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The • Babylon Railroad 
MR. DAVID S. S. Sammis, a 
prominent citizen of Bab,·
lon, had opened his Surf Ho
tPl on Fire Jslancl in 1~i)6. It 
was extended from time to 
time until it had become a 
large enterprise. It "·as not 
until the Spring of 1871 that 
Mr. Sammis decided he 
should provide better trans
portation for his guests and 
their baggage from the rail
road station in Bab,·lon to 
the dock, where his o,,:n boats 
ferried them to Fire Island. 

There were 1.53 miles of 
40 lb. iron rail from the 
South Side RR depot east a 
short distance alongside the 
railroad, then south on the 
east side of Deer Park AYe
nue (if Beer's map of 1873 
is to be trusted), crossing 
Main Street and continuing 
south on Fire Island .-\ Yenue. 
After passing Prospect Street 
the track shifted gradually to 
the ,,·est side of the road. At 
the south end of the ,·illage 
there was a sharp jog to the 
east. for some distance, with 
track on the south side of the 
road: then south again on the 
:'.\eek "·ith track on the east 
side to the steamship dock 

Justarolllld 
the Corner ... 

Feli.r E. Re·ifschneider 

"·he1·e boats could be boarded 
for Fire Island. There were 
t\\·o horses and two cars, with 
road and equip1~~ent costing 
a bit more than $6000. 

Originally Robert 0. Colt 
~,·as President, and John R. 
Reid, Treasurer, E. P. Wheel
er, Secretary. David S. S. 
Sammis '"as listed as Super
intendent but seems to have 
o"·ned most of the stock. Var
ious members of the Sammis 
family were always promin
ent in the affairs of the road 
in horse car daYs. In 1889 
Ed"·ard F. Samrnis ,vas Su
perintendent "·hile David 
S. S. Sammis had become 
President. Mr. J. M. Sammis 
'"as connected in an officiai 
capacit~· at one time and 
Washington F. Norton seems 
to have succeeded Mr. Colt as 
President some time after the 
road opened .. 'Mr. Norton was 
the fathe1: • of Mrs. Emelyn 
~orton Hasbrouck who still 
resides on Fire Island Ave
nue, and of the late Dudle~· 
F. ~orfo1!-

A t first''the road seems to 

haYe been very prosperous 
and may have operated all 
year round or nearly so. How
eYer. expensei:; soon rMe and 
sizable deficits were reported 
~-ear after year. Those horse 
cars provided faster and 
more comfortable transpor
tation. and at much lo"·er 
cost than the horse dra,,-n 
rigs and wagons used preYi
ously. One possible explana
tion for the relativeh- small 
eamings may have been that 
Mr. Sammis provided free 
transportation on his cars for 
guests and employees of the 
hotel. After the summer of 
18i5 or 1876 operation seems 
to ha\"e been confined to a 
fe,,· months in summer. Dur
ing some years the cars ran 
for less than three months 
while at least during 011e .,·ear 
it "·as reported that the cars 
ran for eight months. 

The Reports of the Com
pany show that the im·est
ment in the propert~· had con
tinually increased year after 
vear. We do not kno"· "·hat 
these additional inwstments 
"·ere but thev ma,· ha\'e con
sisted of repairs to the track 
("·hich should ha,·e been 
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charged to expense but often 
weren't in those days) and 
Mr. Sammis, perhaps aided 
b~· other officers, ma,v ha\'e 
made good the >·early operat
ing deficits out of his o,rn 
pocket as a loan to the com
panr, a sort of subsid>· to the 
railroad from the operations 
of the hotel on Fire Island, 
since the railroacl "·as a nec
essary adjunct to the hotel. 

On October 18. 1873 the 
ne"· depot of the Central RR 
of Long Island \\'as opened 
and promised to be a boon to 
the horse car traffic. Mr. Ser
fried, Long Island RR histor
ian, tells us that the depot 
occupied the s i t e where 
houses nos. 158 and 164 Fire 
Island A venue no"· stand. The 
lVatson House. a large sum
mer resort hotel. ,,·as on the 
east side of the street facing 
the depot. :X o"· passengers 
brought to Bab\'lon on Cen
tral RR trains could ride the 
horse cars northbound to the 
village or southbound to the 
Fire Island dock. In June 
1874 a track connection was 
made between the railroad 
and the car line so that the 
latter could bring its baggage 
car alongside the railroaci's 
baggage car. prodding quick 
and eas>· tl'ansfer of baggage 
bet\\'een railroad anci car line. 

Alas'. this excellent ar
rangement "·as not to last 
for Jong, for on ~ o,·ember l, 
187.J the Central RR trains 
began to operate into the 
South Side ciepot and regular 
operation into the Fire Island 
Axenue dep0t ,,·as discontin
ued. -S0me trains ma,· ha\'e 
useci it in the s um111er of 
1875 for the henefit of the 
\Yatson House and Fire Is
lancl traffic. but thereafter 
the track "·as all0"·ed to gro"· 
up in "·eeds until e\'entuallr 
torn llp. \Yhether the concen
tration of traffic at the Sonth 
~icie depot helped or hurt the 
horse cars. "·e do not kno"·. 
but it "·as soon thereafter 
that the period 0f operation 
was sharp!_,. curtailed. \Ye 
learn in 1~!1() that the fare 
""as 6c and that there '"ere 
three bux (clo~ed) cars and 
one open cal'. 

According to an earlier ar
ticle in the Fon.1:m Mr. Sam
mis ob,-er•:ed his 75th birth
cl::ir nn :'.\lay 8, 1893 and sold 
his Fire Island propertr to 
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the State. The Hotel "·asn't 
opened that summer, "·hich 
aroused the ire of President 

• A u;;tin Corbin of the Long 
Island RR, who tried and may 
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have succeeded to deny ac
cess to the railroad station 
grounds to the horse cars. 

At any rate, a new era be
gan in 1898 when the road 
seems to ha,·e passed out of 
the hands of Bab~·lon men, 
when New York people took 
o,·er. The onh· Baln-lon men 
still connected witl1 the en
terpi·ise were \Yasl1ington F. 
Xo1ton and William G. Ki
choll, who became a surro
gate of Suffolk Countv. The 
new owners issued $33,000 
"·orth of bonds to replace the 
old light iron rails with heaY
ier steel rails, rebuild the en
tire roadbed and purchase 
~'"° stored steam cars or lo
comotives, known then as 
"kinetic motors" altho more 
familiarly as "fireless cook
ers". In the absence of a pho
tograph we do not know 
"·hether these engines pulled 
the horse cars as trailers or 
had accommodations for pas
sengers on the same vehicle, 
such as the cars on some lines 
in South Brooklrn at that 
time, altho the· Brooklyn 
"steam moto1·s" had coal fired 
boilers. This type of equip
ment must not be confused 
with steam "dummies" "·hich 
"·ere quite different. 
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The stored Steam cars ran 
only in summer and were no 
more successful from the pro
fit standpoint than the horse 
cars. After steam operation 
for the summers of 1898-and 
1899, and perhaps for a short 
time in the beginning of the 
summer of 1900, the road was 
leased to William ( De) Gar
mo of Babylon, "·h-1 started 
up the old horse car service 
on July 25, 1900 and contin
ued to operate fo1: some sum
mers thereafter. u,· some 
miracle Mr. De Gar.mo suc
ceeded in remaining nearly 
soh-ent and in one ,·ear re
ported a profit of ex;1ctly one 
dollar. While insignificant, it 
did reYerse the annual losses 
of the previous three decades. 

On October 9, 1906 the 
Bab~·lon RR was bought by 
the Long Island Con~olidated 
Electrical Companies. a hold
ing company owned 505<-by 
the Long Island RR and 50~ 
br the Interborough Rapid 
Transit Co., operator of sub
"·av and elevated railroads in 
Xe\,. York Cit\-. It "·as an
nounced that 'the c a r line 
"·ould be electrified, but the 
project was dela~•ed, as was 
that of the Cross-Jsla11d Trol
le~·, br the Panic of 1907. 

When m o r e normal eco
nomic conditions n-turned, 
the property was sold to the 
South Shore Traction inter
ests in 1909 who took it oYel' 
and electrified it. The• South 
Shore Traction. it ma,· be re
called. "·as the g1·andiose 
scheme for building a troller 
line from 59th Street and 2nd 
. ..\ ,·enue in l\fonhattan, across 
the Queensborough Bridge, 
thru Long Island Cit~·. Ja
maica. St. Albans and th e 

AUGUST 1975 

South Shore villages to 
BrookhaYen. 

OnJ~-th e line in Queens 
County w a s substantiallr 
completed, plui- brn short 
stretches in Suffolk County: 
the Babrlon line with its ex
tension about to be described 
and a short piece of track in 
$a~·dlle "·hich was later tak
en oYer b,· the Suffolk Trac
t:,:,n. the latter also connected 
"·ith the South Shore project 
in the beginning. 

In addition to electrif~·ing 
the Babrlon line, and equip
p:ng it with some second
hand single truck trolle~·s, an 
e-xtension of six miles w as 
lr.;ilt thru Lindenhurst and 
C,:,piague to Amity,·ille, 
,•:here a short stretch of 
trnck in the center of to"·n 
'"as shared "·ith the Hunting
t,:,:1 RR ( Cross-Island Trol
le·.->. For this extension sec
onrl-hand double trnck cars 
,,·He brought in from N. Y. 

• Cin·. The writer remembers 
the. carbarn, a rather crnde 
cc,rrugated iron building on 
the south side of the LTRR in 
\\'est Babylon. At that time it 
"·r.•.:lcl ha,·e been possible to 
ride b,· trolle,· from Halesite 
on L0i1g Island Sound to the 
Fire Island Dock on Great 
Sc,.nh Bar, about a 24-mile 
tr::,. in approximate]~• two 
hr,,;r.;;. 

F.e Babrlon-.Amit~·yille op
e1 r,::•·•n has been described in 
th,:- December. 1973, Fo/'11111. 
It :-=: :i hand-to-mouth exist
enc·.,. for eleYen Years before 
it f·.-.n dO\\"ll :'.\Iar 15, 19:!0, 
ou::c.sting the XY and ~orth 
SI:, •:·e Traction b,· a fe"· 
"."'"'~:~ and ending· almost a 
ha::·-cennu·,· of street railway 
ser·::ce in Bab>·lon. • 
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The' ·LIRR Brought 
Fame & Fortune 

By Bralley Hanis 

'lbe llamltt ol Sl. Ja- In 
Ille Town ol SmillllowD wu 
hiocorically -nu Hud ol 
tho Har1>or uetll IIU. ID taht 
yur, Epiacopaliaaa llvtnc In 
the area or...,ized a pariall 
and incorporated a nlilloua 
10Clt17 known H the St. 
Janie• Church of Smitbtown. 

In followlne year, a chonh 
buildifll WU COllllruot,ed on 
North Country Road (Rt. 
JSA) and WU fcwmally ded~ 
cated u tile St. Ja111M Epi.. 
eopajChurdl. ' 

11w name ol Sl. Jarnea ,,._ 
came aaaociated with the 
community, becaute ,oon 
after Ibis finl churdl •• •· 
cetal the •·-ral Govern
,_ opened ill finl post ol· 
fice In the area a11d named 
the l,o,,ta1 dilltrid St. Ja,-. 

When the 1overnment 
~ a pool olfice 1ft the 
ar,a, it did IO in Richard 
511)1111'1 Genenl 5141n whlrh 
w.- located at the ..-. 
tJcja al _,... - Tino 
a.ten Rd. 

:On Jun t, IIN, the St. 
J,..,_ Poll Office became a 
ri,allty and tbil lneallty In 
!lmillllnwn hu bNn k-11 
.. St. James•- since. 

Al&houcli ,,. populallon ol 
St. Jarnea w• much amalllr 
In the t- than k ii !Oday, 

'Ille flGCflpbical area-n 
then u St. Ja,- wu much 
111r,_ since It included tho 
.... k-.. laday .. tbe lo, 

corporated vlllapa or Nil• 
aequocue alld Head of the 
Narllor. 

11le billory ol !Ma area, 
bowever, ,- back much 
fatlw lban 1113. 

A mile to the eut wu tile 
"quloe little hamlet ol Milla 
._, a cllectioa ol not more 
than a - ...... , OD the 
-.i bordff ol the -n." 
ll•e were to be found "ex· 
tenolve ~ o1 bea'U.y, 
v.,.._loolcina fruit trnea," 
and the "commodious man
aioaof ... Wickham W. MUia." 
The Milla Pond ._ on the 
Nortll Country Rd. is owned 
today bx the Town or 
Smllhtown. 

The hooe la intere1tin1 
biocorlcally becauae it la very 
old and the weal win& ia 
lbo<liht toheve been built by 
Timothy Milla, who porch, 
- the land In thia area 
lrom Adam Smlll>. 

Timothy MUia wu one of 
the flnt oulliden to pwch
- laod from the Smiths and 
build a home there. "TIie 
orl1iaal houN ... wu par
tially claatnJed by fire. A 
deacendant, Wllllam Wlc• 
kham MIiia, .....- what 
remained In 1131 and buil the 
lhrae-alory addltloa. The 
bulldina, done - lhe dl
NCtion ol the ud,itec:\ cal
Vin Pallard, "ii a maanill
eent example o1 Greek Revi
val arcbllectin and bef lltad 
the man for whom it wa1 
built.'' • 

William Wickham 111111 
... Supervia' ol SmlthtowD 
for .. _.. years, - of lhe 
larseat landowners, and a 
man ol much 1nnuenN.11 

By 18", when the SI. 
JA111M Epiacopal Cburcllwu 
founded, lhere _.. only • 
few homes to be found a'oftl 
North Country Rd. 125A). 

The only CGDCentratioa of 
dwellinp w• In the hamlet 
or Milla Pond and lheae 
ho,-IINtehod away to the 
aoutb alOIII MUia Pond Rd. 
and Morlchel Rd. at Ila 
aouthern end. 

The ham lat of SI. James aa 
il nilled In 111$3 WU lo be 
lound-"' of Nort11 Cowitry 
Raad, where oome :IO houaa 
were -irated, most ol 
lhem alq Morichel Rd., 
Three SiJlen Rd., and liar
hew HUI Rd. The oeoter ol the 
vU!afeandllatlny population 
lay 11tuated allWIC the ro<JCh 
hUia thal are found In lhla ....... 

The school houae, with 
about 100 1eholara in atlM
- by lffl, WU locat..i 00 
Tlne.sia..ftd. 

The bus~ dillricl c:or,. 
liltedollhree ......... atorea, 
- ol which houaad tbe j.t 
omce, an Inn, and • a 
blacbmilh - wheelwript 
ohop. 

M .. 1 ol the people ol St. 
Jame, were farmers, al
lhouch some made their II•• 
Ing from cuUiftc cordwood 
and hauii111 it down to the 

NYC't MAYOII JUfflC& GAYNOll ealW IL Ja-• "Doep,Nlla" Illa
lie-. 

dock al the end o1 Cordwood 
Palh. 

Otllert made a llvillg har· 
ve1tin1 1hellfi1h, particu
larly,...._, aolt clams aad 
oyatera, which were luan 
from Stony Brook Harbor 
and ahlppad by sloop and 
,.._,_ to ·New York Clly 
maruu. Many ,_, made a 
iMn1 u eaptalna and aailora 
on - v...ia. 11ley look 
the car- of aballflalt and 
cordwood Into New York 
City, and returned loaded 
c1own wltb ...,.. ...-. r ... 
tbe fann«a' fialda. 

Bo-lived.~ i-pla of St. 
Ja,- In the -• but all of 
this wu lo cllalllO will> the 
COIIUIII ol Ille Loni lalaad 
Rall Raad In, lffl. 

Allllauab the Loac lalaad 
Rail Road encow-aaed 
bus;-,- to__.. to SI. 
Ja,-and beco«Ncocnmut
en, not many were wlllinl to 

mau aucll a IOIII journey. and drew men i-pla lo u. • 
The ._. Island Rail Raad ..... 

wu more 1ueceului la Tbroupoul his tenn of al· 
promatina !Ooa'ilm. , fice, which luc.d lllltil bis 

Al the turn-ol-Ole-centuey, death In ltlll, Mayor a.,
lhe population ol St. JamM made Oaapwella bll "Sum· 
hadrileoloabout400perma- m« Cltr, llall" and - lo 
neat reaideall. Growl111 la dolipe a tal<ial .-pact. 
popularity u a aumm• re- inl"!l)Ol'lanlromlbeCityoo 
_, many tour1ila came to a tour ol hit Pie bara. 
Vilil and •afad OD lo 11\,e Al man paaple mnved ID, 
ll>«e .,...,,-uy. . the rMldaatlal .... llliltad. 

Al real- valuea - ~ people bepn IMnc oo 
tlnued to rile, more aubdlvl- the aoulb aide ol tbe railroad 
"""' ol proporty look place, tracu, aad tba Sc. Ja
and many home-ownera • bual•- dlatrlct moved 
moved In to enjoy tbe i,a- aouU. u well. 
eloua eoua11y Illa. on Aus. 11, ms. tbe St. 

TIie SI. Jamea area alao Jamaa Pool Offl•• wu 
bepn lo attract Iha.,._ and • moved lroa, ita location ■-
Iha __,..,.., aeton the ,-.I._ lo a Ille• 
al the day. !Ake Ave. 11 -upled the 
• St. Jjlmea became a11 ae- aoulhaideolthebuilcl-,lllal ., 
tor's haven. Why thia bap- la 1oda7 Noltlia1er'a 
l)alad ia not -•• but - Hardware Sore. 1'llia u.. 
-y bu k lllal "a poup of , bad beeD -via& the eom
llOlorl once travelled to Ibis munlty u a~ aod a 
area from New York City oo eba...iore. 
the bicyclea ... Since the trip 
bad taken - o1 the day, 
ud they were "too I.ind r.., 
the return trip, and havina 
liked what they aaw, tlley de· 
cided to atay a while.'' 

Far whatever reuan, SI. 
Jamea "became a popular 
Nl.realfor abaw--lolk 
durlna their laiaun time." • 

The allow bush- .,..ai. 
ol Iha tura-of,the-ceatury 
came lo Sc. James dw-in1 
llleir holiday," and many 
pure~ bamM In tbearea. 

lloviag the Poot Orrlca 
followed Iha trend of Iha 
-- commllllit,y lo move. 
nearwtotherallroadlUtlon. 

Not Ions alter lhla, Ille 11>
corporated vlllalff of Nia• 
aequoaue a11d Head of the 
Harbor were created. The 
i.ideataofN..........,.u 
authorized by Iha lawa ol the 
State or New York ror the 
purpoaa or ae:r...- ... 

In am, the reaidoala ol St. 
Jama, "la the rural area 

• - and - of Iba 1-ol-lJle.aatuey hamlot ol Sl. 
Jamea" foll-ad auk and 
eatablilbad the "VU .... ol 
Heedollha!WW." 

,,_ I~ IIICh ram
OIII aamea u John, Lionel 
and Etbal Barrymore, lhe 
a.in-, tbe Collien, Ille IA 
Ruea, the Garricu, and 
many other lncludln1 • tba 
prlle fighter, "0.atltmao Theae vUla1aa were·, 
Jim" C<lrbelt. 1 "founded so thal the reaJ. 

The lure ol SI. Ja,- for denta could .,...,. u..1r owa 
the areet reached Ila -,Jib roniae, ~ tbe a'-IOD 
wbaa SUprema Court Juatice of commercial areas, uct 
WWJam J. Ga~ of ._. -v• Iha charm of Iba 
lya purcbued Iha aalata laTaln of the barllor. • • 
known aa DNpwalll. Thia So the commwuly ol St. 
IIDa old ha- wu rec- Ja- wu apllt Ullo tm. 

........ u - ol ,,. land- -- .... and lbil clm
maru al St. Jam" wbea ·aloDhalPll'lialadloU..day.f: 
JUltiee Gay- bouiht the 
i...._..1a ••. ONpwella al The,..olthe-,.ottii. ~ 
tbal lime WU 1ar1a11 and bahllol ol St. J- la ~ 
wlimproved farm and i. de- whlcb la atill beiDC wrlnM.. 
~killloa11ne-.1a. a.J-•bad~ 

Ha-tbewell at Ille • .,..... ol populalilll'..t~ 
back ol Iha houa• alld ID- lloualnc to lhe _., ., Illa. 
CNaaed the atoek of farm railroad ir,dla. 'Illa ...... 
ulmala. Pip -. hill - ble ~.,.. bava u
aion and be kept Jt "por• """'boeoewaDoMdup,- • 
t.a." fatmial .. a..,., .. ,-;; 

lnlflt,JlllticeG-,-•• . sncucau, dll_.i. • 
aomlaatad aad alectad ly .....,, .,.., the .. I 

mayw of New York Cit)' • eorporated vllla1a ol Ni.-' 
Ille DallMICl'alJC tlekal. Ha MQUOIUI aed Head ., lhe 
badrwiaaa"lla1111ebad.,.. ltarllorha-,CU'elllllyca,, 
eata ol good IOV..,._I," trollod tllelr -~ .... 
and hid - •a,..,_ u,,. ..-U, lllrouCb nouletlva 
ut. • 11D11U11 - ..,., .. plaalnc. 

The fact Iha! Ille Maya, ol , Aa a ....it, lllan la 11W 
NawYort<Cityhada-, -land avallablt In~ 
homalaSI.J-plaoadthe vlUlpe Md - ......... 

:nffi!P.f.1,.IW.lll19'1,11p,, i•.wi• •- N ,_..__ 
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The Babylon Railroad 
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Tl"olley cars were ~n imponant method of transponation in 
Babylon during the end of the 19th century a.nd the early part 
of t.he20lh 

In 1871 a horse-drawn trolley was.started by David S.S. an extension of six miles was built from Babylon lo Amity- g_ 
Sammis for lhe pu~e of transporting the guests of lis ville using second-hand double truck cars. At one time, one : 
"Surf Hotel" on Fire Island from lhe railroad station to the could ride from Halesile on the Long Island Sound to the. ·z 
steamboat dock. A trolley and a Oat car for baµage ~• Babylon docks, a 24 mile trip, in about two hours. The ~ 
pulled by two horses. In order to keep the franchise the hne Babylon-Amityville operation has been described in the L.I. 3 
had 10 be run all year and usually only consisted o1 a small· Forum, August 1975. It led a checkered existence for eleven f 
car pulled by a horse or a mule. . . years before it shul down on May IS. 1920. ending almost a ; . 

In 1893 Mr. Sammis, who celebrated his 75th birthday, sold half-eentury of street railway service in Babylon. • -"· 
his Fire Island property to lhe,state and when lhe Surf Hotel ,-------------------- .. : ~ 
did not ooen. President Austin Corbin of the L.I.R.R. was 
very unhappy. In 1898 the railroad passed out of the hands of 
Babylon men and ii was operated by l'jew York people for 
several years.- They rebuilt the entire track and operated 
steam ars. They were not successful, and after two years 
the road was leased toWiUlam CDe> Garmowhoresumed the 
horse car service. 

