8s wall as those caused by the axpansion and contraction of the bridgea

http-/fwww. nycroads com/roads/robert-moses/ 8/25/99
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deck due lo lemperature changes

Al the southemn terminus of the Great South Bay span, the Robari Mosas Causeway
continues south through Capires tsland, where an inferchange Is provided for local traffic.
After crossing the State Boat Channel over a 885-foot-long bascule bridge, the causeway
meets the Ocean Parkway al a clovereal interchange. This inlerchange, which offers

molorists access to Gilgo and Captree Stale Parks, served as the southemn lerminus of the
Robert Moses Causeway untll 1964,

The Roberl Moses Causeway over Great South Bay consists of wo steel arch spans, each
carmying the norhbound and southbound roadways. (Photo by Steve Anderson,)

ADDING CAPACITY ACROSS GREAT SOUTH BAY: The popularity of
Robert Moses, Caplree and Gilgo state parks seriously tested the traffic
capacity of the original two-lane bridge and roadway. Southbound traffic
1o the beaches was backed up for miles in the moming, while norithbound
traffic 1o Long Island was heaviest In the late afternoon hours. To meet
this demand, a parallel causeway was constructed over Great South Bay
|ust past of the axisting two-lane causeway,

To accommodate the peak trivel hours of the beach-going public who tend 1o arrive over
several hours of the moming, bul depari in a noticeably shorter period in the late aflernoon,
the new bridges and roadway for northbound traffic were construcied three lanes wide,
Along Caplree Island, the opposing roadways were separated by a wide, variabls median,
The original two-lane roadway became the southbound lanes of the causeway. The three-
lane parallel Great South Bay span, which was 1o carry the northbound lanes, was
construcled between 1988 and 19688

Mot long nﬂaflhamndﬁrnmsumnﬂwapmmﬂmmm,mmmnnmmm for a
parallel span to the Fire Island Inlet bridge between Ocean Parkway and Robert Moses
State Park. Although such a span would provide relief for traffic leaving Robert Moses State
Park, this proposal remains inactive.

DESIGN CHANGES: In 1977, maintenance of the Rober! Moses Causewsy was lransferred
from the Long Island State Park Commission (LISPC) to the New York State Department of
Transportation (NYSDOT), although ownership remained under the jurisdiction of the Mew
York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (NYSOPRHP). To
accommodate the increase in traffic volume and speed, and to address the accident history,

http:/fwww.nycroads. com/roads/robert-moses/ 8/25/99
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tha NYSDOT began to modify the parkway in accordance wilh federal and siate traffic
salety guidelines,

In July 1878, one year after mainienance of the parkway was iransferred from the LISPC 1o
tha NYSDOT, the southbound tollbooths prior to the Greal South Bay bridges were
removed. For about a quarier-century, a 25-cent (oll was collecied ai thal location.

During the late 1980's and sarly 1990's, new MUTCD-compliant signs and high-intensity
lighting were inslalled on the Robert Moses Causeway. Additional safety measuras Included
the construction of a new concrete ("Jersey™) barmier and the implementation of sand-filled
crash attenuators.

In Seplember 1887, long-lerm reconsiruciion began on the orginal Roberl Moses

span, which carmries the two souihbound lanes over Greal South Bay, This project consksis of
tha raplacament of the bridge deck and roadway, rencvation of the stesl arch apan, and tha
installation of fibarglass jackeis over the causeway. During reconsimuction of the southbound
causaway, the three-lanes northbound span is camying both northbound and southibound
traffic. A moveable concreta barmier allows for two lanes of traffic in one direction, one lane

in the opposing direction, and for easy changeover when appropriate.

The southbound Roberl Moses Causeway over Graal South Bay, taken in August 1997, The
two-lane southbound span is currently undergoing reconstruction. (Photo by Steve
Andarson.)

SOURCES: Arlerial Progress 1858-1862, Triborough Bridge and
Tunnel Authority (October 1982): The Power Broker by Robent A
Caro, Vintage Books-Random House (1974); History of the Long
Island State Parkway System, New York Stale Department of
Wm (1985), Robert Moses; Single-Minded Genjus by

P. Krieg, Heart of the Lakes Publishing (1888); "Beach
Causeway Closure Delayed” by Sylvia Adcock, Newsday (5/28/1897);
"Life in the Slow Lane” by Kim Mava, Newsday (4/05/1998); "Life in
the Stow Lane® by Kim Fiorio, Newsday (3/14/1999); Ralph Herman;
Larry Lucchettl

+ Roberl Moses Causeway shield by Ralph Herman,

» LLightpost by Jell Saltzman,
m ROBERT MOSES CAUSEWAY LINKS:
i | o The Lo ialend Padossy Susiee:
= Capires Stale Park
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« Fira Istand National Seashore
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« Construction and Accident Delays
THE EXITS OF METRO NEW YORK:
F
» Robert Moses Causeway, Saglikos State Parkway and
Sunken Meadow State Parkway axit Hist by Steve Anderson.

Back to The Roads of Metro New York home page.
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