In 1906, the line was purchased by the L. I.R.R. and the ln
terboro Subway System of N.Y. who announced the line 
would be eleclrified. This was delayed due lo the panic ol 
1907. In 1909, lhe South Shore Traction interests took it over 
and electrified It. In addition to electrify!"" the Babylon line.· 



~: . .,, . . . -~ .. . . 
TH~ OLD LI~~ :This i_~'.C?."! ~f the_ ~ld;_.B"abylon R_a_i~road Co. _trolrey's th•-+· used _to _.clang 
their slow: way • from ·,·B~!>Y!.~ii ,t_c!,_ ~ill.•ti':ill •· .10·;,•I'!~ -~o. ·yf!lar, agct, a11d on• of- the:men 
who_ used ·~o help run. t.ti.•n:i·, ·.Henry:~W.fllmont: of ¥(est· Baby,l~n.1 •· J 

~-.. • •• .... . . :. ~-~ .. ~.-:...i:-.. ,,.. •. -· ,), ,. ":~ -:.• .... ~-~·~ .. -r::-1'; .... -~. -~-1:":9_. -:•-.-· ·r 

RecC>Jlficf:)Nh~n; Tr.alley Ran 
From BabYlon -to~-Anlit'yy,;J/e? 
By Tom Collins .... ' •• .. - ' . The Bab}·lon-Ainit)'Ville line _was ow.fled "by the 

B~b\:lon_:_The·· "Tooncrv·u~· TroJI,._ ''. that Bab,•lon R:ailrJ?ad Co., -n_o,-.: .:~f.h!nct. •. • -
._ - _. l • ..• .,.y:·--.. ·: .. -·-Anotberformer~motorman,•Capt.--HaroldSmall-

\\:oun_~ its _sl?~_:way f!om Babylo~}o A.flll~1';:'.·'·: i,i,·oti~ Robert.St., _B11bylon;•:who has \',l~t r~_tiied 
v11lc:, 111 t~e • days _when the· trollcy:·was· con7-:~ from· tl'ie ~Babylon· V:1ll~1e • Pohce Deparh\le{lt, ·re
sidcr!-?d • µlt~a,~9dcrn·,.,. is stiU: fondly r:cn,;i~rnf·;· . ine~n: ·tli~ • tim~ when ·the . trolley._ jum_p~ .!he _ 
bcred:..by the·:·oldtimers who \Vere among its tracl::_.~t ~am Stre~t and ·J:?~r· fa~k.-t.we~ue,- •~~. 

•• . • : ... " . • : . . . ·sm:ist:,.ed mto a laree cast-iron <l.r1i:i~mc Joun ta in 
customers. • • . _.0 • • • • • • fot .-horses. "It ~wted ~•p--the-fountam prc~ty .bad,'' 

It danged out, the distance in about 3 5 minutes he recalls. • . • 
on the days when, jt):lidn't jump the "track. "\.V,_lien Within· a few ye.·us after \1/orld \Var· _I, the 
it di~,. w~,i.u.s.t.~~0-f·~~ ~sUoc..!\t~.~~~ ~ptil_ ther.;·,:,.tl"f.)!~C).:'.)D~d_e a fii:ial run ·0!1c da( and then jufl!pcd •: 
&?t 1t go1~g a,a•~'.~ +ecalls Paul Ball~. the S"ulfo1k. • -tlie_ tiack"s mto· liistorr.;::lts'iive· c_ars -h~g l~ng sm<;~--
County h1Stonan~"!'ho was a veteran 1ndcr of the old • . been .reduced to· one, ond. that not: m very gooa • 
line. "\Ve used Jo'..call it the·Tooncrville·Trolley.'~·. shape} and·th"e-ei_elit miles of-track had deteriorated 

"That's ri&ht/ says 66-year-old Henry .Ellis Will- . badly: "But ;the- me.ntfon of -it . Clln. still make the 
mont of 103 Arnold Ave-. \1/est Babylon a former oldtimetrnostaliic .. "'[11intt~ ·were ~ind of peaceful 
mo!onua:n o~ the_ .trolley.}'It_ used to ju~p .off .<Jui~~~ and quiet in those _days," \1/ilhnont ~ys. 
a b,t and wed .have to run it back on. . .,,. • ' . • I ... ,., . • .. • 

1'hc· June dar," in 1910 wheri"•the first nini~~ . 
_ m:ide was-like' ~he· t_ro}ley· lirie_ itse,f after~ _a_:J~~-.' 

years-a: disappointment. to all. • ~ gala: day.. ,~ ·1 
planned .in which a brass \>and froqi Llndenhu_rst was 
to play in the village park. . . • ,. . . • 

Railr0.1d officials . and other dignitari~s wcr.c: -~ 
sd,eduled to: take an excursion trip" and higlt school 
c-hild.reo· ~vere ~~( ~g si~~ ';My Country 'Tis of Thee'~ , 
under the trees in the· park. Bµt a storm ~me- up~ .. 
and. the r.ain drenched the digniarfcs. and .the.Jive.'.: 
spanking new trolleys·:lio~d··up, "f<ir "ttie •first, trip. to·:: 
Amitrville. It was -an omcri of things to C(!m~.. • :· 

The trolleys w~re ·small ·c;irs ,vilh a capaaty·,of~ ·, 
/ about 28 riders.- ''When; there: was too -m_uch',of a;; 

lo:1d in the baclc,- the front would . tip up>~e. ,
1 passcng~rs had to·. be .evenly dist.i:il?utcd,''. ·.recalls ~ 

.mother old timer,. Shepard_ FaJJ"ington of. 4J_ Qund,cc.1 
Ave., Babylon. • . • •. . .. ·· .. - :., 

The uo11ey ran ·Irom the· Steamboat Do<;Jc ·up· . 
Fire Island· Avenue into Deer Parle• Avenue,· and -
made a left tum into -Trolley Line Road, named· for, . 
the trolley. Then it ran paralJel _to the Long".Islal)d· .. 
Rail Roaa tracks throueh West ,~:i;bylo~. ·copiague • 
and Lini:lenhutst; ending up aJ Broodway in Amity 4 

•• 

,·ille, where • passengers 'could catch a· nort~-sq.uth • 
trolley that ran at· the: ~ime across to -1:!unhngton. 

NOTE: The uame icd date.of the 
publication io wbic:b tbe attide first 
appeared • not been detcaniaed. 
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A Weekly Sarin 
Picturing the Put 

A ¥ltw of dowlllftl l'ltcht• IIOllftd 1111. The wltw II io.1111 IIOl1II Oft Nolttl Ocfl• A- from MIii Strait •rtag 1111 COllllrlctlea II 1111 ...... Tl'ldlotl Ca. trolt.y llllt. 
Mclmll'• ·~- II OIi lllt 11,111. Acroa NIIIIII 0c.- An11111 II Ille lnztJ •IMI Nawlna llan. 

The Brief Heyday 
Of the Trolley 

AS THE 19TH CENTURY turned into 
the 20th, trolley fever swept acrou 
the country, and Long Island was 
not immune. Light rail lines 

proliferated, including a line that ran 
from P.atchogue to Sayville. The Suffolk 

-1 Traction Co. planned another trolley line 
"' ,------,,.......= to run from Patchogue 0 . ~I loPo,tJ,ff,non, .. d l THEN·· • .:: in 1911 and 1912 the 
>' I NOW~ : company built 7 miles 
~ ~----- ofline, from the 
al • Patchogue town dock 

!>' north to Holtsville. However, trolleys 
soon lost out to the automobile and the 

. i Patchogue to Port.Jefferson trolley was • 
• • 1 never completed. 

--,-TIit 111111 ~ n II ap,..n today. The Hparlmllll store, IOW Int lweny's, -- ,. 1111 INIINllf OI lllt 
' left. TIii cemtr __ -,ltd 11J 1111 dr1plOlt- 11n • Nlldl111 -,11, 11J O'Nalll's, • collltffll IN• kabr. 

···--· 
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ANNUAL HISTORY DAY ESSAY CONTEST 2009 

''TROLLEY DAYS: 
A history of trolleys in the Town of Babylon'' 

RESEARCH PACKET 
- photographs, newspaper and magazine articles, book excerpts 

and general information about the history of trolley lines that 
operated in the Town of Babylon. 
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ADDITIONAL SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

PRESENTATIONS 
❖ On SarurJay, l\farch 28, 2009, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m .. at Babylon Town Hall, 200 E. Sunrise I lighwar, 

Lindenhurst, the Town of Babylon Historian, Thomas B. Smith, will host an op/1011(1/infoanation 

session and presentation on trolley history, after which students may ask questions about trolleys in the 
Town of Babylon. l11e information presented by the Town Historian will be based on the material 
prm·ided in this packet .. 

BOOKS (arnilal.>le at many local libraries) 
❖ Amityville, written by the Amityville Historical Society, published by ArcaJia Publishing, 2006. 
❖ Babylon By the Sea, written by Anne f ranees Pulling, published by Arcadia Pul.>lishi.ng, 1999. 
❖ The Cross-Island Line: the swr.y of the Huntington Railroag, written by Vincent F. Seyfried, 1976. 
❖ r ,ost Trolleys of Queens and Long Island, written by Stephen L. Meyers, published by Arcadia 

Publishing, 2006. 

HISTORICAL SOCIETIES 
❖ Amityville Historical Society: 598- I 486 
❖ Friends of the Deer Park Archives: Contact the Office of Historic Services for more information. 
❖ Lindenhurst Historical Society: 226-1254 
❖ Village of Babylon Historical & Pres. Society: 669-1756 

LOCAL LIBRARIES 
❖ Amity\·ille Public Library: 264-0567 
❖ Babylon Public Library: 669-1624 
❖ Copiague Memorial Public Library: 691-1111 
❖ Deer Park Public Library: 586-3000 
❖ Lindenhurst Memorial Public Ubrary: 957-7755 
❖ North Babylon Public Library: 669-4020 
❖ West Babylon Public Library: 669-5445 
❖ Wyandanch Public Library: 643-4848 

Information packet compiled by the Town of Babylon, Office of Historic Services, for the 2009 History Day Essay Contest, 
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I 
BABYLON RAILROAD COMPANY 

1871-1920 

A horse-drawn trolley rar of the Babylon Railroad Company, circa 1880s. 

Infonnation Provided About the Babylon Railroad: 

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Photographs of Babylon Railroad Company trolley cars, page 4 . 
Brief Timeline of the Babylon Railroad, page 5 
Map showing the path of the horse-drawn Babylon Railroad trolley line from the Babylon Railroad 
Station to the Babylon docks, which operated from 1871-1920, page 6. 
Map showing the path of the Babylon Railroad trolley line from Amityville to Babylon, 1910-1920, 
page 7. 
"Trolley Day Was a Big Success," pages 8-10. This 1910 article describes the opening day of the 
trolley line from Babylon Village to Amityville. 
"Recollect When Trolley Ran From Babylon To Amityville?," by Tom Collins, page 11 . 
"Streetcar Story Retold," by James E. Tooker, page 12 . 
"The Babylon Railroad," by Felix E. Reifschneider, pages 13-14 . 
"The South Shore Traction Company," by Felix E. Reifschneider, pages 15-16 . 
"Recollections of the Trolleys," by Seth Purdy,Jr., pages 24-26, has some information about the 
trolleys that ran between Amityville and Babylon. 
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A trolley car of the Babylon "Railroad Company en route from Babylon Village to Amityville. 
Sherman House, whid; stood on Main Stnel in Babylon Village, can be seen in the background. 

A trolley t-ar approaches the docks al Babylon Village, transporting passengers lo the waitingferry boats. 

Information packet compiled by the Town of Babylon, Office of Historic Services, for the 2009 History Day Essay Contest, 
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BRIEF TIMELINE OF THE BABYLON RAILROAD COMPANY 

l 87 l (Spring) - DaviJ S.S. Sammis, a prominent Babylon Village resident, builds a horse
Jrawn trolley line to transport passengers from the Long Island Railroad Station in 
Babylon Village to his ferries at the Babylon Dock. The ferries transport guests to 
Sammis' Surf Hotel located on Fire Island. The trolley line was 1.53 miles from the 
south side of the railroad depot to the docks, and consisted of two trolley cars and 
two horses. 

1890 - The rolling stock, also known as railroad cars, of Babylon Railroad increases to 
three closed trolley cars and one open car. The fare is 6 cents. 

1898 and 1899 - A New York City firm purchases the line and installs motors which 
operate under steam power. A steam boiler, located in the yard north of the Odd 
Fellows Hall in Babylon, generates the steam. 

1900 Quly 2Yh) - William De Garmo leases the trolley company and restarts the old horse
drawn service. For the first time, the company shows a profit - only $1.00. 

1906 (October 9) - The line is purchased by Long Island Consolidated Electrical Company 
with intentions to electrify the operation but the financial Panic of 1907 causes a 
delay in plans. 

1909 - The operations of the Babylon Railroad are sold to the South Shore Traction 
Company, but the name "Babylon Railroad" continues to be used. 
• The line is electrified and construction begins on a six-mile extension from 

Babylon Village going west through West Babylon, Lindenhurst and Copiague to 
Amityville. 

1910 Oune 1 l th)-The new trolley line is officially opens with five small trolley cars, each 
with a capacity of 28 passengers. 

• A corrugated metal car barn is built on the south side of the railroad tracks in 
West Babylon, at Belmont Junction, which was located near the intersection of 
Great East Neck Road and Trolley Line Road. 

• The fare is 5 cents for the stops at West Babylon, Lindenhurst and Copiague, and 
10 cents for the full trip from Amityville to Babylon. The full trip takes 
approximately 35 minutes. 

• The trolley cars operate at an average of once per hour. 

1920 (May 25) - Operations of the Babylon Railroad cease. 

Information packet compiled by the Town of Babylon, Office of Historic Services, for the 2009 History Day Essay Contest, 
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A portion of a hand-dnwn map 
endtlecl '"Babylon as M wa1 In 

1870," compiled and created by 
The Nellon Studio, st. James, 

N.Y .. 1964. 

11111 map lhoWI placn aad 
_,npertJOWMrL Obar:vethe 
,....,._........,.wntrelley 
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Mi,p. of tbe TroJJey Line o~rsted by tbe Soutb 
Sbott Traction ComJJlllly, also known as tbe 

B,,J,ylon Railroad Co., between the Villages of 
AmitJ:rilk and BSfbylon from 1910 to 1920. 

The hand-drawn map, above, was copied from the 
article ''The South Shore Traction Company," by Felix 
E. Reifschnedier, Long Island Forum, December 1973, 
pg. 232-233. (A copy of Mr. Reifschneider's article is 
enclosed with this information packet.) 

The map to the righ~ is the approximate trolley route 
which has been drawn over a modem-day street map. 
("Suffolk County Atlas," by the Hagstrom Map Co., 
Inc., 1998, pg. 22-23.) 
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AY WAS 
A Bia • slJCCESS 

. 
~fS~~~ ;_ ;'.:: )£@RE TRACTION 'COMP A:NY . 

. ERE;D ·I~SELF··.wITH, GLORY IN ITS 
~ • ·~ .';"'S,"'.,t."' . . -~' ♦ 

C~LEB-l;tATION' E'AST SATURDAY \(II f 
.-: ···t D;mp w9ther did rioi-tfi~~ tli'e, festive occasion- The running of the electric cars loudly and 
~ enthusiasti~ly,greeted...:...Bah,Y.lon Village·and Town warmly congratulated upon the forward step- . 
·Cars.now 'running and well pci,tr~nized-How the great day was observed. 

• '• I 

• 4 

TWG>' POPULAR OFFICERS Of ,THE SOUTH SHORE TRACTIO~. COMPANY 
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;;•f,.. · ,l! • • • ~;l •• .~~r.;&~ ,;,~•~·?t .. ~c::;r~crJ~~~':t'·~ •• ~ 
- •je;.l~ ,.. (t•~ '. •;_ ~'!· • •. 11'4_: s 1 - • Tbe Soutb·~Sljure If~rry,. !-~omtU'.!dY 
/ p'l:a1,11e -. r. • :h1m'0 anJ • r. We1.vt1r announcee IU1, 1,1ob't,,dul1:.1.,and rntee or. 
' U!>°QI.. thoh-able (11rel'itlon oti t:be work. 'i 1 '" fore but ween Bab:,lon 'do!k 1.rnd ;vai:iouis 
~ AS,ci. Wood"wll.rd, e~ret.ai.,. I lCI P1·e11i- ,· ' ,· (lOiUtfl OD o ... k I 811\IIU lu tbla le~be; to 
<h•~t PeU!re o( tbo•Louii: 1611.Loel a,utroad ,~·• •A' talu'l el?ttc~ tbla S1,tnrdr~y. Tbe i:owvanr 
OomP.11UYc.' tmld '}to )ul- It M.r. Peter11 ~~y ';t prom I Pee I\ ftret ch\se ,ervica • with· I~•. 
·wi., pi:c~t1ut he•wonld expre11"' bl11 keen f~·.~.i- practically oew boat, the Oak Ishul.l, 

• !ll(ltll'Jf,;tctloo ot tlfe'eucceH ot tbe trolley .
1
~;.~ 0.,Z}. and will wake connect.Ion at BBbYl, • 

ondert11liing. H•eTemarlred tbat It takt"l ,,1, ~.-:, dock wit.b tbe carll of tlla Babylon Rall-· 
mouey fo build a 1·ailroad, "nd thtlt. ..•. -.-.~~t roao. Fo,llowlo,r oat \ts po\loy or giving 
wbllelt took tbe Long hlual\ Compuuy 1_, Lbe llllblic c:bellp r,u-ee It- h"e adopted a 

• flve :,ears to cttm(Jlete tbe crose--lsl and • .!'{, -~tlfcbonule or rates tU11,t will. meet tbe 
ronte hetwe~l\,Buntlogtpo und Amity, _.,,0 ' dem1>ods of tbe 1uo11t crlLlcc•I nnd every 

: vlllo. lt occopled Ou't; tbrAA yeBrll to fiol>1h • pock.,toook. ltead I ts :;,d vertlsemeot lu 
; up the Amltyvllle-Bo.bylon line. Io • 1,1.,18 1t,eue. 
1 conolualoo be ea)d the Soutb Sbore , 't 
i Traction Cowvar.n, •1111,e done ae well ae Mm·e laud hetween Farmingdale and ,• 
j any company coul<l,b.avo done. 1• .• ,, ,i~Awltyville 1a under ugrh:ultural coltl· ,I~ 
·] Mr. Baoaer clc:>@edtt.Jle speecbll'lakltlll( ... ,., -<il vaiton tblll ~prlug tbao tor many, mau.J' "'i~ ;
1 

here. PreeliJent JJ·well T. Wood uull 1 years, and tbfl <muae of the retoro r.o 
Engtoeer Weaver werA on tbe pro- • • ijOll cnltl vt\t\on la tbe trolley, Practical 
~rawme for epeeobe~, but tbalr rnoile11ty • baueftts hRve bePn acco1·ded by the 
rorbode their talilt11( up tbe time In I swlCt veblole which eplne P.! ,ng on a 
maklnll no 1«1dre1111. 1 ,mpper thread, but bere, wa _hlnk, gen-

'.rbe Seaboard Ct1netroctlon Company . tlweot btu1 been B great ractor. '!'be 
de11erv1111 meotloo or tte worlt 111 coro- territory bae bet>n Wl\de cbeortnl aud 
pletlog tbe local line. Attar bt!rng , bnperot by tbe r..-eqnont passln~ of tbe 
awarded tbe cootrnot, It began tbe bnPy ageot of 1ndt1et1·y. -~lr. 
octnal work or cou11tructloo In a llllz- Tbe trollay car bl•B given lire and hooe , 
v.,ucl oo Jann11,ry 17th Jaet. By MRrob ., ,to n long dorw11ut territory. From 
8th It laid the etretc,10 of trllck Crow ' sterility It baa become fertile. .From , 

, ~·· Amltyvllle to tbe 811.hylon vlllai<e lioe tul cxpeo11lve burden It baa become a I 
-~ Oue of ltll most rapid pieces or worl< prodnciog factor. •. 

wM8 Its completing the overbeacl coo- Speed tbe agencies tbat do tblng11! \ 
,,, 11trnct100 trow tb~ Babylon villAge hue ·Welcome the helptul, hopeful, cbeortul, \' , 

to Lbe vlliBQ:e (JrOl)6l', " dlst.ance or 1¾ -1.nodernl:r:log of A riob land, too long. too ... , 
u1ileP, In three dayl'. Thie compaoy long out or touch with tbe marc,b of r;~.;1 
,180 bnilt tbe croaa•ieland lino bt'tweou l,irogresel Long hlaod ha.a been ~l• t ":;"' 
Bootlngton and A.mltyvlllt-, .. ud ,n .. de oovt>red, and It• eratwblle nnwllhng 1 • -~ 
,. record In completing the 1:1trelcb be· danl,r,eoa are made reluctant figure, In ,. 
tween Melville .. act Arnityyllle, ·,. dill- tt■ triumphant entry at the WOl"t'l'■ •• 
tBnce of O w1lel!, in 4~ working d"yl', uey. ~1eua,";'-4"wity'fllle Reoo_rd. _ -~; 

t 

~ 
Tbe beginning ol' the operation or th 

, eectlon of tbo trolley line of tbe 8011t 
!Shore rat11·oad bet.,veeq Aw1tyvllle an 

'.. Babylon. 11ay■ tba llnotiugton Lo11 
,,•~ blander, will tie au importautextcnelo 
·• \ ot tbe OroM11-Iehi.od trolley aervlce tha 

baa bean malutalned hetweeu tll 18 vil 
1a11e aod..A1olt,yvllle. lt \V\11 ruro\eh 
tbrongll eleot.rlo seTvlue between tb 
liontto,cton eteamboat doolle to wblc 
roo rerq boat• from Stamford llnd Nor 
walk and tbe Babylon Steamboat doc 

i• from which ferryboat& run to Fir 
:~ hland. 
• ~· • 'l'bla 11bould r11anlt In tb"' creation o 

'- ·, a conalderabl6 excur11lon trafflo bet wee 
be waooracturloir cltleaof C ,nnectlco 

the South 81de 'beacbee. Tb11 trolle 
n with B~b.vlou . will al aae tb!I, t'ralllo between 

J.t • ,so■ li·SI ~~ .. lll 
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... 

t-1.:.P;.' "· • »·.~-,$" 1 
. ;.F J:J,~if?.H· J~'·• ·a~~ 
.• ·""1:;;.:,;,,,I\ ..... ~.1~ 

TH~ OLD LINE • . This i_s on! ~f the ol_~-. Ba~y Jon Railroad Co. _trolleys t_hat• used _to. c; lang 
their slow_ w•y, from·. B~byl_on ,fo A"':1tyvdle ~O • an~ SO. ·years ag,, and one of the :men 
who. used·-~~ help run •~•m, ,Henry ~W,llm?n t· '?f West BabyJon. 1 I 

. '\. •• :'! ,,.,,~._"'·"·:• .. ,:--,:-·.•1,..~•--:· ·'.· ·::►.., ••• 1.- .... ---.-,:--:. ~- - ;: 

Recollect When: Tio:/ley Ran 
From• Bq.liYlon to:AmitYville? 
Br Tom Collins, • •• .- The Baoylon-Amit)l.ville line was owned· by the 

J3~b_,,lon-The· "Toonervme· Troll~y•~. tha_ t Bab>•lon 'R.iihpad Co., now \l~fllnct. •. 
• J\nother formc-r· motorm:in;'"<.:apt.· Harold Small-

" vund: its slow .. • way from Babylon to A'mitf;·/ i.ng of.20 Robcrt.-St., B.ibylon, -who has ~i.is.t retired 
,·ilk, in the .-da-ys when the trolley":: was con;,.:· from tne ·Babylon Vilh1ee · Police Department, TC• 

sidcr~d µJtra7~odern, • is still fondly rememt· mempcts· ·the time ,,,hen the. trolley. jump~ _the _ 
b d b h Jd • h • trac~- at Main Street and Deer· _Park· Avenue,- and . 

ere. :.. • Y t .~.-:~, . timers W O ,vcrc a1?10 ng its smashed into a laree (';)St-iron <l1inkin& Joun ta in 
customers. • • • _.0 • • • for .horses. "It pusted \'P··the- fountain prc.-fty bid.'' 

It changed out• th_c distance in about 3 S minutes he recalls. . • • 
011 the days when•. jt··didn't jump the ·track. '"When Within· a few vears :irter \Vorld \Var I, the 
it di~. w~-j_ust li~P,f-9.,n r.~1fo1&-th~_~;i~-~ uptil_ _th~.:.:, _tr_'?!l_eY. _m~~e a fii~at' rnn one clay· and then ju~ ped -_
got 1t gomg a1aan/ .recalls Paul Bailey, the Suff'oU.. tne track"s mto lustory:, ·Its' five· c:irs h.1c;f Ions sm~e, 
County historian-~ho was a veteran •rider of the old been reduced to o,,e, rind th:it not: in very good 
li11c. "\Ve used J~ call it the Toonerville· Trollcy ." sh·ape, and· th'e• ei.&h t miles of· track had deteriorated 

"Th:1t's rieht,'' says 66-year-ols:I Henry .Ellis Will- . badly. But· the- nic.ntion of it c:in still make the 
mont of 103 Arnold Ave·. \1/est Babylon a former oldtimetrnostaleic. "'(11ine~ ·.were k.,ind of peaceful 
11,01or111:fn on the trollcy,.~'Jt used to jump-off quite- and quiet in those _da~·s," \-Villmont says. 
a bit :ind we'd .have to run it back Qn."· .,. . 1•. l .. ·, 

The June day" in 1910 wheri '•the first run'<was 
111:ide was-like· the troJley' line itself after· a· f~,v. _1 

- i·t·:irs-:i: disappointment. to all. · A • &ala. day."\vas' ·1 
planned in which a brass \)and frof!l Lindenhu.rst w.1s 
to pl:iy in the village park. . • -.. . . 

R.iilroad officials and other dignitaries wac -~ 
sd1eduled to·. tak_e ai:i e~cursion trip and higlt school 
children were set tQ sinJ ''My Country 'Tis of Thee,. 
under the trees in··the park. Bpt a storm came- up; ,· 
and the ra.in drenched the dienitaries- and . the.. five .: 
spankins new trolleys :lined'· up fqr t~e first, trip. to·: 
Amityville. It was ·an om~n· of things to come~.. • ·' 

The trolleys w¢re -sm~ll ·c:m with a capacity ,of--, 
/ :ibout 28 riders. '"When there was too much';of a,-; 

lo:id in the back; the front would tip up ... 1'te,., 
p:isscnge.rs had to· be evenly . dlstr_it?uted,''. • TCC3ll! ; 
another old timer,_ Shepard Far.rinston of 'f9 Qund_ee i 
Ave., Babylon. . . . . . .. · . . . 

The trolley ran • from the Steam boat OQ~lc ·up . 
Fire Island Avenue into Deer Park A\•cnue, • and • 
m.1de :2 left turn into -Trolley Line Road, named· for• 
Ilic trolley. Then it ran paraJlel to the Lons· Island .. 
Rail Roaci tracks throu&h W~t'·Babylon, ·copiague • 
:i11d Lindenhurst, ending ·up a~ Broadway in Amity-·, 
,·ill~. where passenger, 'coutd catch a· nort~-sq.uth • 
trolley that ran at the ~ime across to 1-!untington. 

_NOTB: Tbc name and c1ate:o£ cbe • 
pw,licatioa in which the u1idi, !kt~ 
appeued hu not been d<l!tei!nioed 
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The Babylon Railroad 
MR. DAVIDS. S. Sammis a 
prominent citizen of Baby
lon, had opened his Surf Ho
tel on Fire Island in 18!>6. It 
was extended from time to 
time until it had become a 
lArge enteqwise. It was not 
until the Spl'ing of 1871 that 
Mr. Sammis decided he 
should provide better trans
po1-tation for his guests and 
their haggage from the rail
road station in Babylon to 
the dock, where his own boats 
ferried them to Fire Island. 

Thel'e were 1.53 miles of 
40 lb. iron rail from the 
South Side RR depot east a 
short distance alongside the 
railroad, then south on the 
east side of Deer Park Ave
!)Ue (if Beer's map of 1873 
1s ~ be trusted), crossing 
Mam Street and continuing 
south on Fire Island Avenue. 
After passing Prospect Street 
the track shifted gradually to 
the west side of the road. At 
the south end of the village 
there was a sharp jog to the 
east, for some distance, with 
track on the south side of the 
road; then south again on the 
Neck with track on the east 
side to the steamship dock 
where boats could be boarded 
for Fire Island. There were 
two horses and two cars, with 
road and equipment costing 
a bit more than $6000. 

Originally Robert 0. Colt 
w~ President, and John R. 
Reid, Treasurer, E. P. Wheel
er, . Secretary. David S. S. 
Sammis was listed as Super
intendent but seems to have 
?wned most of the stock. Var
ious members of the Sammis 
family were always promin
ent in the affairs of the road 
in horse car days. In 1889 
Edward F. Sammis was Su
perintendent while David 
S. S. Sammis had become 
President. Mr. J. M. Sammis 
was connected in an official 
capacity at one time and 
Washington F. Norton seems 
to have succeeded Mr. Colt as 
President some time after the 

FP-lix E. R<"i/srhne"ide:1· 

road ope{1~. ltfr. Norton was 
the father of Mrs. Emelyn 
N o~n Hasbrouck who still 
resides on Fire Island Ave
nue, and of the late Dudley 
F. ::-.Corton. 

At first the road seems to 
have been very prosperous 
and may have operated nil 
year round or nearly so. How
ever, expenses soon rose and 
sizable deficits were reported 
year after year. Those horse 
cars provided faster and 
more comfortable transpor
tation. and at much lower 
C?st than the horse drawn 
rigs a.nd wagons used prevl
o_usly. One possible explan~ 
t10n . for the relatively small 
earrungs may have been that 
Mr. Sammis provided free 
transportation on his cars for 
guests and employees of the 
hotel. After the summer of 
1875 or 1876 operation seems 
.to· have been confined to a 
few months in summer. Dur-
1 ng some years the cars ran 
for less than three months 
~hile at least during one year 
1t was reported that the ca.rs 
ran for eight months. 

The Reports of the Com
pany show that the invest
ment in the propei-ty had con
tinually inci-eased year after 
year. We do not know what 
these additional investments 
were but they may have con
sisted of i-epairs to the track 
(which should have been 

On October 18, 1873 the 
new clepot of I.he Cenb-nl RR 
of l ,ong Island was opened 
and promised to be a boon to 
the hol'se car traffic. Mr. Sev
fried, T .ong Island RR histo'r
ian, rells us that the depot 
occupied the s i t e where 
houses nos. 1!>8 and 164 Fire 
Island Avenue now stand. The 
Watson House, a large sum
mer resort hotel, was on the 
cast ~ide of the street fncing 
the depot. Now passengers 
brought to Babylon on Cen
ti-al RR t1-ains could ride the 
horse cars northbound to the 
village or southbound to the 
Fire fsland dock. In June 
1874 a ti·ack connection was 
made between the railroad 
nncl the car line so that the 
lntter could bring its baggage 
car nlong~ide the railroad's 
baggage cu.r, providing quick 
and easy transfer of baggage 
between railroad and car line. 

Alas! this excellent ar
rangement was not to la.st 
for long, for on November 1, 
1874 the Central RR trains 
began to operate into the 
South Side depot and regular 
operation into the Fire Island 
Avenue depot was discontin
ued. Some trains may have 
used it in the summer of 
1875 for the benefit of the 
Watson House and Fire Is
land traffic, but thereafter 
the track was allowed to grow 
up in wee<ls until eventually 
torn up. Whether the concen
tration of traffic at the South 
Sicle depot helped or hurt the 
horsE: cars, we .-do not know, 
but 1t was soon thereafter 
that the period of operation 
was sharply curtailed. We 
learn in 1890 that the fare 
was 6c and that there were 
three l>ox ( closed) cars and 
one open car. 

charged to expense but often 
weren't in those days) and 
Mr. Sammis, perhaps aided 
by other officers, may have 
made good the yearly operat
ing deficits out of his own 
pocket as a loan to the com
pany, n sort of subsidy to the 
railroad from the operations 
of the hotel on Fire Island r------------
since the railroad was a nee: '"The Babylon Ramo.d." by Fem B. 
essary adjunct to the hotel. Rei&chncider. wu published in the 

Lona lalud Forum magazine. 
August 1975, pages 144-146. 

~'nTfomu
0 
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According to an earlier ar
ticle in the Formn Mr. Sam
mis observed his 75th birth
day on May 8, 1893 and sold 
his Fire Island property to 
the State. The Hotel wasn't 
opened that summer, which 
aroused the ire of President 
Austin Corbin CYf the Long 
Island RR, who ti;ed and may 

have succeeded to deny ac
cess to the railroad station 
grounds to the horse cars. 

At any rate, a new era be
gan in 1898 when the road 
seems· to· have passed out of 
the hands of Babylon men, 
when New York people took 
over. The only Babylon men 
still connected with the en
terprise were Washington F. 
Norton and William G. Ni
choll, who became a surro
gate of Suffolk County. The 
new owners issued $33,000 
worth of bonds to replace the 
old light iron rails with heav
ier steel rails, rebuil<l the en
tire roadbed and purchase 
two stored steam cars or lo
comotives, known then as 
"kinetic motors" altho more 
familiarly as "fireless cook
ers". In the absence of a pho
tograph we do not know 
whether these engines pulled 
the horse cars as trailers or 
had accommodations for pas
sen~ers on the same ve~!cle, 

, 
such as the ca.rs on some lines 
in South Brooklyn at that 
time, altho the Brooklyn 
"steam motors" had coal fired 
boilers. This type of equip
ment must not be confused 
with steam "dummies" which 
were quite different. 
The stored Steam cars ran 

only in summer and were no 
more successful from the pro
fit standpoint than the horse 
cars. After steam operation 
for the summers of 1898 and 
1899, and perhaps for a short 
time in the beginning of the 
summer of 1900, the road was 
leased to William (De) Gar
mo of Babylon, who started 
up the old horse car service 
on July 25, 1900 and contin
ued to operate for some sum
mers thereafter. By some 
miracle Mr. De Garmo suc
ceeded in remaining nearly 
solvent and in one year re
ported a profit of exactly one 
dollar. While insignificant, it 
did reverse the annual losses 
of the previous three deca_?es. 

On October 9, 1906 the 
Babylon RR was bought by 
the Long Island Consolidated 
Electrical Companies, a hold
ing company owned 50% by 
the Long Island RR and 50% 
by t h e Interborough Rapid 
Transit Co., operator of sub
way and elevated railroads in 
New York City. It was an
nounced that the c a r line 
would be electrified, but the 
project was delayed, as was 
that of the Cross-Island Trol
ley, by the Panic of 1907. 

When mo r e no11nal eco
nomic conditions returned, 
the property was sold to the 
South Shore Traction inter
ests in 1909 who took it over 
and electrified it. The South 
Shore Traction, it may be re
called, was the grandiose 
scheme for building a trolley 
line from 59th Street and 2n<l 
A venue in Manhattan, across 
the Queensborough Bddge, 
thru Long Island City, Ja
maica, St. Albans and th e 

South Shore villages to 
Brookhaven. 

Only the line in Queens 
County was substantially 
completed, plus two short 
stretches in Suffolk County: 
the Babylon line with its ex
tension about to be described 
and a short piece of track in 
Sayville which was later tak
en over by the Suffolk Trac
tion, the latter also connected 
with the South Shore project 
in the beginning. 

In addition to electrifying 
the Babylon line, and e(tuip
ping it with some second
hand single truck trolleys, an 
extension of six miles was 
built thru Lindenhurst and 
Copiague to Amityville, 
where a short stretch of 
t.rack in the center of town 
was shared with the Hunting
ton RR (Cross-Island Trol
ley). For this extension sec
ond-hand double truck cars 
were brought in from N. Y. 
City. The writer remembers 
the carbarn, a rather crude 
corrugated iron building on 
the south side of the LIRR in 
West Babylon. At that time it 
would have been possible to 
ride by trolley from Halesite 
on Long Island Sound to the 
Fire Island Dock on Great 
South Bay, about a 24-mile 
trip, in approximately two 
hours. 

The Babylon-Amityville op
eration has been described in 
the December, 1973, Formn. 
It led a hand-to-mouth exist
ence for eleven years before 
it shut down May 15, 1920, 
outlasting the NY and North 
Shore Traction by a few 
weeks and ending almost a 
half-century of street railway 
service in Babylon. 
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11ie South Shore Traction Company 
THOSE TROLLEY CARS 

Farmingdale 1916 
If you're a merd1ant selling goods 

Don't yell yourself to death. 
No QJstomer 

Could hear y01U, air. 
You•d bett8f save your breath. 

If you're a Minister in church 
Expounding to your flock, 

To hesitate 
And c.almly wait 

Will save you quite a shock. 

If you're the Sexton at th1t bell 
0on•t try to make it sound; 

No living thing 
WIii hear It ring 

If there•, • trolley round. 

For when the trolley comff along 
Its call Is so emphatic 

II shakes tlw house, 
As cat shakes mouse, 

From cellar door to attfcl 
Paul Bailey 

ported a trolley with a car 
every 30 minutes. Today with 
a population ten times as 
great it can't support a bus 
line with fares many times as 
high as the trolley fare. Thus 
has public transportation 
changed in our life time. 

l ' ~\ \ r.f D• 

I ' --. 
'-..,_/ 

Feli:z; E. Reifsckne-ider 

AT THE turn of the centu
ry, "trolley fever" hit the 
country and Long Island was 
no • exception. Trolley lines 
were built almost everywhere 
and, unfortunately, in some 
cases from nowhere to no
where. It was· commonly be
lieved that ownership of a 
trol1ey line was a sure path 
to making millions of dollars 
and trolley bonds were con
sidered suitable investments 
for widows and orphans. 
"People will always have to 
ride" it was said. Yes, indeed, 
they surely will and have but 
no ·one foresaw that the rid
ing would take place in pri
vate autos rather than in 

One of the more ambitious 
projects of its time was the 
South Shore 'l'raction. It in
tended to build from Manhat
tan across the Bridge to Long 
Island City, thence via Wood
side, Newtown, Jamaica, St. 
Albans, Springfield, Free
port, Babylon and Patchogue 
to Brookhaven, a total dis
tance of 51 miles. Incorpor
ated on March 2, 1903, it-ran 
into difficulties from the 
start. No doubt the Panic of 
1907 reduced its chances of 
financing, but there were 
many other problems, includ
ing franchises, a battle in the 
Courts with the Public Ser
vice Commission, but one fac
tor a.lone was a disabling one. 
The New York & Long Island 
Traction built its line from 
Freeport to Springfield and 
Brooklyn, and obtained a 
franchise from Freeport to 
Babylon, this latter portion 
never being built. With trol
leys already operating along 
the South Shore in Queens 
and Nassau counties, any 
hope the South Shore Trac
tion had of building its line 
seemed doomed. 

Data for this map 

there during the summer of 
that year. It bought the 

_trolleys. 
The village of Hempstead 

at·a time when its population 
was only 4000 people sup-

... toa. 
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The year 1909 was the big 
year of achievement for the 
company. It started opera
tion from Manhattan thru 
Long Island City into Queens 
County. It built track in Say
ville and operated horse cars 

■ABYLON R.R . 
G. G. Dotlud, 8optrlnt•0d1ot, Blbyloo, K. !'. 

Babylon RR, then a horse car 
line, from the Long Island 
Consolidated Electrical Com-
panies (a subsidiary of the 
Long Island RR), electrified 
it and began to extend it to-
ward Amityville. It is not 
quite clear what part the 
South Shore had in the start 
of the Suffolk Traction in 
Patchogue, but it did turn 
over its track in Sayville to 
Suffolk Traction for storage 
battery car operation. 

The activities of the year 
1909 appear to have been 
more than the company could 
handle, for on December 30, 
1910, it went into receiver
ship. On November 21, 1912 
the route in Queens County 
was assigned to the Manha.t-

6 
6 

Cart f'\lD ••••J' day. 
I~ 1.<M>•• Au.llplll1 aboal O 6t., A to; e to. 1l l•J • m . U 10, l 1:. I SO, 
"i 3 So, 6 (», 6 22. 6 <If.. 7 00, 8 00, D l~, 10 10, :110 p.m. 

10 
10 
10 

IAan 'llabJloo aboal O IS. 7 21. 7 ~I, 8 M, lO II. 11 36 -.111., 12 36, 
~ 1 90; I "• S 6~. , ~. 6 31, 6 IO, & to, ij Sll, 1 ~. 8 ~;~ 36, 10 SI, U Mp.a. 
a,( -,Ir.I trip oo 80Qlla71; l .. n AmllJ•lll• abool 8 00 a.m.; BtllRODl 
f3' l11aolloa abo11t 116 a.m. 

Portion of a timetable, taken from a Trolley Guide of 1914. Note that times are given as "about" 
so that the publisher of Guide could not be he Id for publishing false Information. 
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!JXact route followed by trolleys 53 years ago comes from map In Library of Congress. 

tan & Queens Traction Co., 
which operated the line from 
New York to South Jamaica 
until 1937. 

The 11/z. mile line of the 
Babylon RR from the rail
road station to the Fire Is
land dock was electrified in 
1909 or eal'ly 1910 and the 
line extended almost six miles 
to Amityville, roughly paral
leling the Long Island RR 
and not far from it. See ac
companying map. To reach 
the Amityville RR station, it 
used the tracks of the Hunt
ington RR (Cross-Island trol
ley) for a short distance un
der trackage rights agree
ment. 

The operation from Baby
lon to Amityville seems never 
to have been very successful. 
Secpnd hand double truck 
cars were bought, probably 
from one of the companies in 
Manhattan, the Second Ave. 
or Third Ave. railways being 
the most likely source. A cor
rugated iron carbarn was 
built in West Babylon along
side the Long Island RR 
tracks. 

The distance from Baby
lon RR station, to Linden
hurst RR station, and again, 
from Lindenhurst station to 
Amityville station, was, in 

each case, almost three miles. 
The station at Copiague was 
not too significant, as only a 
few trains stopped there. 
Thus there were many people 
Ii ving along t h e line who 
were a long, walk from a rail
road station. To these people 
the trolley was a. great con• 
venience, with i ts 5c fare. 
(Babylon to Amityville, 
10c). 

The only schedule we have 
at hand is one for 1914. Cars 
operated on an average of 
once an hour, but were 
bwiched in the morning and 
evening rush hours obviously 
to make connections with 
Long Island RR trains, as 
this was probably the chief 
source of traffic. While the 
Cross-Island trolley was 
abandoned on September 28, 
1919, the little Babylon RR 
outlasted it for almost a year, 
as it did not cease service 
until May 15, 1920. 

The cars remained at the 
West Babylon carhouse for 

several years afterward, but 
eventually cars, tracks and •• 
wires must have been re-
moved for salvage. Thus dis
appeared at last the ftnal 
remnant of the South Shore 
Traction Co. outside of 
Queens County. 

TO THE BABYLON R. R. 
0 trolley, dear trolley 
Wl-ry did you quit on, P"Y, 
Juat when bud• ere breaking forth 
Along your right of way? 
Just when suuboak and the birch 
Their summer co1tume1 don, 
And meke the landscape fair indeed 
Twixt here and Babylon 

0 trolley, fair trolley 
We miu your midnight w•ll, 
We min the squeal of fwitteo.d wheel 
Along each rusted rail. 
We min, we do, the o.,..man aew 
Who made us say ""'' prayer1 
Each time he let the darned car go 
While he collected fares. 

0 trolley, swHt trolley, 
Alai, lik~wise alack. 
No more the thrlll, also the 1plll 
A1 you Jum~ off the track 
No mon1 tho•• B•rney Oldf!.ld 1purt1 
Aa you whlzad round the bend 
And alid va 'long the vunl1M<f IHI 
From front door to the end. 

Paul Balley 

;_ .•' . . 1'_ ~ l ,. ":' 

_ ~e Soudt~~Tta~n,_C~pany/911)' felhd?.;1;, .' ~, 
R~chncidet, wnpu):>lis!i~ in the Loni !3Jaod fomrn ~'!: 

.f m.agqme,-Oecembet 1973, pages 232-233., 
't • .. : ..... 
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THE CROSS-ISLAND LINE 

1909-1919 

Trolley car on Broadway in Amiryville on the opening day of the Cross-Island Line, Allgust 25, 1909. 

Information Provided About the Cross-Island Line: 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

Photographs of trolley cars from the Cross-Island Line, page 18 . 
Brief Timeline of the Cross-Island Line, operated by the Huntington Railroad between Huntington 
and Amityville, page 19. 
Map showing the path of the Cross-Island trolley line from the Halesite (Huntington) to 
Amityville, page 20. 
"Carnival a Big Success - Largest Crowd Amityville Ever Saw and all Hands Pleased," pages 21-23 . 
This 1909 article describes the opening day of the trolley line from Huntington to Amityville. 
"Recollections of the Trolleys," by Seth Purdy, Jr., pages 24-26 . 
"The Cross-Island Trolley," by Felix E. Reifschneider, pages 27-29 . 
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. . . . 

The Amityville Railroad S talion, 1910. Notice the trollry car on the viaduct in the upper nght. 

"Car #28, running as an Amityville local at the foot of Richmond Ave., 1910. Motorman ''Red Mike" and 
condudor H. Duryea." From 'The Cross-Island Line," f?y Vincent F. Sryfried, page 80. 

Infonnation packet compiled by the Town of Babylon, Office of Historic Services, for the 2009 History Day Essay Contest, 
"Trolley Days:.-\ history of trolleys in the Town of Babylon." Page 18 



BRIEF TIMELINE OF THE CROSS-ISLAND LINE 
OPERATED BY THE HUNTINGTON RAILROAD BETWEEN HUNTINGTON AND AMITYVILLE 

1890 Quly 19) - The Huntington Railroad company establishes a three mile long horse
drawn trolley line between Huntington Village and Halesite on the harbor. 

1898 (April) -The Long'Jsland Railroad purchases the line and electrifies it by June 17'h-

1908 - The line is extended 18.5 miles south on a right of way, that is the approximate 
location of the present Route 110. The line travels through Melville and 
Farmingdale to the dock in Amityville along the Great South Bay. 
• The line goes under the Long Island Railroad tracks at Huntington and 

Farmingdale, and is elevated over the tracks in Amityville. 
• Car barns, used for storage of the trolley cars, are maintained in both Halesite 

and Amityville. Power substations are located in the railroad stations at 
Huntington and Farmingdale 

1909 (August 25) - Service from Huntington to Amityville is commenced. The trolley line 
maintains an hourly schedule. A one way trip, from end to end, lasts 76 minutes. 
• The rolling stock, also known as railroad cars, consists of six double truck, semi

convertible cars and seven single truck cars that provide more frequent service to 
the local railroad stations. 

• The fare is 30 cents, divided into six 5-cent zones, each about three miles long. 
Zone boundaries are at (1) the tenninal in Halesite, (2) Huntington Station, (3) 
the DeForest Farm at West Hills, (4) the Duryea Farm at Melville, (5) 
Farmingdale Station, and (6) the tenninal at Amityville. 

• A spur track from Conklin Street to the Farmingdale Railroad Station is created 
so trolleys can make connections with trains from Brooklyn and New York City. 

1914- Henry Ford produces the popular Model T automobile, and more people begin 
purchasing their own automobiles. 

1917 - The United States joins World War I. Trolley riders are hit with rising costs and the 
trolleys lose customers. 

1919 (September 23) - The Cross-Island service to Amityville ends, primarily due to 
increased use of the automobile. However, the original portion from Huntington to 
Halesite is sold to the Huntington Traction Company, which continues operations. 

1927 (August 15) - The Huntington Traction Company ceases operations completely. 
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The trolley route from 
Huntington as it entered 
Ute Town of Babylon, 
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Vi1111-offarmingdale. 
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. ... (19ght) Map of the Cross-Island Line, 
from 'J'he Cross-Island Line." by 
Vincent F. Seyfried,, 1976, page 73. 
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CARNIVAL A BIG SUCCESS -
Largest Crowd Amityville Ever Saw and all Hands Pleased 

[Transcribed from the "Amityville Record," August 27, 1909.J 

It seems to be conceded that it 
was the biggest day that Amityville 
ever had. The long labors of the 
committee were displayed in the 
perfect smoothness with which the 
entire ceremony went off, from morning 
until night, and the large crowds of 
visitors who flocked to Amityville in 
numbers which exceeded those of the 
county firemen's tournament were 
satisfied with what they got for their 
pains and money. 

Wednesday broke bright and fair, 
and except that the temperature was a 
little warm, weather conditions were 
ideal for the formal celebration of 
the opening of the new cross island 
trolley road which connects, 
Amityville, Farmingdale, Huntington 
and the intervening villages, and 
makes it possible to travel with ease, 
comfort and economy from the shores of 
New England to the Atlantic Ocean. 
The plan of holding a general 
celebration, passing through all three 
villages, and harmonizing with local 
celebrations in each community, was 
found to work perfectly, and from the 
time when the automobile parade 
started at the foot of Ocean Ave. in 
Amityville at eight o'clock in the 
morning, until the last piece of 
fireworks had gone up into the air in 
any of the three villages, and tired 
eyed but happy folks wended their 
several ways homeward, there was not a 
serious flaw or setback. 

The number of cars which were 
run on short headway all day long was 
a severe strain upon the power of the 
new road. The road is not at present 
equipped to run as many as ten or 
twelve cars close together. At times 
it was necessary for the cars to slow 
up a bit. Considering the 
irregularities of the schedule, 
however, and bearing in mind that the 
road had had practically no trying 
out, it is little short of wonderful 

that the day passed off without a 
serious mishap. Great credit is due 
to the railroad men for this. They 
were on the job from sunrise almost 
until the next sunrise. F.M. 
Hartenstien, manager of 
transportation, was in charge, and his 
urbanity was imperturbable. L.S. 
Wells, in charge of the electrical 
equipment, kept an alert eye in the 
system all day, while Mr. Ludlam, who 
has charge of the electrical divisions 
of the Long Island Railroad, wore 
himself out completely in the day's 
service. 

The fun began at eight o'clock 
in the morning, when the automobile 
parade started from the foot of Ocean 
Ave. and proceeded to Main St., headed 
by Grand Marshall Fred B. Dalzell in 
the 40-horse power Buick of his 
brother, E.T. Dalzell, who made a 
midnight start from Brooklyn to be on 
the scene. The procession traversed 
Main St. to Bay View Ave. to Avon 
Place, to Broadway, to Main St., to 
Park Avenue, to Broadway, to Albany 
Ave., to Dixon Ave., to Broadway and 
past the reviewing stand, after which 
it disbanded. The ornamentation of 
the cars was extremely pretty. The 
first prize for decorations was won by 
J. Henry Ruwe, whose car was trimmed 
with a profusion of hydrangea and the 
second prize by E.E. Haff, whose 
machine was a complete bower of pink 
artificial roses. There was liberal 
applause for each car as it drew up in 
front of the grand stand for review by 
the judges, Davide Minaldi, Eugene 
Valsor, Rufus J. Ireland, J.F. 
Mincher, and C.M. Palmer. The first 
prize was a mammoth bronze statue, 
mounted on a stone base. The second 
prize was a silver loving cup. The 
decorations on Frank W. Donnelly's 
car, which was ornamented with golden 
rod and sunflowers, are deserving of 
especial mention. 
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Preceding the automobiles and 
headed by Spedick's Military Band 
marched the undaunted members of the 
Amityville E'ire Department. In line 
were about thirty members of the 
Amityville Hook and Ladder Co., who 
won the banner presented for best 
marching appearance, with their 
apparatus, ten members of the 
Dauntless Hose Co., who marched with a 
dignity and evenness which challenged 
the admiration of the assemblage and 
brought down thunders of applause. 
They did not have their apparatus 
because a majority of the members of 
the company voted at a special meeting 
on Monday night not to permit the 
company to parade. The ten marched in 
the company uniform as individuals. 
Because of the political strife which 
was generally known to have been the 
cause of the failure of the Dauntless 
Hose Co. to parade as a company the 
multitude was in entire sympathy with 
the members of the company who had 
spirit enough to parade. 

The Amityville Junior Hook and 
Ladder Co .. won a handsome banner for 
their- appearance in line and the 
Amityville Cadet Corps also won a 
similar banner. 

The cars from Huntington, 
bringing the Queens and her Maids of 
Honor, were about an hour late in 
arriving at Amityville. As fast as 
they arrived they were stored on lower 
Broadway, with the band and the 
queen's float, immediately abreast of 
the grand stand. Spedick's band played 
a few selections and Village President 
Samuel P. Hildreth introduced 
Assemblyman Alfred E. Smith of New 
York, who is summering at Amityville. 
Mr. Smith took the crowd well. He 
spoke upon "Suburban Development" and 
by describing with cleverness the 
growth of the various boroughs which 
comprise the city of New York 
indicated the possibilities which lay 
before Amityville. He cited the fact 
that the Borough of Richmond, the only 
borough with which the city of New 
York has not yet been able to 
establish adequate transportation 

connections, was Lhe only borough 
which could not raise enough by 
taxation to pay it operation expenses. 

Assemblyman Smith's brief 
address was unanimously well receive, 
and when he reminded the railroad that 
with the privileges which had been 
granted it had come great 
responsibilities to the public his 
remarks were greeted with great 
applause. 

At the conclusion of the address 
the cars were sent to Farmingdale on 
five minute headway. Owing to a 
motorman stopping his car on the curve 
in the middle of the steep grade on 
the trestle there was a long delay in 
getting away and the procession was 
just one hour behind the schedule in 
leaving Farmingdale. 

At Farmingdale an address was 
delivered by John J. Delaney, former 
corporation counsel to the city of New 
York. He spoke about fifteen minutes 
concerning the auspiciousness of the 
day's event. He is fine type of 
orator and the crowd listened closely 
to him. 

The party then ate a splendid 
luncheon in the dining room of the 
Nazareth Trade School. Father Girard 
personally supervised the function and 
no one left Farmingdale with any 
appetite. Village President Adolph 
Bausch, who has labored long and 
faithfully in behalf of the 
celebration, saw to it that the 
Farmingdale end was held up well. In 
the evening there was a vaudeville 
performance at the trade school and a 
dance in the fireman's hall, with 
plenty of fireworks on the side. 
Clarence C. Doud, James T. Hoile, G. 
P. Sullivan and John Merritt of the 
local committee were on hand and gave 
valued assistance. 

When the procession finally 
reached Huntington Village it arrived 
just in time to fall in with the local 
procession, but the time for boarding 
the steamer "Sagamore" was so short 

Infonnation packet compiled by the Town of Babylon, Office of Historic Services, for the 2009 History Day Essay Contest, 
"Trolley Days: A history of trolleys in the Town of Babylon." Page 22 



that that it was necessary to send the 
cars right down to the dock to unload 
and the visitors saw nothing of the 
local programme. 

The sail on the "Sagamoreu to 
the Chateau des Beaux Arts, escorted 
by as pretty a procession of decorated 
yachts as Huntington ever witnessed, 
was very pleasant. It was well after 
four o'clock before the diners were 
all seated and it was getting toward 
six o'clock before Toastmaster August 
Heckscher introduced Henry F. Sammis, 
the first speaker. 

Mr. Sammis spoke briefly but 
eloquently upon the topic "Urban and 
Suburban New York." Thomas M. 
Osborne, of Auburn, N.Y., member of 
the public service commission from 
this district, made an address upon 
the topic "The People and the 
Railroad.u He spoke of a change of 
sentiment toward public service 
corporations which resulted in the 
formation of the commission. 

Congressman W.W. Cocks who was 
the last speaker, talked upon 
"Possibilities of Western Suffolk." 

The menu at the Chateau was good 
and everyone appeared to be well 
satisfied with the dinner and the 
luxurious surroundings, with beautiful 
Huntington Bay, dotted by dozens of 
pretty craft in the offing. 

Andre Bustanoby, one of the 
Bustanoby Brothers who own the 
Chateau, who was personally in charge 
of the dinner, had probably the 
busiest day of his life up to date, 
but it would take more than that to 
ruffle his equanimity. He was here, 
there and everywhere, and handled the 
big function with all the taste and 
delicacy that have made him famous as 
a host. Particular mention is also 
due to Frank P. Willets of Huntington, 
who by his unending efforts to provide 
comfort for the visitors, covered 
himself with verbal laurels. 

The Amityville programme 
continued after the departure of the 
cars for the north side. The baseball 
game came off according to schedule, 
but the local enthusiasts were much 
disappointed by the defeat of the home 
team. The Waukewan Canoe Club crossed 
bats with the Patchogue A.C. and was 
defeated by a score of 6 to 3. Five 
hundred persons saw the game. 

(Results from the day's sporting 
activities were detailed.] ... The 
evening programme, which consisted 
mainly of fireworks, with music by 
Spedick's Military band, was run off 
on the depot grounds. Edgar P. Foster 
in appropriate speeches awarded the 
prizes for the morning parade. The 
fireworks presented a good display, 
and fortunately, all serious accident 
was avoided, although one woman's 
skirt was slightly burned by an 
erratic piece. 

At all times during the day the 
crowds exceeded in numbers those seen 
at any of the familiar gatherings in 
Long Island villages. 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF THE TROLLEYS 

by Seth Purdy, Jr. 

.;. , .. 
! .. t .. -·~ 

"'. 

HUNTINGTON BOUND TROLiEY PASSES 
AMITYVILLE'S TRIANGLE BUILDING. 

I 

A festive feeling permeated the air surrounding Amityville 
on August 25, 1909. 

Flags unfurled freely from their staffs, colorful red, white 
and blue bunting decorated the small shops along Broadway while 
crowds lined the sidewalks in the Triangle - each individual hoping 
to share a part of history in the making. Carriages, both the horse 
and horseless variety, ··vied with one another for a vantage parking 
place with an unobstructed ~ew of the ceremonies. 

None less than, Alfred E. Smith, a local summer resident, im
portant state political figure and later governor, was on the plat
form ready to address the assemblage on this great day. 

All was ready when the first trolley rounded the corner from 
Greene Avenue onto Broadway to pause along side the Triangle Build
ing. 

Thus, was inauguaration day for the Huntington to Amityville 
trolley line dubbed the ntransportation system of the future". 

But, the future was brief for just ten years later in 1919, 
without fanfare, all service ceased on the line in Amityville. 

There is very little tangible evidence remaining to reflect the 
grandeur of Amityville's trolley era except tor the old car barn, 
hardly recognizable now in its present condition and transplanted 
location at Clock's Boulevard and Merrick Road. 
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There are, though, recollections from the old line's passen
gers which reflect their experiences while riding the trolleys. 

Amityville served as a terminus for not only the Huntington 
line, operated as a feeder line for the Long Island Rail Road, 
but also for the South Side Traction Company's line to Babylon. 
Th"f! tJabylon trolley opera·ted from 1910 to 1920 over a route which 
passed through Copiague and Lindenhurst. 

A number of Amityville men found the trolley to be a means of 
employment. 

Benny Cirincione, George Herbert and Herbert Duryea, all 
residents of North Broadway were among those who served as motor
men. 

. 
Benny is remembered for entertaining the passengers with an 

aria from an Italian opera while collecting £he tares. 

George Herbert, who frequently guided the cars on their last 
southbound run in the evening, would make an unscheduled stop to 
pick up his bicycle before proceeding to the car barn on Sterling 
,PIJace in Amityville. Hhen the car had been secured for the night, 
he would ride his bicycle to his home on the corner of Smith Street. 

Herbert Duryea's son, a printer's devil for Amityville's old 
Long Island Sun newspaper, used the trolley weekly to deliver the 
paper to be sold at Pike's S~ore in Farmingdale. 

Th~ trolley also proved convenient for commuters, a number 
of whom worked in the Fulton Truck Assembly Plant near the location 
of the present Fairchild-Hiller Aircraft corporation in East Farming
dale. Amityville commuters, who had formerly depended upon the 
stage, found the trolley to be a great improvement in transportation 
for reaching the railroad station each day. At least one school 
teacher in the Melville School depended upon the trolley for trans
porttttion from her home in Amityville while ano"ther young lady in 
south Farmingdale rode the trolley to reach her place of employment 
in the Brodkin's Hat Factory on Amityville's Park Avenue. 

The trolley also provided a means for recreation and pleasure. 
A popular summer outing Eor Amityville families was a trip across 
the island Eor a picnic in the Halesite Park and a refreshing swim 
in the waters of the Long Island Sound. Others found the trolley 
a convenient means for traveling to the Richmond Avenue dock to 
board a ferry to the ocean beaches. Still others, in the days before 
air conditioning, rode the open summer cars to catch a cool breeze 
on a hot a9d humid summer day. 

A story is told of a most faithful commuter, a springer spaniel 
named Jack owned by Hr. and Mrs. Royal T. Carman. The Carmans fre
quently took the trolley line to the Richmond Avenue dock where they 
boarded their boat for a sail across the bay to spend a weekend at 
their Gilgo Beach cottage. Jack, the springer spaniel dog, would 
become restless before the conclusion of the weekend, make his way 
home by swimming the bay and walking across the wetlands to come 
ashore at the Coles Avenue dock, site of Bill Ketcham's fish store. 
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From there, he would walk to a Richmond Avenue trolley stop. The 
dog, well known to the motormen, would ride the trolley to the car 
barn, near the site of the present Amityville village highway depart
ment's headqua~tcrs, and proceed to his home a short distanc~ away 
on Sterling Place. On several occasions, it was said tha~ Jack made 
the same trip in the reverse direction when he had been left at home 
on one of the beach weekends. 

The trolley ljne was not without its mishaps. Some passengers, 
sixty being the maximun number, would complain of motion illness 
from the gentle swaying and rocking of the cars. One car jumped 
the rail in 1916 coming to rest on the Morris house lawn at number 
47 Broadway, Amityville after crashing through their fence. In 1918, 
Amityville residents, Mr. and Mrs. Chris Haab, recalled being aboard 
a car operated by their neighbor Mr. Baylis when there was a head-on 
crash in Melville. A misinterpretation of the time schedule resulted 
in the motorman's failure to move one car to a siding to allow an
other car, bound in the oppostie direction, to pass on the single 
track line. Although the passengers were quite badly shaken, no 
serious injuries resulted from the unfortunate accident. 

Young adult members of the community found the Babylon trolley 
to be a popular means for traveling to Hirsch's Theater Hall, a· 
popular place of entertainment in Lindenhurst. On the way, they 
often added to the pleasure of the trip by jumping up and down on 
the rear platform of the car until it left the rail. Then all would 
disembark to helP, the trolley men move the car back onto the track . 

. • Boys, who lived a long the way on Oak Street in Co pi ague, were 
known to throw a wire onto the overhead lines causing a short and 
an unexpected stop of the car; a thrill to the youngsters but an 
annoyance to the motorman and the passengers. 

The Babylon lin~, which seemed to have experienced some finan
cial difficulties from the very beginning, attempted to economize by 
hiring jbs~ one man to· perform the double duty of motorman and con
da~tor. As a result, the trip to Babylon was somewhat delaye4 as the 
trolley passed through the woods near Scudder Avenue in Copiague. 
The motorman would place the car in low speed and proceed to the rear 
platform to collect the much needed passengers' fares. 

The clang of the trolleys' bells, the hum of the electric traction 
motors and the shrieking of the brakes as the cars rounded the bends 
in th~ tracks are all silent now. But the recollections of those who 
remembered riding the rails across the island reflect a part of Amity
ville's heritage that otherwise might be lost to history. 

'~beciions of the Trolleys," by Seth Purdy,Jr., 
was published in A Bac;kwvd Glance, 

, ( ~; ljistorial Society, •~so. pages 74-76, 
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The Cross-Island Trolley 
ONLY THOSE who remember 
well the period between 1910 
and 1920 have experienced the 
Wonderful World of the Trol
ley on Long Island. Living in 
Hempstead, one could reach 
Brooklyn, 20 miles away, for 
only 20c, in about an hour-and 
a hall. From Freeport to 
Brooklyn, several miles far
ther, cost only 25c and took 
about the same amount of 
time. Mineola to Freeport, 
about 8 miles, cost a dime and 
took 37 minutes. Those days 
are gone forever! 

But we are going to talk 
about the Cross-Island trolley, 
something which had been 
dreamed about for some dec
ades, but once accomplished, 
proved to be of little value. 

For 50 years Long Islanders 
living on the South Shore bad 
been grumbling about the long 
round-about trip westward to 
Jamaica and then eastward 
again to reach points in the 
center of the Island or on the 
N o r t h Shore, Cross-island 
transportation, they said, was 
ba~yn~ 

A number of such lines were 
built, but only one can be said 
to have prospered, that from 
Flushing to Jamaica; and the 
line from Mineola to Freeport, 
which was only partly a CI"088• 
island line, also prospered. 
The -other ventures, either by 

Felix E. Reifschneider 

railroad or trolley, soon pe
tered out. 

It was in 1898 that the 
Long Island RR became con
scious of the trolley. It made 
an agreement with the Brook
lyn Rapid Transit Co. with the 
object of eliminating cut
throat competition between 
the railroad and the BRT's 
trolleys and elevated lines, and 
out on the Island proceeded 
to build its own trolley lines, 
some in collaboration with the 
Interborough Rapid Transit 
Co., although moet of these 
had been started by others 
and taken under the Rail
road's wing by purchase from 
the original owners. 

A horse car line from Hunt
ington station through the vil
lage to the Harbor at Hale
site had started operating over 
its three miles of track on July 
19, 1890. In April 1898 the 
Huntington RR was boufht 
by the Long Island RR, which 
electrified it at once, trolleys 
making their first t r i p s on 
June 17th. Single truck cars 
performed a valuable service 
in local transportation for 
some years. 

In 1907 the little Hunting
ton RR became the nucleus of 
a much more ambitious proj
ect, the long-desired and eag-

Gala trolley line opening at Amityville. 

erly await.ed cross-island line. 
Due to the Panic of that year, 
work was suspended but was 
resumed in 1909, and through 
service from Amityville ( Fire 
Island dock) to Halesite was 
commenced on August 25, 
1909. 

The new line was 18.5 miles 
long, the trip took one hour 
and 16 ntinutes, and the fare 
was 30c, divided into six 5c 
zones, each about three miles 
long. The zone boundaries 
were at Huntington station, 
the DeForest farm at West 
Hills, the Duryea Fann at 
Melville, Fanningdale station, 
the- horth village 1ine of Ami
tyville and, of course, both 
terminals. 

Three cars gave hourly ser
vice, in addition to which there 
was local service from Amity.
ville station to the Fire Island 
dock and also from Hunting
ton station to Halesite. 

The cars on the Cross-Is
land run consisted. of six small 
double truck convertibles with
drawn from the Ocean Elec
tric at Far Rockaway. They 
were only five years old at the 
time, but during the subse
quent few years, trolley tech
nology advanced rapidly and 
the cars soon became hopeless
ly obsolete. 

While the cars were slow, 
they made remarkably fast 
time, mostly because the in
tennediate territory, except 
for the terminal villages and 
Farmingdale, w a s sparsely 
populated, and the cars made 
few stops because of the scar
city of passengers. 

The line was well built. Ex
cept in village streets through 
the three villages, track was 
on a reserved strip alongside 
the highway;· just south of 
Melville, there was a short-cut 
for two miles on private right 
of way. Rail was 70 lb. and the 
overhead was cateoary, silni
lar to that used on the larg
est railroads. 
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The reason for this great 
expense was that no line-crew 
was maintained on the line, 
and it was hoped that the 
catenary would require no re
pairs or maintenance, as this 
type of construction al.most 
never experiences a broken or 
fallen trolley wire. 

Power substations were lo
cated in the railroad stations 
at Huntington and Farming
dale. At Huntington a new 
passenger station was built, 
with the substation on the 
ground floor. At Farmingdale, 
a second story addition was 
built to the existing station 
for the same purpose. 

At Huntington a new bridge 
was constructed for the Long 
Island RR, the highway and 
the trolley track passing un
derneath the railroad. There 
were short freight and passen
ger spurs from the main line 
to Huntington station, which 
were used only by the single 
truck local cars between the 
station and Halesite, and the 
freight car. There was also a 
trolley freight station some 
distance north of the passen
ger station. 

At Farmingdale-, a n e w 
bridge was built for the rail
road, with· the highway and 
trolley track at Broad Hollow 
Rd. passing underneath the 
railroad. At Amityville, south
bound cars ran a short dis
tance westward, then turned 
south on· privat.e right of way 
and crossed the Montauk di.
vision railroad overhead on a 
new st.eel viaduct. 

There was a spur track from 
Conklin St. to the Farming
dale railroad station, so that 
trolleys could make connec-
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Halesite. The car shown is one of the single truck cars always 
used between Huntington Station and Halesite, until the end 
of 1927. This view was taken in pre-Cross Island days, prob
ably 1905, as can be seen from crude overhead trolley wire. 
Note that ear and hanger are attached directly to the cross 
arm. In Cross Island days this had. been changed to catenary 
overhead. 

tions with t h e trains from 
New York and Brooklyn. At 
Huntington, passengers had to 
descend a stairway at the west 
end of the platform t,o reach 
the trolleys. A wooden sign in 
the form of an arch was built 
over the top of this stairway 
with the legend "To the Cross
Island Trolley" and this arch 
remained in place many years 
after the trolley w a s aban
doned, as a reminder of hap
pier days. 

Riding at fust was quite 
good, although never very 
heavy, particularly in sum
mer, when folks living in in
land areas would ride to the 
Great South Bay. or Hunting
t.on Harbor, for swimming, 
boating or fishing. But in 1914 
Henry Ford came out with his 
Model T, and a few years la-

ter World War I hit, with ris
ing cost.a and reduced patron
age. Fares were raised, prob
ably to 6c per zone. .~ 

A glance at what was prob
ably one of the last timetables, 
dated October 1918, less than 
a ye a r before abandonment, 
tells its own story. Through 
service over the entire line had 
been abandoned, cars running 
from Amityville dock only to 
Huntington station, where 
p~ngers for the village were 
obliged to transfer to local 
cars t.o complete the trip. 

The regular hourly service 
intended to serve cross-island 
passengers had been dropped. 
and cars ran at irregular in
tervals. Between 9 a.m. and 3 
p.m., •there was a car only 
about every two hours. There 
was only on e through trip 
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from Amityville after 6 p.m. 
(a trip at about 9:30 p.m.) 
and only one through trip 
from Huntington station after 
7 p.m. (about 11 p.m.) and 
this did not run all -the way t.o 
the center of Amityville. From 
this it is safe to conclude that 
cross-island traffic had virtual
ly disappeared. 

The reason for the irregu
lar interval between cars· was 
that the schedule was ar
ranged to provide conneotions 
with the trains at Farmingdale 
and Amityville, and extra trips 
were made between Amityville 
station and the dock, and some 
between Amityville and Far
mingdale. It is safe t.o con
clude that most of the riding 
was by commuters, to and 
from the LIRR trains. Riding 
c_onti.nued t.o be heavy between 
fiuntingt.on station an d the 
village, but this was carried 
on the local cars between those 
poi.nt.s, not on the Cross-island 
cars. 

Faced with rising costs, the 
Railroad applied for a 7c fare, 
but the villages refused t.o 
agree, with typical short-sight
edness. Deciding to take the 
bull by the horns, the Rail
road, after making the last 
scheduled trips on September 
23, 1919, det.oured th e six 
double truck cars to it.s own 
tracks at Amityville and 
hauled them away t.o be re
tumed to the Ocean Electric 
at Far Rockaway. This effec
tively ended the Cross-island 
trolley. 

It is easy to second-guess 
the situation at this lat.a date. 
Perhaps a fare increase could 
have been obtained in time. 
Service could have been made 
more attractive and more eco
nomical with modern one-man 
cal'S. The men assigned by the 
LIRR to operate its trolley 
lines were not noted for their 
skill or ingenuity. But perhaps 
abandonment could have been 
postponed for but a few more 
years, and with the disappear
ance of the cross-island traffic, 
the principal function of the 
line had vanished. 

The next year the tracks 
were tom up and the wires 
taken down, starting at the 
Amityville end and working 

northward. The writer remem
bers riding his bicycle to 
Farmingdale and watching the 
demolition crew slowly doing 
its work between Farmingdale 
and Huntington. In the mean
while, desperate efforts were 
being made to save the line 
from Melville north. A new 
company was formed, the 
Huntington Traction Co., with 
William A. Dempsey of Brook
lyn as President. 

The demolition crew of the 
Long Island RR was busy 
tearing up track northward at 
the same time that the new 
company was trying to buy 
the remaining track from the 
Railroad. Demolition had got
ten as far as Siding 7, about 
two miles south of Huntington 
station, when the deal was 
made. Thus the original goal 
of operating as far as Melville 
was lost before the new com
pany got started. 

The Traction Co. operated 
the line from Huntington sta~ 
tion to Halesite on a frequent 
schedule as before, with the 
President's brother, Edward 
T. Dempsey as Manager at 
Huntington. It is not known 
whether there was an inter
ruption in this service during 
the transition period. One car 
was operated from the station 
south about two miles t.o Sid
ing 7, but so few passengers 

TROLLEY SCHEDULE ADS 

Mr. Reifschneider has a 1918 
Cross Island Trolley Schedule 
which carried advedlsem·en<ts 
around Its border. The advertisers 
probably ptl,id for the printing ot 
the timetable. The six ads read: 

Louis Cohn, Ladies and Gent's 
TaHor, Broadway, Amityville. 

W. Powell, Day and Night Taxi
cab Service, Broadway, Amityville. 

F. B. Powell & Son, Hardware 
and Paints, On Broadway, 30 Sec
onds from Trolley, Amityville. 

The Bank ot Farmingdale, The 
Brick bank on the Trolley corner. 

Frank W. Smith, Dry Goods, 
Amityville. 

Best Soda l.n Town at Heck's 
Drug Store, HunUngton Station, 
L. I. 

were carried at the southern 
• end of the line that service 
was soon cut back to the Jeri
cho Turnpike, South Hunting
ton. This car carried only 
about 100 passengers a day at 
a 10c fare. The $10 daily reve
nue being insufficient to pay 
expenses, the car was with
drawn about 1924. 

The same seven single truck 
cars that .started the service 
in 1898 were continued in op
eration. No att,empt was made 
to modernize. It is not surpris
ing that all service ceased on 
August 15, 1927. 
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ANNUAL HISTORY DAY ESSAY CONTEST 2010 

''TROLLEY DAYS: 
A History of Trolleys in the Town of Babylon" 

RESEARCH PACKET 
- photographs, newspaper and magazine articles, book excerpts 

and general information about the history of trolley lines that 
operated in the Town of Babylon. 
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ADDITIONAL SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

BOOKS (available at many local librnrics) 
❖ Amityville, written by the Amityville Historical Society, published by Arcadia Publishing, 2006. 
❖ Babylon I3y the Sea, written by Anne Frances Pulling, published by Arcadia Publishing, 1999. 
❖ The Cross-rsland Line: the story of the Huntington Railroad, written by Vincent F. Seyfried, 1976. 
❖ Lost Trolleys of Ouecns and Long Island, written by Stephen L. Meyers, published by Arcadia 

Publishing, 2006. 

HISTORICAL SOCIETIES 
❖ Amityville Historical Society: 598-1486 
❖ Friends of the Deer Park Archives: Contact the Office of 1.-fisforic Services for more information. 
❖ Lindenhurst Historical Society: 226-1254 
❖ Village of Babylon Historical & Pres. Society: 669-1756 

LOCAL LIBRARIES 
❖ Amityville Public Library: 264-0567 
❖ Babylon Public Library: 669-1624 
❖ Copiague Memorial PubJic Library: 691-1 l 11 
❖ Deer Park Public Library: 586-3000 
❖ Lindenhurst Memorial Public Ubrary: 957-7755 
❖ North Babylon Public Library: 669-4020 
❖ West Babylon Public Library: 669-5445 
❖ Wyandanch Public Library: 643-4848 
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BABYLON RAILROAD COMPANY 

1871-1920 

A horse-drawn trolley car ef the Bal?Jlon R.ailroad Compa,ry, cirta 18 80s. 

Information Provided About the Babylon Railroad: 

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Photographs of Babylon Railroad Company trolley cars, page 4 . 
Brief Tirncline of the Babylon Railroad, page 5 
Map showing the path of the horse-drawn Babylon Railroad trolley line from the Babylon Railroad 
Station to the Babylon docks, which operated from 1871-1920, page 6. 
Map showing the path of the Babylon Railroad trolley line from Amityville to Babylon, 1910-1920, 
page 7. 
"Trolley Day Was a Big Success," pages 8-10. This 1910 article describes the opening day of the 
trolley line from Babylon Village to Amityville. 
"Recollect When Trolley Ran From Babylon To Amityville?," by Tom Collins, page 11. 
"Streetcar Story Retold," by James E. Tooker, page 12 . 
"The Babylon Railroad," by Felix E. Reifschneider, pages 13-14 . 
"The South Shore Traction Company," by Felix E. Reifschneider, pages 15-16 . 
"Recollections of the Trolleys," by Seth Purdy, Jr., pages 24-26, has some information about the 
trolleys that ran between Amityville and Babylon. 
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A tro/lry car q/the Baf?y/on Bai/road Compa,ry en routefrom Ba~y/on Vii/age to Amityville. 
Sherman House, which stood on Main Street in Bai?Jlon 1/11/age, can be seen in the background. 

A trolley car approaches the do,-ks at Babylon Village, transportingpassengers to the waitingferry boats. 
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BRIEF TIMELINE OF THE BABYLON RAILROAD COMPANY 

1871 (Spring) - David S.S. Sammis, a prominent Babylon Village resident, builds a horse
drawn trolley line to transport passengers from the Long 1 sland Railroad Station in 
Babylon Village to his ferries at the Babylon Dock. The ferries transport guests to 
Sammis' Surf Hotel located on Fire Island. The trolley line was 1.53 miles from the 
south si<le of the railroad depot to the docks, and consisted of two trolley cars and 
two horses. 

1890 - The rolling stock, also known as railroad cars, of Babylon Railroad increases to 

three closed trolley cars and one open car. The fare is 6 cents. 

1898 an<l 1899 - J\ New York City firm purchases the line and installs motors which 
operate under steam power. J\ steam boiler, located in the yard north of the Odd 
Fellows Hall in Babylon, generates the steam. 

1900 Quly 25th
) - William De Garmo leases the trolley company and restarts the old horse

drawn service. For the first time, the company shows a profit - only $1.00. 

1906 (October 9) -The line is purchased by Long Island Consolidated Electrical Company 
with intentions to electrify the operation but the financial Panic of 1907 causes a 
delay in plans. 

1909 - The operations of the Babylon Railroad arc sold to the South Shore Traction 
Company, but the name "Babylon Railroad" continues to be used. 
• The line is electrified and construction begins on a six-mile extension from 

Babylon Village going west through West Babylon, Lindenhurst and Copiaguc to 
Amityville. 

1910 O une 11th
) - The new trolley line is officially opens with five small trolley cars, each 

with a capacity of 28 passengers. 
• A corrugated metal car barn is built on the south side of the railroad tracks in 

West Babylon, at BehnontJunction, which was located near the intersection of 
Great East Neck Road and Trolley Line Road. 

• The fare is 5 cents for the stops at West Babylon, Lindenhurst and'Copiague, and 
10 cents for die full trip from Amityville to Babylon. The full trip takes 
approximately 35 minutes. 

• The trolley cars operate at an average of once per hour. 

1920 (May 25) - Operations of the Babylon Railroad cease. 
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A portion or a hand-drawn map 
. entJtled."Ba'tiyton as Jt.was. In 
18:'Z0," compiled and created by 
The Nelson Studio, St. James, 

., N.Y-., 1~64 . 

. ~ls:tnap shows. pla~es and 
proper,(,: !)wners. Observe the 
'paffi:ofthe·horserdrawn-(rolley 

, Jlne which ran rrom the Babylon 
Railroad 'station to the Babylon 
• 

0

Dbcks-, beginning In 1871. 

w 

~ 

..-~~~.J Trolley lines leaving the 
railroad station and '1e_adlng 
south on Deer Park Avenue 
fo Fire Islan~ Aven~; 

J. f.l<>lnnt 
• (l 

M~.r, F!..,..,t• lo 
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Map's·C?f the Trolley µne-"ope~1J4. by. the South 
S4~ie Trac,if<in ¢o'µlp~ay, ~l/o k!J.,<i'w,!l as the 

Bilbyloa Railroad Co., between the. Villages of 
. Ami~e and Babylon from 1910 to 1920. 

The ,h~nd:~dr~wn map, above, was c9pied from the 
article "The South Shore Traction Company," by Felix 
E. Reifschne~er, Long Island Forum, December 1973, • 
pg. 232-233: (A copy· of Mr. Reifschneider's article- is. 
endosed with this informatioQ packet.) 

The t;nal? to the right is the approximate trolley roµte~ 
-~picfr'~~f been dra~ over a modem:.:.day s~e·et map·i 
("Suffolk __ County Atlas," by the Hagstrom Map· Co., 
inc., 199&~:_p,J;( 22+23.)' • . •. 
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. • :: .: : -Damp w~athe·r .did ·riot'iiiar' the· festive occasion~ The running of the ·electric cars loudly and 
• enthusiasti'ealli g{eefed._:_B~b..Y..16ii.'. Villa'ge and T ow.n warmly· congratulated upon the forward step- . 

Cars now r~n~ing a~d weil .p~t~~nize~~ How th~ great day was_ observed. 
,, : ' ~ .. • I •1 I • • 

'. ,_.•.'·no .I:9Pt.JL;A.R P~CERS_.~F 1;'HE SOUTH SHQRE TRAOilON COMPANY 

! ~;~:£>\,-o''t, • •; :: !;lir\"f..i,>:;\";i: • • ~ • • .• ' - • - .; 

i 
j 
< 
' 

I. 
j 

\ 

Information packet compiled by the Town of Babylon, Office of Historic Services, for the 2010 History Day Essay Contest, 
''Trolley Days: A History of Trolleys in the Town of Babylon." Page 8 



Information packet compiled by the Town of Babylon, Office of Historic Services, for the 2010 History Day Essay Contest, 
"Trolley Days: A History of Trolleys in the Town of Babylon." Page 9 



,--------------------------------------------- ---- --

ri\:-~~?o ~{ei-::r ... +~----... ~~· '\ ~-~\ t'' ~ 
/Tt,'o;•-''Sotjt~·~ ~he!}', . .:,~ • ,,,: 

... qJi.\!Stfibii'' wdr-11;. 
• ·t;. :r. . t,g,~creta1s,,:·'-i to .. J;>rnsl-

eoi'n>t:1.t~'re pt· ~e.~oug lal:ioa.,.ttullrontl 
Od,mpari-y/ iial<l '116~'.knew WM,t<.,_f'Ate1•i, 
w~e ·prtJe'1:1nt ho•wonld tpcpreKII bis' ki,en 
,s<.1,tJafaot~oo,of tha't1u0Ce/l8 .oi tbe ti-qlloy 

... uo<n,rtQltlng_. H'e: n,101,n-,lrn<l tb1,t it talu,e 
mqrrny f.o build a 1·a1ll'O(id, iLud thlit 
wullo'lt timlt,tbe Lo0g li!lJacl Comoun.\' 

I five ye1ns to Od>Ul plt!tll the Cl'O!t~-iAl and 

ant)OQ!l,C~~< it ;.A<;b•:!1,f! • ,t•·l~TI_d:, !'ll- . ~Qt; 
r~n• l10~weeo.'8A.l>ylo~~o.!li upd':v\,lt'~.tt?t1~ 
11oint8 OD Oak ,l'Blil.Uil •. lll tlsl3( lei;ue: t,o· 
t,ake ell'cct ~bis 8t1hu-/lf\y. Tlae cou'i oiiuy:''.· 
11rorul11es 1.\ fi'rst clsl!!H ~ervice ·w,Ua•lt&. 
prnctlc:~ll.Y oe\v bont., th<.• Oat< lahu•::; 
uncl will wal<e 0001H•<·,tlon at B11bvl , , 

.. , .-dock wit,h the cu.rs of ttrn Bahylon Rnllp 
~\(:-~ )f. ro::Hl, t•·o.llowiog oot Hi! polioy or 1,:t viug 
:."tJi~·~· ·--! u,e vnblin cbm•v l'a1·t>,1 ;,. hna ao.lople:!d ,., 
__ ;.,;; .. .; ... • iecbc,1nlo of rat<•11 tUnt will. muat the 
• ,:.\\ • :don11\mh1 oC tbH 1.1.1or.t t:rit,ic(LI nod an1ry -route uetwe~n,, Buutlngtoo nud Arn lty• 

, ville it oc:cupleil btlt tlll'AA Y•~lln•to fiuh1h 
; np the Amityvi)lo-Uabylon llot1, Iu 
• conclusino be said the Soutll Shore 
'. Trnction C.<H.U 1,Jai,ft" l!••fl ctoue ns well t\9· 

pol:htitoook. ltead , tK :;id vert\eewent in 
' ,",_ · tbill lll8U8, 

.· i u.ny company coul~Vl1ave done. 
'.>;'.'-' , Mon, laud h.,t,...ecn 'Fttrmlngc1ale aml f 
. ;:?,;,..-: .. : Au,ltyvll!u ie under ngric:ulturtLI cult!- ,L,: '. • 

, , '; vattoo th1H 1>1,rang tban for nrnny, muoy , •• ; Mt:, Han1<er cloeeN:the 1.1pOt!Cbtr1nldnl( 
• -· i here. Preelitent Juwet1 'l'. Wood an<l 

Engineer \JVe14v01· WflrA on tlJt1 pro-· 
grnmmo fdr spcechei', but their. moclo.,t,y 
fo1·bade tbAll" u,killl( up tbe time i D 
1·nnklnR' an 11ddro1ni. 

'.flle Seaboard Conat.ruotlou Company 
c.le!Corvi,a meo tion of 1 ts wnrk in com- , 
pleting t.he loco.I line. After botng 
awarued tba coo tract, It began tba 
actual work of c,,r,strnction lrl u. hllz
"·"rd on .Tll.nmuy 17tb la8t. By Mr.rob 
8th lt laid the strAt"'ll ot track from 
Ainityvlllo to t.be B1>bylon vlllnge lino 

,· .. : One or its rnotot rapid pieces of work . , 
,,.·as its complotlog tbe overbe1\cl cou-
.. trnotloo f1·ow th<,i B,,oylon vrtlage line 

·, t.o tba vlllng:e prover, u. c\lst•~nce or l¼ 
1niloe, In three day~. Thie c:owpany 

1 .)so bnilt tbe cro11a-isl11.od line bl•twoeu 
Huotlngt.on an<l Amityville, aorl n1,.de 
u. rocord In completing the strotcb ba
tweeo .Molvllle .. nd Amityvillu, ·u. die, 
tl"noe of 9 mi.lee, in 45 worltiog c.ll>yP. 

• yt•ar:~, 1\nd th"' rn.u1>:10 ot tho r"'turo to I • 
1 

.. oil ~,ultlvution is the trolloy, Pru.ottcal 
boo1;titil b!\Vl:I l)aPn llCCOl'Cled. by tbo 

1 swift vebicla wbic:b lll)ioa 1•.1 mg on B 
·1 coppor tbroarl, hut, bere, we ;l,luk, ,;on

thu1:1ut bna b1:1ti11 a yre"t, factor. 'l'be 
tct·ntory ba!:I baen 1uad1:1 cbcorft1l and j _.,. 

. hoperul by tho r-reqrumt paf!eln,.c ot the • 
bu1>y ug<1nt of 1odm1t1·y. \~::<' 

Tile trolley c11r hl•!lg!veu life uud bona l 
-..;':: .to n. long dormu.nt torTitory. \l'rom 
·~ :t· .. s1orlltty it has bccomG rertilA, .Fl·om 

.. im c,xpeusive hu·ro1:1u It ha!:!· become o. j 
, .. : • p1·odnclng factor. ; ,. 
• . ., • Spuod tho ngenciot1 tllnt do thlngal 1 • • •Welcome tbo helpful, bopeCul, cheerful, 

1 

.. 
·lnodernizing or a.1·icb land, too long, too ., 

. lou~ ont of touch with tho march of :~: • . : 
vrogre1111l Long Islo.od bll.R been dla• n ,. 
covered, and it11 erstwhile unwilling 1 · · 

· deolzeus are ma.de roluct.ant fl_gute~ t,u -: 
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'., us : nrena,'-J!,,.mltyvllle .Record. .~ 
1 •• '\ --·- -·-----------. 
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TH~ OLD' LINI;. '.This i_s·-o,n~ ?.f t_he. old __ Babylon Railro_ad Co. _trolleys th<1-t• used ,to. clang 
thetr slow. way .from :Babyl_o·n :to Airl.ityv.ille .40'.an9 5.0.-years ag't• and one of the.:men 
who. used :_t,~ h_'!IP ru~ 't,~_em;·:HJni-·y:f.WHlm?nt' ~t V(es't-' Babylon. 1, 1 

•• . ' •• • ••-i'! "1:' .,,••.~•°'•:·"'!'ft:~ j ,••,.-~,-,~..,.IA •rot,, ,f,• :':•~►._ •~•• ,.1__,., , -~.-• .~;....,:, ":''' .. ,, _ ;: 

Reco·J/e·ct ·:.··W/ieri~ .TrQ:I l.e}' Rqn 
From :_J$.al:ij/lon to Amii-Y.:vil/e? 

• Br Tom Collins ... '. • •• . ' _ The Babylon-Ariiit~,-rnc line was o~vned • by the 

13• b. l ~rJ "T • 11· T • 11 ,, I Babylon Railr.oad Co., 110w .<,l~funct. • _ 
a ~ _<?n- .. 1~-- oonervj ~- ro .<:-.Y ·:·· t Y1~ · • Another fonne-r~moto'rm:fo,-'-('.apt.--Harold Small-· 

"uund, its ,sl~\Y:: way f~om Babylop}o A.mm•;·:; i>t~·or.;-~-0, Robert,-St., __ Babylori_,'-~vho has i.9~t r~_tfred 
,·ilk-, •i11 the days ,when the trolley.- was· con--.:--:· fro"rn • ~lie ·Babylon· V1ll.12e -Police Departmert, ·re~ 
mk_r~d · ult~a:m_odern,-· is still' fondly ren:iem.t rnc1nl;,ers-·the· time ,,,hen ·the. trolle)i jun1pe<;I )he 
b l b J ld h • ·tradt:~t Main Street :ind -Deer· Park '.Avenue,- and • 

c~ec :.. . Y t l¢·:o.. time~s w o ,vere ai:110ng _its ·smashed into a !arge cast-iron °<ltinld.ng Jountain 
customers. • •• • • ·:: .: . . • . for .-h·orses. "It pusted up.-the- fountain pr<:tty -bad,'' 

It clanged out: the distaflCC in about 3 5 minutes he recalls. • • • , • • 
on the days when-)t;didn't jump the ·track. "\Vhen Within· a few years after \Vorld \Var .I, the 
it di~,. w~,i.u_st.~~P,.G:).J) i.~a9j_(lg_t\\~-~J1P,~~ uptil)h~Y.;:,:, _tr:?!l_e.>'_}n~_~e a fo_,al nm ·one day: and then iu"'!ped ·: 
got 1t go1!1g a_ga1r/' :recalls Paul Bml~y, tne S1:1frolk_ • •tlie track's 1hto· li1story~,lts'five· e,ars· h~g l~ng s1m:~,. 
Countv h1stonan;-~ho was a veteran,nder of the old -been .reduced to one, rmd.-that not:m very good 
line. "\ Ve used Jq '.-call it the Toonerville· Trol_ley.'~ '. sl1'ape; and· tll'e-ei_glit miles of-· track had deteriorated 

"That's right,;, says 66-year-ols:) Henry _Ellis \Vil!- . badly. ·But: the- nie.ntion of. -it can. still make the 
mont of 103 Ar~old Ave•:, \1/est Babylon, a forme,:, oldtime_rr~ostalgic .. "'I11~~1{!l> ·~vere k_ind of peaceful 
111otorm:i'n on the .trolley .. "lt used to jump .off.quite-. and quiet m those .days, \-V1llmont s.iys. 
a bit and we'd .have to run it back qn."· .. ,.. · r · ) ....... 

The· June day,' in 1910 when··the first n.i11\was:. 
made was-like' the· trolley' line itself after' a· f~\Y .. i 

, ,·cars-a: disappointment. to all.·.~ • gala. day.:··,vaS: ·1 
planned .in which a brass !;>and fro111 Lindel'ihu_rst was 
to play in the village park., . ."._ • . . 

Railroad officials . and other. dignitariqs WCI.C: -~ 
scheduled to·• take an excursion trip· and high school. 
children· were set tq sing "My Country 'Tis of Thee''· 
under the trees 'in"'the· p~rk. B11t a storm ~md- up;.,. 
and. the rain drenched the dignitaries- and .. the.Jive.-'. 
sp.inkirig new trolleys-,'lin~d'· up_. 'lQr • tl)e • first: trip. to;;'. 
Amih•ville. It was 'an omeri." of things to come'. . • :• 

The trolleys· w¢re ·small ·cars ,vith a capaciiy•,of-, 
/ :ibout 23 riders.- ''When: there was too -m.ucl~\of a;; 

lo:id in the back; th_c fr~nt w~ul<;i • tip }:P•-'"~e- 'i 
p;issenge.rs had to·. be .evenly d1str:1buted,. -recall.s ; 
another old timer,. Shepard_ Far.ring~on • of 4_9_ D.und,cc:._ •i 
A,•e., Babylon. • . . ._ .......... , 

The troHey ran • from the· Ste2mboat Do~k ·up.-: 
Fire Island· Avenue ir:ito Deer Park: Avenue,· and: 
m~de a left turn into -Trolley Line Road, named· for• 
the trolley. Then it r;m para]]eJ. to the Long.-.I~land .. 
Rail Roaa tracks through_ West ,~~bylon, ·_cop1a,uc _
and Linoenburst,· ending up at Broadway m Amity• , 
Yille, where ·passengers 'could catch a· nort~-sq.utb • 
trollC)" that ran at· the ~ime. across to .lJ.untington. 
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The Babylon Railroad 
FPJix E. Rc,>ifschn{':idc·1· 

road ope~~d. Mt:~ N~rto~· ,~as 
the father of Mrs. Emelvn 
Nm·ton Hasbrouck who still 
resides on Fire lsland Ave, 
nue, anct of the late Dudley 
F. Norton. 

MR. DAVIDS. S. Summis u 
prominent citi;,;en of Baby
lon, had opened his Surf Ho
tel on Fire [sland in 18G6. It 
,~as extended from time to 
time until it lrnrl hecome a 
ln.rgc enteqnise. lt wa-; not 
until the Spi-ing of 1871 that 
Mr. Sammis deciclecl he 
should provide better trnns- At first the road seems to 
t>Odation for his guests and have been very prosperous 
their baggage from the rail- and may have operated all 
marl station in Babylon to year round or ne-..idy so. How
the ·<lock, where his own boat.'> eyer, cxpen~es soon ro:{e and 
fe11:ied them to Fire Island. sizable deficits were 1·eported 

There we1·e Ui3 miles of year after year. Those horse 
40 lb. iron rail from the cai·s provided faster and 
South Side RR de.pot east a mo~·e comfortable tra.nspor
sh?rt distance alongside the ta.tion, and at much lowe1· 
rmlroad, then south on the cost thnn the horse dra,n1 
east side of Deer Park Ave- rigs and wagons used previ
~ue (if Beer's map of 1873 o_usly. One possible explana.-
1s ~o be trusted), crossing tion _for the relatively small 
Mam Sb·eet and continuing earnings may have been that 
south on Fire Island Avenue. Mr. Sammis provided free 
After passing Prospect Street transportation on his cars for 
the track shifted gradually to guests and employees of the 
the west side of the 1·oad. At hotel. Aftei· the summer of 
the south end of the village 1875 or 1876 operation seems 
there was a sharp jog to the .to· have been confined to n. 
east, for :i0me distance, with !ew months in summer. Dur
track on the south side of the mg some years the cars ran 
ron.d; then south again on the for less than three months 
Neck with track on the east ~hi1e at least during one year 
side to the steamship dock it was reported that the ca.rs 
where boats could be boarded ran for eight months. 
for Fire J.glancl. There were The Reports of the Com-
two horses and two cars, with pany show that the invest-
road and equipment costing ment in the property had con-
a bit mo1·e than $6000. tinually increased year after 

0 
year. We do not know what 

1·iginally Robert 0. Colt these additional investments 
was P1·esident, and John R ~ere but they may have con-
Reid, Treasurer, E. P. Wheel: s1sted of repairs to the track 
er,· Secretary. David S. S. (which should have been 
~ammis was listed as Super-
mtendent but seems to have charged to expense but often 
?Wlled most of the st:ock. Var- weren't in those days) and 
ious members of the Sammis Mr. Sammis, perhaps aicled 
family were always promin- l>y other officers, mav have 
~nt in the affairs of the road !}lane goocl the yearly ope1·at-
m horse car days. In 1889 mg deficits out of his o·wn 
Edward F. Sammis was Su- pocket as n loan to the com-
perintendent while David J)lllll', a sort of subsidy to the 

On Orlohel' 18, 1873 the 
new depot of the Ce:ntrl\l RR 
of Long Island wa.<; opeuecl 
and pronli~ecl lo be it boon to 
the horse car ln1ffic. Mr. Sev
friccl, Loug- Island RR histo'r
ian, I.ells us that lhe ctepot 
occupied the !".it c where 
houses no:-1. 168 and J 61l Fire 
Island A venue now stand. The 
\ValMn House, a large sum
mer 1·cso11; hotel, was on the 
cast side of the street facing 
lhe clepot. Now passengers 
l>rou~ht lo Babvlon on Cen
ti-al RR t1·ains could ride the 
horse cars northbound to the 
village or southbound to the 
F'ire Island dock. In June 
187'1 a track connection was 
made between the railrnad 
and the car line so that the 
latteJ.· could bring its baggage 
car nlongside the milroad's 
.baggage co.r, providing quick 
nn<l cnsy transfer of baggage 
between railroad and cat· line. 

Alns ! this excellent ar
rangement was not to la.c;t 
for long, for on November 1, 

. 187-1 the Central RR train.c; 
began to operate into the 
South Side rle11ot a.nd regular 
operation into the Fire Island 
Avenue depot ,,..as discontin
uecl. Some trains mav have 
used it in the summer of 
1875 for the benefit of the 
Watson House and Fire Is
lan<l traffic, but thereafter 
the track was allowed to grow 
up in weects until eventually 
torn up. Whether the concen
tration of traffic at the South 
Sicie depot helped 01· hurt the 
horse curs, we /do not know, 
hut it was soon thereafter 
that the Jleriocl of operation 
was sharply curtailed. We 
learn iu 1890 that the fare 
was 6c and that there ·were 
three box (closed) cars and 
one open ca.r. 

S. S. Sammis had l>ecome railroad from the operations 
President. Mr. J. M. Sammis of lhe hotel on Fire Island r-----------.-...,, ___ __, 
was connected in an official since the railroad was a nee~ ''The Ba~ylo~ Railro~" bf Felix E. 
capacity at one time and essary adjunct to the hotel. Re.ifs~nei4crc, wu.pu~cd ll'! the 
Washington F. N 01-ton seems Lona bland forugr~itte, '-~ . ~ 
to have succeeded Mr. Colt as August19I~ ~l#-i-46.:"' 

Ioforo President some time a:fter the Babylon Offi f Hi • s · . ,. ,- • • •. • _.~';.'.. ~. • !~ .. - ... ~ , .. . , ce o stone ervtces ,·,ctr-~-z:onrrmmnv-:r:m~'l'lr'IT~~..,;....::::J 
''Trolley Days: A History of Trolleys in the Town of Babylon." ' Page 
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According to an earlier ar
ticle in the Fornm, Mr. Sam
mis observed his 75th birth
day on May 8, 1.893 and sold 
his Fire Island property to 
the State. The Hotel wasn't 
opened that summer, which 
aroused the ire of President 
Austin Corbin of the Long 
Island RR, who tried and may 

have succeeded to deny ac
cess to the raih'oad station 
grounds to the horse cars. 

At any rate, a new era be
gan in 1898 when the road 
seems to have passed out of 
the hands of Babylon men, 
when New York people took 
over. The only Babylon men 
still connected ·with the en
te11n·ise were Washington F. 
Norton and William G. Ni
choll, who became a surro
gate of Suffolk County. The 
new owners issued $33,000 
worth of bonds to replace the 
old Jight iron rails with heav
ier steel rails, rehui-ld the en
tire roadbed and purchase 
two stored steam cars or lo
comotives, known then as 
"kinetic motors" altho more 
familiarly as "fireless cook
ers". In the absence of a pho
tograph we do not know 
whether these engines pulled 
the hol'Se earn as trailers or 
had accommodations for pas
sen~ers .?n the same ve~!cle, 

such as the cars on some line; 
in South Brooklyn at that 
time, altho the Brooklyn 
"steam motors" had coal fired 
boilers. This type of equip
ment must not be confused 
with steam "dummies" which 
were quite clitf erent. 
The stored Steam cars ran 

only in summer and were no 
more successful from the pro
fit standpoint than the horse 
cars. After steam operation 
for the sununers of 1898 and 
1899, and perhaps for a short 
time in the beginning of the 
summer of 1900, the road was 
leased to William (De) Gar
mo of Babylon, who started 
up the old horse car service 
on July 25, 1900 and contin
ued to operate for some sum
mers thereafter. By some 
miracle Mr. De Garmo suc
ceeded in remaining nearly 
solvent and in one year re
ported a profit of exactly one 
dollar. While insignificant, it 
did reverse the annual losses 
of the previous three deca~es. 

On October 9, 1906 the 
Babylon RR was bought by 
the Long Island Consolidated 
Electrical Companies, a hold
ing company owned 50% by 
the Long Island RR and 50% 
by th e Interborough Rapid 
Transit Co., operator of sub
way and elevated railroads in 
New York City. It \V-as an
nounced that the c a r line 
would be electrified, but the 
project w'as delayed, as was 
that of the Cross-Island Trol
ley, by the Panic of 1907. 

When m o r e normal eco
nomic conditions returned, 
the property was sold to the 
South Shote Traction inter
ests in 1909 who took it over 
and electrified it. The South 
Shore Traction, it may be re
called, was the grandiose 
scheme for lrnil<ling a trolley 
line from 59th Street and 2nd 
Avenue in Manhattan, across 
the Queensborough Bridge, 
th.n1 Long Island City, Ja
maica, St. Albans and th e 

South Shore villages to 
Brookhaven. 

Only t h e line in Queens 
County w a s su·bstantially 
completed, plus two short 
stretches in Suffolk County: 
the Babylon line with its ex
tension about to be described 
and a short piece of track in 
Sayville which was later tak
en over by the Suffolk Trac
tion, the latter also connected 
·with the South Shore project 
in the beginning. 

In addition to electiifying 
the Babylon line, and equip
ping it with some second
hand single truck trolleys, an 
extension of six miles w as 
built thru Lindenhurst and 
Copiague to Amityville, 
where a short stl:etch of 
txack in the center of town 
was shared with the Hunting
ton RR (Cross-Island Trol
ley). For this extension sec
ond-hand double truck cars 
,vere brought in from N. Y. 
City. The writer remembers 
the carbarn, a rather cntde 
corrugated iron building on 
the south side of the LIRR in 
West Babylon. At that time it 
would have been pos.•lible to 
ride by trolley from Halesite 
on Long Island Sound to the 
Fire Island Dock on Great 
South Bay, about a 24-mile 
trip, in approximately two 
hours. 

The Babylon-Amityville op
eration has been described in 
the December, 1973, Forum. 
It led a hand-to-mouth exist
ence for eleven years before 
it shut down May 15, 1920, 
outlasting the NY and North 
Shore Traction by a few 
weeks and ending almost a 
half-century of street railway 
service in Babylon. 
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The South Shore 1'raction Co"ipany 
THOSE TROLLEY CARS 

Farmingdale 1916 
If you'ro a merchant selfing goods 

Oon•t yell your:elf to d"ath. 
No customer 

Could hoar you, sir. 
You'd bottcr SllV& your breath. 

If you'ro a Mini,tor in church 
Expounding to your flod<, 

To hesllato 
And calmly wait 

Will save you quite o shock. 

If you're the Sexton ot th<> boll 
Don't ·try to moke It sound; 

No living thing 
WIii hoar it ring 

If ther&'s a trolley round. 

For when the trolloy comes along 
Its Cllll Is so emphatic 

It shakes the house, 
As cal ~hake$ mouso, 

From cellar door to attic! 
Poul Solley 

Felix E. Reifschneider 

AT THE tum of the centu
l'Y, "trolley fever" hit. the 
country and Long Island was 
no • exception. Trolley lines 
were built almost everywhere 
and, unfortunately, in some 
cases from nowhere to no
where. It was· commonly be
lieved that ownership of a 
trolley line was a sure path 
to making millions of dollars 
and trolley bonds were con
sidered suitable investments 
for widows and orphans. 
"People will always have to 
ride" it was said. Yes, indeed, 
they surely wi11 and have but 
no ·one foresaw that the rid
ing would take place in pri
vate autos rather than in 
trolleys. 

• The village of Hempstead 
at·a time when its population 
was only 4000 people sup-
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ported a trolley with a c~u· 
eve1-y 30 minul:es. Today with 
a population ten times as 
great it can't support a bus 
line with fares many times a.,q 
high as the trolley fare. 'l'h us 
has public transportation 
changed in our life time. 

One of the more ambitious 
projucts of its time was the 
South Shore 'l'raction. lt in
tended to build from Manhat
tan across the Bridge to Long 
lsland City, thence vfa. Wood
side, Newtown, Jamaica, St. 
Albans, Springfield, Free
port, Babylon and Patchogue 
to Brookhaven, a total dis
tance of 51 miles. Incorpor
ated on March 2, 1903, it-ran 
into rlifficulties from the 
start. No doubt the Panic of 
1907 reduced its chances of 
financit,g, but there were 
many other p1·oblems, includ
ing franchises, a battle in the 
Com·ts with the Public Ser
vice Coi;nmission, but one fac
tor alone was a disabling one. 
The New York & Long Island 
Traction built its line from 
Freeport to Springfield and 
Brooklyn, and obtained a 
franchise from Freeport to 
Babylon, this latter portion 
never being built. With trol
leys already operating along 
the South Shore in Queens 
and Nassau counties, any 
hope the South Shore •rrac
tion had of building its line 
seemed doomed. 

The year 1909 was the big 
year of achievement for the 
company. It started opera
tion from Manhattan thru 
Long Island City into Queens 
County. It built tl·ack in Say
ville and operated horse cars 

BABYLON R.R • 
O. G. Do,lud, 8optrluteodut, Ba1>1loo, !(. Y. 
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Data for this map 

the1·e dlll·ing the summer of 
that year. It bought the 
Babylon RR, then a horse car 
line, from the Lo11g Island 
Consolidated Electrical Com-
panies (a subsidiary of the 
Long Island RR), electrified 
it and began to extend it to-
ward Amityville. It is not 
quite clear what part the 
South Shore had in the start 
of the Suffolk Traction in 
Patchogue, but it did turn 
over its track in Sayville to 
Suffolk Traction for storage 
battery car operation. 

The activities of the year 
1909 appear to have been 
more than the company could 
handle, for on December 30, 
1910, it went into receiver
ship. On November 21, 1912 
the route in Queens County 
was assigned to the Manhat-

,. 
0 
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.1.,ono JlabJloo •bool II is, 1 21. 1 61, 8 66, 10 11. 11 36 a.m., 12 36, 
~ 1 311; I ~l, S 66, , 15, & 31, 6 IIO, 6 VI, 6 :Ill, T 2.S, 8 !!.);II 36, 10 36, 11 Mp.a. 

•
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Portion of a timetable, taken from a Trolley Guide of 1914. Note that times are given as "about" 
so that the publisher of Guide c:ould not be he Id for publishing false information. 
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tan & Queens Traction Co., 
which operated the line from 
New York to South Jamaica 
until 1937. 

The 1½ mile line o:f the 
Babylon RR from the rail
road station to the Fire Is
land dock was electrified in 
1909 or ~arly 191-0 and the 
line -extended almost six miles 
to Amityville, roughly paral
leling the Long Island RR 
and not far from it. See ac
companying map. To reach 
the Amityville RR station, it 
used the tracks of the Hunt
ington RR (Cross-Island trol
ley) for a short distance un
der trackage rights agree
ment. 

'£he operation from Baby
lon to Amityville seems never 
to have been very successful. 
Second hand double truck 
cars were bought, probably 
from one of the companies in 
Manhattan, the Second Ave. 
or Third Ave. railways being 
the most likely source. A cor
rugated iron carbarn was 
built in West Babylon along
side the Long Island RR 
tracks. 

The distance from Baby
lon RR st.atio-n, to Linden

. hurst RR station, and again, 
from Lindenhurst station to 
Amityville station, was, in 

----1,, ... ~, ,,, sr,-~,, 
P,i~•Tc. ,,,,r •f "'•'I 

each case, almost three miles. 
The station at Copiague was 
not too significant, as only a 
few trains stopped there. 
Thus there were many people 
Ii ving along t h e line who 
were a long, walk from a rail
road station. To these people 
the trolley was a great con
venience, with i ts 5c fare. 
(Babylon to Amityville, 
10c). 

The only schedule we have 
at hand is one for 1914. Cars 
operated on an average of 
once an hour, but were 
bunched in the morning and 
evening rush hours obviously 
to make connections with 
Long Island RR -trains, as 
this was probably the chief 
som·ce of traffic. While the 
Cross-Island trolley was 
abandoned on September 28, 
1919, the little Babylon RR 
outlasted it for almost a year, 
as it did not cease service 
until May 15, 1920. 

The cars remained at the 
West Babylon carhouse for 

several years afterward, but 
eventually cars, tracks and • • 
wires mnst have been re
moved for salvage. Thus dis
appeared at last the final 
remnant of the South Shore 
Traction Co. outside of 
Queens County. 

TO THE BABYLON R. R. 
0 trolley, dear trolley 
Why did you quit us, pray, 
Just when buds are breaking forth 
Along your right of w•y? 
Just when scruboak and the- birch 
Their summer cos!\Jmes don, 
And make the landscape fair indeed 
Twixt hftre and Sabylon 

0 trolley, fair trolley 
We miss your midnight wall, 
We min the squeal of flattened wheel 
Along each rusted rail. 
We miss, we do, the one-man crew 
Who made us say our praye,.. 
Each Time he let the darned car go 
While h& collected fares. 

0 trolley, sweet trolley, 
Alas, likewise aleck. 
No morft the thrill, elso the spill 
As you jumped off the track 
No more those Barney Oldfleld spurts 
As you whined round th• be-nd 
And slid us 'long the varnlshed seat 
From front door to the end. 

Peul Bailey 
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THE CROSS-ISLAND LINE 

1909-1919 

Trolley w· on .Broadwcry in Amiryvilfe on the opening day of the Cm.rs-Island Line, A11g11st 25, 1909. 

Information Provided .About the Cross-Island Linc: 
• Photographs of trolley cars from the Cross-Island Line, page 18. 
• BriefTimeline of the Cross-Island Llne, operated by the Huntington Railroad between Huntington 

and Amityville, page 19. 
• Map showing the path of the Cross-Island trolley line from Halesite (Huntington) to Amityville, 

page 20. 
• "Carnival a Big Success -Largest Crowd Amityville Ever Saw and All Hands Pleased," pages 21-

23. 
• "Recollections of Trolleys," by Seth Purdy, Jr., pages 24-26. 
• ''The Cross-Island Trolley," by Felix E. Reifschneider, pages 27-29. 
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The Atmfyvi/le Railroad Station, 1910. N()tice the tmlfey car on the viaduct in the upper nght. 

"Car #28, running as anAmi!Jville local at the food ofRichmondAvenue, 1910. Motorman "Red Mike" and conductor 
H. Duryea." rrom 'The Cross-Island Une, "by Vincent F. Seyfried, page 80. 
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BRIEF TIMELINE OF THE CROSS-ISLAND LINE 
OPERATED BY THE HUNTINGTON RAILROAD BETWEEN HUNTINGTON AND AMITYVILLE 

1890 O uly 19) - The Huntington Railroad company establishes a three mile long horse
drawn trolley line between Hun~1gton Village and Halcsite on the harbor. 

1898 (April) - The Long Island Railroad purchases the line and electrifies it by June 17'\ 

1908-The line is extended 18.5 miles soinh on a right of way; that is the approximate 
location of the present Route 110. The line travels through Melville and 
Farmingdale to the dock in Amityville along the Great South Bay. 
• The line goes under the Long Island Railroad tracks at Huntington and 

Farmingdale, and is elevated over the tracks in Amityville. 
• Car barns, used for storage of the trolley cars, are maintained in both Halesite 

and Amityville. Power substations are located in the railroad stations at 
Huntington and Farmingdale 

1909 (August 25) - Service from Huntington to .Amityville is commenced. The trolley line 
maintains an hourly schedule . .A one-way trip, from end to end, lasts 76 minutes. 
• The rolling stock, also known as railroad cars, consists of six double truck, semi

convertible cars and seven single truck cars that provide more frequent service to 
the local railroad stations. 

• The fare is 30 cents, divided into six 5-cent zones, each about three miles long. 
Zone boundaries arc at (1) the tenninal in Halcsite, (2) Huntington Station, (3) 
the DeForest Farm at West Hills, (4) the Duryea Farm at Melville, (5) 
Farmingdale Station, and (6) the terminal at Amityville. 

• A spur track from Conklin Street to the Farmingdale Railroad Station is created 
so trolleys can make connections with trains from Brooklyn and New York City. 

1914 - Henry Ford produces the popular Model T automobile, and more people begin 
purchasing their own automobiles. 

1917 -The United States joins World War I. Trolley riders are hit with rising costs and the 
trolleys lose customers. 

1919 (September 23) -The Cross-Island service to Amityville ends, primarily due to 
increased use of the automobile. However, the original portion from Huntington to 
Halesite is sold to the Huntington Traction Company, which continues operations. 

1927 (August 15) - The Huntington Traction Company ceases operations completely. 
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(Right) Map of the Cross~lsland Line, 
from 'The Cross-Island Line," by 
Vincent F. Seyfried, 19761 page 73. 

MELVILLE 

FARMINGDALE 
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CARNIVAL A BIG SUCCESS -
Largest Crowd Amityville Ever Saw and all Hands Pleased 

[Transcribed from the "Amityville Record," August 27, 1909.] 

It seems to be conceded that it 
was the biggest day that Amityville 
ever had. The long labors of the 
committee were displayed in the 
perfect smoothness with which the 
entire ceremony went off, from 
morning until night, and the large 
crowds of visitors who flocked to 
Amityville in numbers which exceeded 
those of the county firemen's 
tournament were satisfied with what 
they got for their pains and money. 

Wednesday broke bright and fair, 
and except that the temperature was a 
little warm, weather conditions were 
ideal for the formal celebration of 
the opening of the new cross island 
trolley road which connects, 
Amityville, Farmingdale, Huntington 
and the intervening villages, and 
makes it possible to travel with 
ease, comfort and economy from the 
shores of New England to the Atlantic 
Ocean. The plan of holding a general 
celebration, passing through all 
three villages, and harmonizing with 
local celebrations in each community, 
was found to work perfectly, and from 
the time when the automobile parade 
started at the foot of Ocean Ave. in 
Amityville at eight o'clock in the 
morning, until the last piece of 
fireworks had gone up into the air in 
any of the three villages, and tired 
eyed but happy folks wended their 
several wpys homeward, there was not 
a serious flaw or setback. 

The number of cars which were 
run on short headway all day long was 
a severe strain upon the power of the 
new road. The road is not at present 
equipped to run as many as ten or 
twelve cars close together. At times 
it was necessary for the cars to slow 
up a bit. Considering the 
irregularities of the schedule, 
however, and bearing in mind that the 

road had had practically no trying 
out, it is little short of wonderful 
that the day passed off without a 
serious mishap. Great credit is due 
to the railroad men for this. They 
were on the job from sunrise almost 
until the next sunrise. F.M. 
Hartenstien, manager of 
transportation, was in charge, and 
his urbanity was imperturbable. L.S. 
Wells, in charge of the electrical 
equipment, kept an alert eye in the 
system all day, while Mr. Ludlam, who 
has charge of the electrical 
divisions of the Long Island 
Railroad, wore himself out completely 
in the day's service. 

The fun began at eight o'clock 
in the morning, when the automobile 
parade started from the foot of Ocean 
Ave. and proceeded to Main St., 
headed by Grand Marshall Fred B. 
Dalzell in the 40-horse power Buick 
of his brother, E.T. Dalzell, who 
made a midniqht start from Brooklyn 
to be on the· scene. The procession 
traversed Main St. to Bay View Ave. 
to Avon Place, to Broadway, to Main 
St., to Park Avenue, to Broadway, to 
Albany Ave., to Dixon Ave., to 
Broadway and past the reviewing 
stand, after which it disbanded. The 
ornamentation of the cars was 
extremely pretty. The first prize 
for decorations was won by J. Henry 
Ruwe, whose car was trimmed with a 
profusion of hydrangea and the second 
prize by E.E. Haff, whose machine was 
a complete bower of pink artificial 
roses. There was liberal applause 
for each car as it drew up in front 
of the grand stand for review by the 
judges, Davide Minaldi, Eugene 
Valsor, Rufus J. Ireland, J.F. 
Mincher, and C.M. Palmer. The first 
prize was a mammoth bronze statue, 
mounted on a stone base. The second 
prize was a silver loving cup. The 
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decorations on Frank W. Donnelly's 
car., which was ornamented with golden 
rod and sunflowers, are deserving of 
especial mention. 

Preceding the automobiles and 
headed by Spedick's Military Band 
marched the undaunted members of the 
Amityville Fire Departinent. In line 
were about thirty members of the 
Amityville Hook and Ladder Co., who 
won the banner presented for best 
marching appearance, with their 
apparatus, ten members of the 
Dauntless Hose Co., who marched with 
a dignity and evenness which 
challenged the admiration of the 
assemblage and brought down thunders 
of applause. They did not have their 
apparatus because a majority of the 
members of the company voted at a 
special meeting on Monday night not 
to permit the company to parade. The 
ten marched in the company uniform as 
individuals. Because of the 
political strife which was generally 
known to have been the cause of the 
failure of the Dauntless Hose Co. to 
parade as a company the multitude was 
in entire sympathy with the members 
of the company who had spirit enough 
to parade. 

The Amityville Junior Hook and 
Ladder Co. won a handsome banner for 
their appearance in line and the 
Amityville Cadet Corps also won a 
similar banner. 

The cars from Huntington, 
bringing the Queens and her Maids of 
Honor, were about an hour late in 
arriving at Amityville. As fast as 
they arrived they were stored on 
lower Broadway, with the band and the 
queen's float, immediately abreast of 
the grand stand. Spedick's band 
played a few selections and Village 
President Samuel P. Hildreth 
introduced Assemblyman Alfred E. 
Smith of New York, who is summering 
at Amityville. Mr. Smith took the 
crowd well. He spoke upon "Suburban 
Development" and by describing with 

cleverness the growth of the various 
boroughs which comprise the city of 
New York indicated the possibilities 
which lay befon~ Ami tyvi.lle. He 
cited the fact that the Borough of 
Richmond, the only borough with which 
the city of New York has not yet been 
able to establish adequate 
transportation connections, was the 
only borough which could not raise 
enough by taxation to pay it 
operation expenses. 

Assemblyman Smith's brief 
address was unanimously well receive, 
and when he reminded the railroad 
that with the privileges which had 
been granted it had come great 
responsibilities to the public his 
remarks were greeted with great 
applause. 

At the conclusion of the address 
the cars were sent to Farmingdale on 
five minute headway. Owing to a 
motorman stopping his car on the 
curve in the middle of the steep 
grade on the trestle there was a long 
delay in getting away and the 
procession was just one hour behind 
the schedule in leaving Farmingdale. 

At Farmingdale an address was 
delivered by John J. Delaney, former 
corporation counsel to the city of 
New York. He spoke about fifteen 
minutes concerning the auspiciousness 
of the day's event. He is fine type 
of orator and the crowd listened 
closely to him. 

The party then ate a splendid 
luncheon in the dining room of the 
Nazareth Trade School. Father Girard 
personally supervised the function 
and no one left Farmingdale with any 
appetite. Village President Adolph 
Bausch, who has labored long and 
faithfully in behalf of the 
celebration, saw to it that the 
Farmingdale end was held up well. In 
the evening there was a vaudeville 
performance at the trade school and a 
dance in the fireman's hall, with 
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plenty of fireworks on the side. 
Clarence C. Doud, James T. Haile, G. 
P. Sullivan and John Merritt of the 
local committee were on hand and gave 
valued assistance. 

When the procession finally 
reached Huntington Village it arrived 
just in time to fall in with the 
local procession, but the time for 
boarding the steamer "Sagamoreu was 
so short that that it was necessary 
to send the cars right down to the 
dock to unload and the visitors saw 
nothing of the local programme. 

The sail on the "Sagamoreu to 
the Chateau des Beaux Arts, escorted 
by as pretty a procession of 
decorated yachts as Huntington 
witnessed, was very pleasant. 
well after four o'clock before 

ever 
It was 
the 

diners were all seated and it was 
getting toward six o'clock before 
Toastmaster August Heckscher 
introduced Henry F. Sammis, the first 
speaker. 

Mr. Sammis spoke briefly but 
eloquently upon the topic "Urban and 
Suburban New York.u Thomas M. 
Osborne, of Auburn, N.Y., member of 
the public service commission from 
this district, made an address upon 
the topic "The People and the 
Railroad.u He spoke of a change of 
sentiment toward public service 
corporations which resulted in the 
formation of the commission. 

Congressman W.W. Cocks who was 
the last speaker, talk upon 
"Possibilities of Western Suffolk.u 

The menu at the Chateau was good 
and everyone appeared to be well 
satisfied with the dinner and the 
luxurious surroundings, with 
beautiful Huntington Bay, dotted by 
dozens of pretty craft in the offing. 

Andre Bustanoby, one of the 
Bustanoby Brothers who own the 
Chateau, who was personally in charge 
of the dinner, had probably the 
busiest day of his life up to date, 
but it would take more than that to 
ruffle his equanimity. He was here, 
there and everywhere, and handled the 
big function with all the taste and 
delicacy that have made him famous as 
a host. Particular mention is also 
due to Frank P. Willets of 
Huntington, who by his unending 
efforts to provide comfort for the 
visitors, covered himself with verbal 
laurels. 

The Amityville programme 
continued after the departure of the 
cars for the north side. The 
baseball game came off according to 
schedule, but the local enthusiasts 
were much disappointed by the defeat 
of the home team. The Waukewan Canoe 
Club crossed bats with the Patchogue 
A.C. and was defeated by a score of 6 
to 3. Five hundred persons saw the 
game. 
[Results from the day's sporting 
activities were detailed.] 

... The evening programme, which 
consisted mainly of fireworks, with 
music by Spedick's Military band, was 
run off on the depot grounds. Edgar 
P. Foster in appropriate speeches 
awarded the prizes for the morning 
parade. The fireworks presented a 
good display, and fortunately, all 
serious accident was avoided, 
although one woman's skirt was 
slightly burned by an erratic piece. 

At all times during the day the 
crowds exceeded in numbers those seen 
at any of the familiar gatherings in 
Long Island villages. 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF THE TROLLEYS 

by Seth Purdy, Jr. 

.. 
,. 
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" 

HUNTINGTON BOUND TROLiEY PASSES 
AMITYVILLE'S TRIANGL& BUILDING. 

I 

A festive feeling permeated the air surrounding Amityville 
on August 25, 1909 . .. 

Flags unfurled freely from their staffs, colorful red, white 
and blue bunting decorated the small shops along Broadway while 
crowds lined the sidewalks in the Triangle - each individual hoping 
to share a part of history in the making. Carriages, both the horse 
and horseless variety; ·"tried with one another t·or a vantage parking 
place with an unobstructed ~iew of the ceremonies. 

None less than, Alfred E. Smith, a local summer resident, im
portant state political figure and later governor, was on ths plat
form ready to address the assemblage on this great day. 

All was ready when the first trolley rounded the corner from 
Greene Avenue onto Broadway to pause along side the Triangle Build
ing .. 

Thus, was inauguaration day for the Huntington to Amityville 
trolley line dubbed the "transportation system of the future". 

But, the future was brief for just ten years later in 1919, 
without fanfare, all service ceased on the line in Amityville. 

There is very little tangible evidence remaining to reflect the 
grandeur of Amityville's trolley era except for the old car barn, 
hardly recognizable.now in its present condition and transplanted 
location at Clock <s ·Boulevard and Merrick Road. 
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There are, though, recollections from the old line's pa~sen
gers which reflect their experiences while riding the trolleyu. 

Amityville served as a terminus for not only the Huntington 
line, operated as a feeder line toe the Long Isl•nd Rail Road, 
but also for the South Side Traction Cumpany's line to Dabylon. 
The Babylon trolley operated from 1910 to 1920 over a route which 
passed through Copiague and Lindenhurst. 

A number of Amityville men found the trolley to be a means of 
employment. 

Benny Cirincione, George Herbert and Herbert Duryea, all 
residents of North Broadway were among those who served as motor
men. 

Benny is remembered for entertaining the passengers with an 
aria from an Italian opera while collecting th~ fares. 

George Herbert, who frequently guided the cars on their last: 
southbound run in the evening, would make an unscheduled stop to 
pick up his bicycle before proceeding to the car barn on Sterlipg 
Pl~ce in Amityville. When the car had been secured for the niiht, 
~e would ride his bicycle to his home on the corner of Smith Stre~t. 

Herbert Duryea's son, a printer's devil for Amityville's old 
Long Island Sun newspaper, used the trolley weekly to deliver the 
paper to be· sold at Pike's st·ore in i''armingdale. 

The trolley also proved convenient for commuters, a number 
ot whom worked in the Fulton Truck Assembly Plant near the location 
of the present Fairchild-Hiller Aircraft corporation in Bast Farming
dale. Amityville commuters, who had formerly depended upon the 
stage, found the trolley to be a great improvement in transportation 
for reaching the railroad station each day. At least one school 
teacher in the Melville School depended upon the trolley for trans
portation from her home in Amityville while ano·ther young lady in 
South Farmingdale rode the trolley to reach her place of emp.loyment 
in the Brodkin's Hat Factory on Amityville's Park Avenue. 

The trolley alsd provided a means for recreation and pleasure. 
A popular summer outing tor Amityville families ~as a trip across 
the island for a picnic in the Halesite Park and a refreshing swim 
in the waters of the Long Island Sound. Others found the trolley 
a conveni~nt means for traveling to the Richmond Avenue dock to 
board a ferry to the ocean beaches. Still others, in the days before 
air c~nditioning, rode the open summer cars to catch a cool breeze 
on a hot a9d humid summer day. 

A story is told of a most faithful commuter, a springer spaniel 
named Jack owned by Mr. and Mrs. Royal T. Carman. The Carmans fre
quently took the trolley line to the Richmond Avenue dock where they 
boarded their boat for a sail across the bay to spend a weekend at 
their Gilgo Beach cottage. Jack, the springer spaniel dog, would 
become restless before the conclusion of the weekend, make his way 
home by swimming the bay and walking across the wetlands to come 
ashore at the Coles Avenue dock, site of Bill Ketcham's fish store. 

7-S· 
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From there, he would walk to a Richmond Avenue trolley stop. The 
dog, well known to the motormen, would ride the trolley to the car 
barn, nedr the site of the preaent Amityville village highway depart
ment's haadqua~tcrs, and proceed to his home a short dist9nce away 
on Sterling Place. On several occasions, it was said tha~ Jack made 
the same trip in the reverse direction when he had been left at home 
on one of the beach weekends. 

The trolley line was not without its mishaps. Some passengers, 
sixty being the maximun number, would complain of motion illness 
trom the gentle sw~yinq and rocking ot the cdr~. One c~r jumped 
the rail in 1916 coming to rest on the Morris house lawn at number 
47 Broadway, Amityville after crashing through their fence. In 1918, 
Amityville residents, Nr. and Mrs. Chris llatlb, recall.<~d be.ing aboard 
d car operated by their neighbor Mr. Baylis when there was a head-on 
crash in Melville. A misinterpretation of the time schedule resulted 
in the motorman's failure to move one car to a siding to allow an
other car, bound in the oppostie direction, to pass on the single 
track line. Although the passengers were quite badly shaken, no 
serious injuries resulted from the unfortunate accident. 

Young adult members of the community found the Babylon trolley 
to be a popular means for traveling to Hirsch's Theater Hall, a • 
popular place of entertainment in Lindenhurst. On the way, they 
often added to the pleasure of the trip by jumping up and down on 
the rear platform of the car until it left the rail. Then all would 
disembark to helR the trolley men move the car back onto the track . 

. Boya, who lived along the way on Oak Street i~ Copiague, were 
known to throw a wire onto the overhead lines causing a short and 
an unexpected stop of the car; a thrill to the youngsters but an 
annoyance to the motorman and the passengers. 

The Babylon lin~• which seemed to have experienced some f~nan
cial difficulties fr6m the very beginning, attempted to economize by 
hiring jd~~ one man td perform the double duty of motorman and con
ductor. As a result, the trip to Babylon was somewhat deldyed as the 
trolley passed through the. wood .. s near Scudder Avenue in Copiague. 
The motorman would place the car in low speed and proceed to the rear 
platform to collect the much needed passengers• fares. ; 

. ~4 
The clang of the trolleys' bells, the hum of the electric traction.' 

motors and the shrieking of the brakes as the cars rounded the bends i in the tracks ire all silent now. But the recollections of those who ~ 
remembered riding the rails across the island reflect a part of Amity
ville's heritage that otherwise might be lost to history. 

. . .. . . ' ·• . ·~ . • . 
. "Reco,llectici~s ofTrolley.s-," bv,'S:eth Purdy, )r:., wa.s published 

.~ iilA;B'~i:k.,a't:d•~iaHce:)\rntt¼mb'·Histbtjcal Society;,1980,: ', ••• 

. ,, ,L \~ ·.,, ·"' ~ , .\~ ,. ,, ..... ~ · ~ , • • : • 
• lfages·74-76::. • • . ·. 
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The Cross-Island Trolley 
ONLY THOSE who remember 
well the period between 1910 
and 1920 have experienced the 
Wond.erful Wo.rld of the Trol
ley on Long Island. Living in 
Hempstead, one could 1·each 
Brooklyn. 20 rniles away, for 
only 20c, in about an hour and 
a half. From Freeport to 
Brooklyn, several miles far
ther, cost only 25c and took 
aoout the same amount of 
time. Mineola to Freeport 
about 8 miles, co1:1t a dime and 
took :37 minutes. Those days 
are gone foreve1·! 

But we are going to talk 
about tl1e Cross-Island trolley, 
something which had been 
dreamed about for some dec
ades, but once accomplished, 
proved to be of little value. 

For 50 years Long Islanders 
living on the South Shore had 
been grumbling about the long 
round-about trip westward to 
Jamaica an.d then eastward 
again to reach points in the 
center of the Island or on the 
North Shore.. Cross-island 
transportation, they said, was 
badly n~~ed. 

A number of such lines were 
built, but only one can be said 
to have prospered, that from 
Flushing to Jamaica; and the 
line from Mineola to Freeport, 
which was only partly a cross
island line, also prospered. 
The other ventures, either by 

Felix E. Reifschneider 

railroad or trolley, soon pe
tered out. 

It was in 1898 that the 
Long Island RR became con
scious of the lrolley. It made 
an agreement with the Brook
lyn Rapid Transit Co. with the 
object of eliminating cut
tbroat compet.ition between 
the railroad and the BRT's 
trolleys and elevated 1inEJ8, and 
out on the Island proceeded 
to build its own trolley lines, 
some in collaboration with the 
Interborough Rapid 1'i-a.nsit 
Co., although most oI these 
had been started by others 
and taken under the Rail
road's wing by purchase from 
the original owners. 

A horse car line from Hunt
ington station through the vil
lage to the Harbor at Hale
site had started operating over 
its three miles of track on July 
19, 1890. In April 1898 the 
Huntington RR was bought 
by the Long Island RR, which 
electrified it at once, trol1eys 
making their first tr i p s on 
June 17th. Single truck cars 
performed a valuable service 
in local transportation for 
some years. 

In 1907 the little Hunting
ton RR became tho nucleus of 
a much more ambitious proj
ect, the long-desired and eag-

Gala trolley line opening at Amityville. 

64 

erly nwaitcd cross-island line. 
Due to the Panic of that year, 
work was suspended but was 
resumed in 1909, and through 
servi.co from Amityville ( Fire 
Island c.lock) to Halesite was 
commenced on August 25 
1909. ' 

The new line was 18.5 miles 
long, the trip took one hour 
and 16 minutes, and the fare 
was 30c, divided into six 5c 
zones, each about three miles 
long. The zone boundaries 
were at Hw-1ting·ton station, 
the DeForest farm at West 
Hills, t h e Duryea Fann at 
Melville, Farmingdale staLion, 
the· horth village line of Ami
tyville ancJ, of course, both 
terminals. 

Thl'co cars gave hourly ser
vice, in addiLion to which there 
was local service from Amity.
ville station to the Fire Island 
dock and also from Hunting
ton station to Halesite. 

The cars on the Cross-Is
land run consisted of six small 
double truck convertibles with
drawn from the Ocean Elec
tric at Far Rockaway. They 
were only five years old at the 
time, but during the subse
quent Jew years, trolley tech
nology advanced rapidly and 
the cars soon became hopeless
ly obsolete. 

While the cars were slow, 
they made remarkably fast 
ti.me, mostly because the in
termediate territory, except 
for the terminal villages and 
Fal'lningdale, w a s sparsely 
populated, and the cars made 
few st.ops because of the scar
city of passengers. 

The line was well built. Ex
cept in village streets through 
the three villages, track was 
on a reserved strip alongside 
the highway;· just south of 
Melville, there was a short-cut 
for two miles on private right 
of way. Rail was 70 lb. and the 
overhead was catenary, suni
lar to that used on the larg
est railroads. 
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The reason for this great 
expense was that no line-crew 
was maintained on the line, 
and it was hoped that the 
catenary would require no re
pairs or maintenance, as this 
type of construction ahnost 
never experiences a broken or 
fallen trolley wire. 

Power substations were lo
cated in the railroad stations 
at Huntington and Fanning
dale. At Huntington a new 
passenger station was built, 
with the substation on the 
ground floor. At Farmingdale, 
a second story addition was 
built to the existing station 
for the same purpose. 

At Huntington a new bridge 
was constructed for the Long 
Island RR, the highway and 
the trolley track passing un
dexnea th the railroad. There 
were short freight an.d passen
ger spurs from the main line 
to Huntington station, which 
were used only by the single 
truck local cars between the 
station and Halesite, and the 
freight car. There was .also a 
trolley freight station some 
distance north• of the passen
ger station. 

At Fal'mingdale, a n e w 
bridge was built for the rail
road, with·· the highway and 
trolley track at Broad Hollow 
Rd. passing underneath the 
railroad. At Amityville, south
bound cars ran a short dis
tance westward, then turned 
south on private right of way 
an.d crossed the Montauk di
vision railroad overhead on a 
new steel viaduct. 

There was a spur track from 
Conklin St.. to the Farming
dale railroad station, so that, 
trolleys could make connec-

I 

I· 
I 

:•~ 

' ' 

~'.~t 

Halesite. The car shown is one of the single, truck cars always 
used between Huntington Station and Halesite, until the end 
of 1927. This view was taken in pre-Cross Island days, prob-
ably 1905, as can be seen from crude overhead trolley wire. 
Note that ear and hanger are attached directly to the cross 
arm. In Cross Island days this had. been changed to catenary 
overhead. 

tions with t h e trains from 
New York and Brooklyn. At 
Huntington, passengers had to 
descend a stairway at the west 
end of the platform to reach 
the trolleys. A wooden sign in 
the form of an arch was built 
over the top of this stairway 
with the legend "To the Cross
Island Trolley" and this arch 
remained in place many years 
after the trolley w a s aban
doned, as a reminder of hap
pier days. 

Riding at first was quite 
good, although never very 
heavy, particularly in sum
mer, when folks living in in
land areas would ride· to the 
Great South Bay. or Hunting
ton Harbor, for swimming, 
boating or fishing. But in 1914 
Henry Ford came out with his 
Model T, and a few years la-

ter World War I hit, with ris
ing costs and reduced patron.
age. Fares were raised, prob
ably to 6c per zone. • • 

A glance at what was prob
ably one CJf the last timetables, 
dated October 1918, less than 
a ye a r before abandonment, 
tells its own story. Through 
service over the entire line had 
been abandoned, cars running 
from Amityville dock only to 
Huntington station, where 
passengers for the village were 
obliged to transfer to local 
cars to complete the trip. 

The regular hourly service 
intended to serve cross-island 
passengers had been dropped, 
and cars ran at irregular in
tervals. Between 9 a.m. and 3 
p.m., there was a car only 
about every two hours. There 
was only o n e through trip 
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.from Amityville aft.er 6 p.m. 
(a trip at about 9:30 p.m.) 
and only one through trip 
from Huntington station aft.er 
7 p.m. (about 11 p.m.) and 
this did not run all the way to 
the cent.er of Amityville. From 
this it is safe to conclude that 
cross-island traffic had virtual
ly disappeared. 

The reason for the irregu
lar int.erval between cars was 
that the schedule was ar
ranged to provide connections 
with the trains at Farmingdale 
and Amityville, and extra trips 
were made between Amityville 
station and the dock, and some 
between Amityville and Far
mingdale. It is safe to con
clude that most of the riding 
wa.s by commuters, to and 
from the LIRR trains. Riding 
continued to be heavy between 
:fiuntington station an d the 
village, but this was carried 
on the local cars between those 
points, not on the Cross-island 
cars. 

Faced with rising costs, the 
Railroad applied for a 7c fare, 
but the villages refused to 
agree, with typical short-sight
edness. Deciding to take the 
bull by the hoons, the Rail
road, after making the last 
scheduled trips on September 
23, 1919, detoured the six 
double truck cars to its own 
tracks at Amityville and 
hauled them away to be re
turned to the Ocean Electric 
at Far Rockaway. This effec
tively ended the Cross-island 
trolley. 

It is easy to second-guess 
the situation· at this late date. 
Perhaps a fare increase could 
have been obtained in time. 
Service ·could have been made 
more attractive and more eco
nomical with modem one--man 
cal'S. The men assigned by the 
LIRR to operate its trolley 
lines were not noted for their 
skill or ingenuity. But perhaps 
abandonment could have been 
postponed for but a few more 
years, and with the disappear
ance of the cross-island traffic, 
the principal function of the 
line had vanished. 

The next year the tracks 
were tom up and the wires 
taken down, starting at the 
Amityville end and working 

"The Qros·s:-:lslanQ Trolley," by Felix F. 
Reifschneider, was published in the Long Island_ 
Forum mag~zine, April 1969, pages 64-67. 

northward. The writer remem
bers riding his bicycle to 
Farmingdale and watching the 
demolition crew slowly doing 
its work between Farmingdale 
and Huntington. In the mean
while, desperate efforts were 
being made to save the line 
from Melv:ille north. A new 
company was formed, the 
f!untington Traction Co., with 
William A. Dempsey of Brook
lyn as President. 

The demolition crew of the 
Long Island RR was busy 
tearing up track northward at 
the same time that the new 
company was trying to buy 
. the remaining track from the 
Railroad. Demolition had got
ten as far as Siding 7, about 
two miles south of Huntington 
station, when the deal was 
made. Thus the original goal 
of operating as far as Melville 
was lost before the new com
pany got started. 

The Traction Co. operated 
the line from Huntington sta
tion t.o Halesite on a frequent 
schedule as before, with the 
President's brother, Edward 
T. Dempsey as Manager at 
Huntington. It is not known 
whether there was an inter
ruption in this service during 
the transition period. One car 
was ope:raf,ed from the station 
south about two miles to Sid
ing 7, but. so few passengers 

TROLLEY SCHEDULE ADS 
Mr. Rel!sC'hneld.er has a 1918 

Cross Island Trolley Suhedule 
w h i c h carried advertlsemenits 
around Its border. The adver«sers 
prooably I)tl:ld for the printing of 
the timetable. The six ads read: 

Louis Cohn, Ladies and Gent's 
TaHor, Broadway, Ami•tyvHle. 

W.· Powell, Day and Night Taxi
cab Service, Broadway, Amityville. 

F. B. Powell & Son, Hardware 
and Paints, On Broadway, 30 Sec
onds from Trolley, Amityville. 

The Bank of Farmingdale, The 
Brick bank on the Trolley corner. 

Frank W. Smith, Dry Goods, 
Amityville . 

Best Soda in Town at Heck's 
Drug Store, Huntington Station, 
L. I. 

were carried at the southern 
· end of the line that service 
was soon cut back to the Jeri
cho Turnpike, South Hunting
ton. This car carried only 
about 100 passengers a day at 
a 10c fare. The $10 daily reve
nue being insufficient to pay 
expenses, the car was with
drawn about 1924. 

The same seven single truck 
cars that .started the service 
in 1898 were continued in op~ 
eration. No attempt was made 
t.o modernize. It is not surpris
ing that all service ceased on 
August 15, 1927. 

Information packet compiled by the Town of Babylon, Office of Historic Services, for the 2010 History Day Essay Contest, 
"Trolley Days: A History of Trolleys in the Town of Babylon." Page 
29 
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LOCAL RISTO ! • 

B1)3YLON pNJguLLECTJON 

o( 'o/ ~~ 
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• FfOfn''·HOf~: 

By HANK RODEN 

W':Y ~ wlleo, a Loni l91anCl,or ~ .&~. from1' . 
here.:: ............... to ..........•..•..... i=•.' • .,.,. 

. • ,f 

. . ., . 
by horse or shanks mare; rather slow and aJnau,llr. . ... 
ot travel. Horses were. so valued in these ijmo,, thJ5 . ._~ 
when a fine equine passed away, his obituary mi&ht be. 
found in the local new~paper. (Today's Pinto wolJ}d ~ • 
be given suoh respect.) 

Those traveler1 in 1821 ~eeking companjonJhip • ~. 
having a few coins in their pocket. could take on~ ot 
the many stagecoaches that traveled throijlhout L~-
Island, stopping at Inns and Taverns, to .aUow ·• rider· 
a glass ot spirits to ease the aches ot.a bumpy ride. John 
Suptln .ran a daily 8 a.m. stage from H_ewlett-Creed'a, 
IM in Jamaica down to Brooklyn and _pother c:pacb· . 
ran from Job Hick's Tavern at the !3~~ 'Ferry out 
to Far Rockaway. . • 1'," 'r •. . .' · ·.1• ,., 

FerJi,is provJdeJ sen-I~ tor tJtQfe '~"SR: viuti •. , 
Staten Island or Manhattan, and' laraer-boata Ct95'ed ,. 
the Soimd to Connectjcut, bJ.lt lty atel.-... ~c\~ ·,... 
depended on a .~s~ ,te~d an~ a &?°4,~~~·~· P~ .. ~~:; ; :·: 

J # ' ••• \ # BYROAD . • I\ ••• • ,., 

• • • ' I ~·•• 4t ",; 

IN 1llE EAJU. Y 1800'1 even tlh~ fin'eat. road, w;n.. • 
just packed· dirt. The best ot these were the ~va~ ."' 
owned toll roads such as Jericho Turn~; Janwda : : 
Avenue and Coney Island Plent Road. Toll boot4s' along ·,. •. 
the way extracted fares of 8 cents for a score· of 8" : 
(anything that moved was welcome) and 12 cents for, : .,. 
a sulkey. An early Gazetteer described a trip along ~o~ey. • 
Island Toll Road as: "a pleasant pass~ge through field4 • 
ot luxuriant turnip tops, (and) reddish-green beet 
leaves ... " • . : • 

The roads were later planked, but charges wept up 
(naturally) and when complaints of citizens D10UDted; 
the roads were taken over by the state and made free~ 
Private highways were responsible for helping develop 
the Island, Jericho was called: ''The very life stream .. ; 
responsible for the formation ... ot numerous"lillages.,. : ~ 

Trips ori the eastern roads coul\i be ·bewildering, will! 

(Tum to Paa• 38) 



IOUIOfjOf]S Of _Truv~J 

t'fffi?~ft Of Lli,s History 
... _____ (' - ~. . ....:. ~ • 
,;,_;""; •• "(Ce:tfr:e:t ,,_ l'lp II). 

1 , • 
,. r~ ·and one ttaYeler. complained that "a 
~ Is liable to go utray and might ~ • whole 

_ ~t meetJns a perlOll to set him right.' • • • 

• • 
:-}nm CHANGES or road names allo UU$ed problems. 
QI-, Boulevard, one of the early paved roads, wu 

. ala, dubbed Hoffman Boulevard and White Pot Pike. 
-it.u,. The. Island's tint car-only parkway wu the 
,ta.moa, creation of William K. Vanderbilt Jr. that ran 
troi:a Queena to Lake Ronkonko~ Bwlt In 1908-13, the 
road, Motor Parkway, eventually Wfflt. bankrupt but 
metdles ot It are still In U$t in swrolk and many c:on

.-r c:rete Interchanges can be seen along Kinpbury Avenue 
l In Queens Village. 

"° ., • l.oq Island's maze of parkways were besUn In 1927 
. ~ when SOqthern Stat~ opened from QUeena to Rockville • 

~tr'e. Durln& tbe'nen nine jeais," Southem"waa ex
tended, Grand Central, Wantagll, Northern Stata and 
tl>e 1'terbofo parkways were bwlt. . . . 

, Unfqrtunately Ule be&etinl ot autoi kept up with the 
.. buJldlna of roads. By 1936, three years. after It wu 
.-·, 0P;elled. the Grand Central wu Jammed with can. A 

·Pre:u editorial then 1uggested Hance Harding Boulevard 
~~ be widened II an alternate route. It WU the mid-1950s 

. .. when tllil became the Long lJl&nd Expressway, and was 
:~ediately snarled wilt! cars. • • 

.. ~l_l • LolJI Island's attitude toward roads has always been· 
:.~- •-love-hate affair. In 1937, a newspaper noted Jerlchq 
.• :i:.•. wu widened beull$e of public demand, but said the 
- .,.-yconstruction was "accompanied (by) rural protests and 

.. lawaults. ~ Slmllar feellngs or "roads, yes; but not ln 
• :! ,•: 1117 back yard." have det.yed and stopped new road con• 
~ ~-,, ltructlon to this day, •• evidenced by the dead-.endlng. 
'· - ol the Clearview Expressway. 
• 

BYTROLLEY 

AS TROLLEYS U$ed a combination of road and rail 
they deaerve a place ot their own In this history. Besides'. 

. they were a little atrange. One running through Queens 
and Nassau was called the "Banana !..lne" 11 It swaye . 
(hi an arc resembling a banana), and had yellow cars 
that "traveled In bunches." 

, ..... ~--.....\~ .... ~, ..... ~ ~ ..... ,: 
. \ • \ . - . ' 

lbls trolley car ran on the old ~yrtle Avenue line. 

demanded more and more unti!. at its peak. trolley trans
port covered 300 M,l•s 'If I rack in Queens alone and 
had 50 million riders .\nnu~lly. city-wide. But hy the 
early 1930s. thP. romar,(e was over and people demanded 
a change tn huscs, which we.re considered more ,·ersitile 
and comfortab!e. 

At a 1934 city hcaron2. •inr. rider testified: "I am certain 

Horses Pulled Trains The rint trolley was hone drawn and a.rrived In 1863 
:OB a ruo from Brooklyn to Jamaica. Hay and straw were 
carried to keep -pa.sengers' reel warm on winter daya, The mockinJ! cal!: --<;ct a hnrse," was a pop11lar cry 
111d pmun:iably, to feed the locomotive source. TIie driver , directed toward a s·randed autnmobile nwner in the hay• 
~ these s:agecoach-like contraptions sat on the root day or the Tin Lizzy. hut it nlso had iL• counterpart on 
and communicated with passengers by foot and club. th.e railroads and tmllcy lines nn Lnng Island. 

U he noticed through his mirror that he had more pu-
t:. ,enprs than 10-cent rares In the "conscience box" Inside In the 1830s, the Lnnit Island Railrnad ran from Jamaica 
.;._, the car, the driver would pound on the cu root with to South Ferry went under locomotive power only to Clin-

• club untll die culprits paid up. Pauengera. wlshins ton Strttt, Brooklyn. The grade was too steep from then 
( • flO P' off IIMd the first pull cord-a strap attached to on to the Ferr)•, so the eniines had to be shunted aside 

:.:;:;. •~~• foot-,ici ~-=Id~~. ~rect.: • ... . and horses hitched up tn pull the pas.<engcr cars along. 

;• : 11D !LECTJUC troll.., arriv~ In lffl and had 
1
,. And from IS9i 10 1/:!lfl. when the eleciric trollp,·, were 

1 
OWII' problems. Ele::tricity 

0
~ leaked into the ca:- fr:.m';. coming on strong. the power supply w.\.< af lfureliahle 

.,¢ tbod!ed the heck out of puaqeni1tlden fowi4 II it is now during a hNl wdve. Horses wrre k~pt at the 
", · It difficult to check if the trolley was on ·11me; arihe ready to pull tl1e trnllr,·, when th• electMrity [A•led, 

current magnltlzed and stopped their watches. promptini: je.rr< ;:nd , ,,mplainlS frr,m ndrrs wt•• expr··ted 
__ C_harm __ ed __ bY:..._,;_th..;e,;_se.:......c:..:.la;.:n,;_ky.:.......::m::.:a;.:c::.:h:.:in:;e.::s·:....:Lo=n!.g_J:.:s:::la::n::d:::e::n:__:m:::::or~e frn-r. rr ·, .• f .,,~••r , r , n,:,.,r1.11,,.n 

Hones pull an old street car alon1 Jamaica Avenue near Wuhinston SUeet In 1887. 

that using (trolleys) has jolted years orr my normal lire 
span." In 1937 Ridgewood residents took a trolley line 
to court. claiming that as it meandered through backyards 
lts noise constituted harrassmenL 

Yet the demise of the trolley was slow. Although b~es 
were operating in many areas by 1937, the lut trolley 
run was ln 1957 on a 1.4 mile track over the Quee■s
boro Bridge. 

Electric buses, replaced the trolleys ln some areas, 
but these soon gave way to the kerosene-burning coaches 
we now see. Buses were so ubiquitous In the early 1940'•• 
causlnJ traHlc Jams, that commuter, were urged to drive 
their cars to subways. (For the no9talglc. ama11 st-ctions 
of trolley ralls can be aeen under the worn pavement 
on Archer Avenue In Jama.lea and other roads.) 

BYRAIL 
nm FIRST Long Island Railroad) or Rall Road ror 

the oldsters), ran. In 1838 on a 10-mlle stretch from Ja
maica to Atlantic Avenue In Brooklyn. That same year, 
the line had Its first accident, when the forward of two 
engines hit a cow and was plowed Into by the second 
''boller-on-wfleels." 

Before Iona the rails were reaching Mineola, Farm
ingdale and, by 1844, Greenport. The URR was built 
as a link In the Washington, O.C. to Boston rail ,ystem, 
with boa.ts coverlna ttie L.I. Sound portion, beuuse bu@, 

Ing track through swampy southern Connecticut was 
deemed Impossible. In 1850 the Connecticut run was 
built. 

During the late 1800s, various companies were organi
zed to build railroad lines, some reaching new areas 
of the Island, some competing with existing routes. The 
URR ran Into problems In the 1860s: Brooklyn residents 
chased lt out for being too sooty and noisy, and even 
walled up lts Its underground tunnels, 

SUFFOLK FARMERS were upset about trains running 
on the sabbath and the engine sparks setting woodt and 
fields afire and 10 staged vandalism attacks on the line 
The railroad stopped its Sunday runs for several years 
and bought orr the otheT complainers with cash. 

Land spt'Culatlon was the higgest sport in the 
19th century, and fortunes were lost and made according 

(Turn to Next Pase) 



Commutjng. Woes 
Are Nothing New 

. . 

To H~arty Llets 
(Continued From Precedlq Page) 

to. the path of the railroad took. Arguments between 
the URR and citizens in Cold Spring Harbor and Hunting• 
ton Village result in the by-passing of these communities. 
• Bought by the Penn Central in 1900, the LIRR remained 
a financial drain whether It was lightly or heavily used, 
thanks to the lack. of freight 'cartage. and in 1965 the 
atat~ took it over. • You know the rest. 

J115t after·the tum of the century, (about 1908) New 
York City officials decided to build a Brooklyn extension 
of the new Manhattan lRT system. Currently a new sub• 
way line from Queens to Manhaitan Is planned. Between 
th• times, a· maze of plans, cbnstruction, ownership 
and con~ol ol mass transit tQOk p!Ke. ' - • 

,· • •• ! • ~. ' . 
MOJ' LONG after the IRT 'c:allle over ·the ~ttan 

. Bridge, the dty _bepil bulldiJI& ;is-fint tunnel under 
die East ·Rm:r. -Ezcept •foe a Jew mbhaps, u when tun• 
neler Dick Creedon was {>IIShed through a leak in Ule 
tunnel by Its compressed air. Dick plowed upward through 
llOfeet of sand and water, but ·made It In one piece:• 
• In 191 l Queens got two elevated lines, joining at 
Queensboro Bri4ge Plaza and runuing to Astoria and 
Corona. Brooklyn .was not ·wasteful Uld, ~sed much· of 
Jts old railroad track (after the LIRR was booted out) 
for subways. including the Sea Beach and Brighton lines. 

. Elevated lines In both· boroughs were built, tom down, 
and built again. The Myrtle Avenue El, built in 1888, 
luted until just recently. . • 
. The subways not only followed growth of the com• 

' munitles, but also created lt. "It ls almost Impossible 
1o uaggerate the effect of (the subways) had on the 
fuwre development of Queens,",a chronicler said fn 1925. 

."'-;~ 
- -~ ~-
,. . 
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1bls man Is about to take. off in an old Farman biplane, back ln 1910. • • Caklll - Cbe Panom lloulnwd mt. . • 

Crowds on-the subways were so bad, that in 1948 Mayor 
O'Dwyer suggested businesses st.agger their work hours 
to lessen the rushhour jam . 

IN111EAJR 

LONG ISLAND'S topography (flat) and location (about 
as east as you might want to be) lent itself to aviation. 
It provided a place for planes to take off and balloons 
to crash. 

Our first aviation experience was in 1833 when a well• 
known balloonist took off from the Brooklyn Battery 
and unexpectedly landed at the Union Course racetrack 
in Jamaica. In 1877, two balloonists and a New York 
Daily Graphic reporter left Brooklyn for a trip across 
the Atlantic. T'hey crashed a few hours later, this side 
of the ocean. 

French flyer Henri Farman wowed the folks at 
Brighton Beach racetrack with Long Jsland's first plane • 
flight on Aug. 2, 1908. Henri's flight lasted about two 

minutes. By 1909, the Hempstead Plains were dl.Jcovered 
and during the next 20 years were the site of many break
throughs in aviation. That frrst year· a pilot won :$10.000 
for st.aying up a half hour In what was dt:taibed a, "an~ 
enlarged box kite" that "fairly collapsed from tile strain." 

The first military-type use of a plane was in 1910 when 
an Army lieutenant shot a rifle from the wing of a bi• 
plane over Brooklyn. That same year, al" Belmont Park, 
a world's altitude record of 9,714 feet was set by a pilot 
who rise in circles until he ran out of gas. The next year 
two men flew from Mineola to California, arriving after 
49 days, several "forced landings" and many repairs. 

Soon after the world's first air mail run was made 
from 'a Mineola field to the Mineola Post Office, six• 
miles away. Greater accomplishments a.me during and 
after World War I when the army developed Roosevelt • 
Field and civilians created Mitchel Field. .. . . 

LAWRENCE SPERRY developed the gyroscope that 

, ,.., .'"'1 

revolutionized aviation llld tven • flew ''!land$ ol!'" 'Jp 
guided mlAlle-plana (He'it take -tile controla•eventllllb' 
to avoid wutlng planes). 1be -C~s t:ompany locafW, 
at Garden City built many or ~e record-setting aln:nft,. 
Including one -used in 1919 for the first traia-Atlantic 
flight from Jamaica Bay to Europe: . , . . " 

In 1927 0-les l.indb;e'P. inade his historic n911-~ -. 
cross-Atlahtk flight from Roosevelt field and ln 1938 ·: 
"Wrong Way" Corrigan set the world laughing wi. 
be left Long Island for California and wound up In-~ 

J.ong Island got Its first major commercial fjeJd 1!I 
·1939, when Mayor LaGuardla decided New York ct\,', 
should no longer have to use Newark's airfield. -' 
at North Beach, an old amusement ·park, J..aGuardla Alt-::, 
-port toon became the WC/rld's busiest. l<'Jt!wlld ,,._, 
called Kennedy lnternati()Jlal Airport followed. . . ~:;,. 

Althougl, aviation Js the most l!lodem or Long Jsland'1 l 
transportation, it ~ owe a debt to the past: F1QYd"' 
Jennett Fjeld Is built on ·an ·old horses' graveyard. ..,., • 
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TURN OF THE CENTURY TROLLEY RIDE - August 
17. $5.00 per person• Trolley leaves from Meadow Croft 10 
a.m.-11:30 a.m. • I p.m. - 2:30 p.m. • 4 p.m. Parking at St. 
Ann's South Parking Lot. Send stamped. self addressed 
envelope with check to Bayport Heritage, P.O. Box 2. Blue 
Point Indicate choice of time. 

Historic Narration Provided Souvenir Booklet & 
Refreshments. 

' 

TRANSPORTATION - NYS -
LONG ISLAND 

LOCAL msTORY COLLECTION 
BABYLON PUBLIC l,IBRARY 

S,uflolli fJ.Jtadum ~, Cujaiiil __ _ 

A Reenactment of-the original Suffolk Traction Street 
Car Route Through Patchogue, Blue Point, Bayport, 

and Sayville 1911-1919 

Sponsored by Bayport Heritage Association 

With Assistance from: 
Hans Henke, Patchogue 
Gene Horton, Blue Point 
Carole Pichney, Bayport 

Constance Currie and 
Chuck Webber, Sayville 
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********************************** SAYVILLE ************************************** 
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1 

KENSING'IW HOI'EL: Benovated in 
1895 fran the old Bedell Tavern; 
Scene of Ge.Ilnan espionage in 
vhrld War I. Tom down in 1954. 

~ • s DEPARIMENI' Sl'ORE; North side of 
Main St. just east of the Kensington Hotel. 
Mr. Gerber, originally a peddler, was the 
first Jewish nerchant in Sayville. 



*********************************** SAYVILLE *************************************** 
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llOLDIEll'S MONU~IEN'f AT SAY\'IL~. L I, 
1111 

4 

3 

SOLDIERS .r-muMENT at Sayville: The Et\GLE was 
given to Elward Smith (c. 1919). by the farcous 
Pulitzer family. It had been over the doorway 
of the first NE.W YORK IDRLD newspaper building 
in NYC. 

Old OOBINSCN HOOSE; originally in Bayport; 
or. R:>binson was a well-loved Sayvillian. 



********************************** SAYVILLE ************************************* 
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P ro.J9 Coe.,-, Ho•u, Say,:iU;,, l .. /. 
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Built in 1912; Designed by I.H. 
Green. It originally held the 
village 'lock-up. ' 

6 
Built c . .1900; Designed by I.H. 
Green for the fire department and 
local vaudevillians. Bluned in 
1961. 

7 
Cne of the many inns frequented by 
guests. Burned in 1926. 



************************************** BAYPORI' ************************************* 

1 

The owner of this tare, Mr. Asher, 
sued the trolley canpany for $12,000 
in damages for running the trolley in 
front of his h:me. He was eventually 
awarded $200. 

2 
This LITI'LE OLD TEA HOOSE stcxxi 

on the northwest conier of Middle 
!bad and oakwood Ave. where the 
trolley made its tum toward 
Sayville. 

3 
'!he BAYPORI' BARREL FACl'ORY was 
established in 1904 . Barrels for 
shipping oysters were made here. 
100,000 barrels a season were turned 
out here. By 19 38, this structure 
was gone. 



**************************************** BAYPORT' **************************************** 
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4 
LIRR STATION at BAYPORI': Built in 
1903 on land donated by Mrs. Frlward 
Gillette. Station cost $8,000. 
Denolished in the early 1960's. 

5 
SUFFUI:Jq TRACI'ICN car# 1 is shown 
approaching the Bayport LIRR 
station. 

6 
William B. Arthur of Blue Point 
had his house rcoved to Bayport, 
where Saltbax Iealty is today. 
He operated a general store here 
and was Bayport's first station
master and p:,stmaster. 
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SNEDECX)R & SQUIRFS GRAIN AND FEED 
STORE: Built in 1904 north of the LIRR 
tracks east of Bayport Ave. The feed 
business was run as an extension of their 
general store on Middle !bad. 

7 

In June, 1907, an injunction was 
issued against Suffolk Traction Co. 
which began laying tracks in front 
of the Purdy estate. All work was 
stopped leaving Middle !bad al.m:>st 
impassable. This caused ImJCh anger 
aITDng the citizens of Bayport. 

The Purdy estate was cut in half 
and now is located at #78 and #84 
Connectquot Ave. in Bayport. 

8 



******************************* BLUE POINI' ******************************* 
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1 

I:bwntown BLUE POINT, c. 1915: Notice the doors of the Blue Point Fire 
Departnent on the right & the tracks of SUFFOLK TRACTICN on the left. 
Site of Fireoouse Deli today. 

TNI STATIPN. 8LUI ,.oun·. L. I. 

2 
LIRR dep::>t in Blue Point; 
east side of Blue Point Ave. 
opp:,site liquor store. The 
station was built in 1900 & 
dismantled in 1951. 



************************************ BLUE POINr *************************************** 
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3 
TIDUBLE AT THE BLUE POINI' AVE. 
TRESTLE, c. 1914. Suffolk Traction 
streetcar appears stuck. 

·~ 
~· 

. -,:~:. .'.".. - -• 

4 
Another flood at the 
LIRR underpass on Blue 
Po.int Ave. 
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5 
Blue Point Inn; site of NJrth 
Fork Bank today; Inn was built 
in 1888; burned down in 1963 . 

6 
YE OIE ANOfORAGE INN; northwest 
axner of M'.:>ntauk Hwy. & Kennedy 
Ave. , Blue Point. 

Ckle of the 'i;:tiaros' (lighthouses) 
still stands on the property 
today. 

. , ... • ,, . : 
: ,.~ 
-t:· 

7 
Another view of YE OLE 
ANOiO.AAGE INN, c. 1915. 
He.Ille of '!HE SHPINX (now 
in Bayport.) 

ANCliORAGE INN bumed down 
in 1928 . 



***************************** PATCHOGUE ************************************ 

DCILUNT CON_TU.PTAL CUIIINC 

1 
West lake; tracll on north side; 
Actor Elmer Grandin's house on lake. 

2 

Leo's Irm; once a private l'x:lme; became 
an inn around 19l0. 

' 
I 
; 

3 
First spikes for tracks driven by 
Mr. Breckenridge., .1907, in front of the 
Lace Mill. 

Trolley shed stcxxi opp::,site mill; long 
gone. 
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P>l<hogue, L. I 

-- ·-- -·-· __ ,L. ___ _.> 

4 
Shand's store on Havens Ave. 

Building was old Haven's 

Built c. 1850; 
Sold to Shand, 1914 . 

5 

store; 

West Main St. , l9.0 7; Buildings 
fran L-R: Mueller I s White House 
Hotel, Ma.sonic Terrple built 1907, 
burnt 1974; small muse?; 
Large brick.building= Syniicate 
Building (now- Wedge ~) , built 
1898; fire bumt upper story, 1967. 

6 
Trolley on Main St. f 19..12 • 
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7 
The MILL'S BUILDING; gabled center 
part built in 1876, left and right 
sections built in 1898; 

Hare of HAt-M:ND-Mn.L's DEPARIMENr 
Sl'ORE; 

Burned down in 1956. 

8 
PATCH03UE RAILROAD STATICN; In 1869 
the railroad reached Patchogue; end 
of line until 1872. '!his picture 
1905; 

1869 = 4 trains per day each way; 
90 minutes to NYC. 

1904 = 14 trains each way. 

9 
Joseph Bailey residence; son of F.d 
Bailey, founder of lumbennill 
business. Elaborate t...ood interior; 
everything made in Bailey's mill. 
Now convent hatE. 
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10 
St. Francis de Sales Oiurch was 
b.ti.lt in 1888 on F.ast Main St. 
and rroved rere in 1906. ~ve took 
three rronths in bitter cold winter 

Architect: I.H. Green of 
Sayville. 

11 
Laurel Hotel on NW c01:ner of Laure.: 
St. and So. Ocean Ave.; built 
c. 1880 as a sunmer h:>tel by 
John N. Silsbe, Sr. 

Dem:>lished in late 1930 1s. 

12 
The Snithp:>rt Hotel; built c. 
1880 as a sunmer hotel by Capt. 
Sam.lel N. smith; 40-bed hotel; 
1898: bought by Augusta J .S. Weeks. 
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13 
Trolley in front of the ne.w MASOJI' HOI'EL, 

• July, 1911. 'Ihe NEW MASCOr was just 
notth of the ne.w Felice's Restaurant. 

.. I 

15 

14 
CCEAN AVENUE HOI'EL on left; 
Built c. 1878 and enlarged to 
double size; proprietor Sanford 
Weeks; Daily rate: $2.50 to 
$3.00 in 1900; 275 guests; 
ootel bulldozed in late 1930 1s 

Old Mascot at foot of South Ocean 
Ave. Stood on a pier; built in 
1880; noved in 1905. 

waking fran Mascot dock; just after 
turning trolley bus; Ocean Ave. Hotel 
original on left; addition on right. 
On extreire right is lbe's Annex to the 
hotel connected by covered walkway. 
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16 
Academy Street School; just north of the 
LIRR tracks; built in 1871; first big 
Pat~ sch<X>l building. Used until 
1924. Dercolished in the 1930's. 
Part of it saved and was noved c1o,.m 
the street. 

17 
Methodist Church; built in 1891; 
approx. $40,000. Hare left of church 
m:::>ved to Jennings Ave. and Lake,.,ood; 
Hose past church m:::>ved to Bay Ave. 
to make roan for Union Savings Bank. 

18 
South. <x:ean Ave. , 1910 . 
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19 
S,;.iezey's & the Four Comers, c. 1907 

20 
.:Ongregational Church on N. Q::ean and 
comer of Lakewood St.; built in 1855; 
Served until 1895; then became part of 
the Lyceum. 

21 
i:ire House on Lake St. built .1904-J.905. 
Cem:>lished in .19 71 
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22 
The Lyceum, 1895 to c. 1916 (bumed); 
Center part is old church (gable on 
left & steeple in center); stage plays_ 
vaudeville shows; local amateur plays, 
novies, ooncerts. 550 opera chair 
seats. Al Trahern shows here. 

Architect: I.H. Green of Sayville . 

23 
I 
I 
I 
\ 

'Fhe LIBRARY; built with grants fran 
Andrew camegie. $10,000 first grant; 
2nd grant $5,000. Cp:med Wed. evening 
March 6, l908. 

24 
Patcoogue l?lym::,uth. Mill; .1st part of 
mill was Justus PDe mill .1850 (Un.ion 
'Iwine Milll. Steady expansion. 
1880: Scotch finn made crenolines & 
bleached curtains. 
1890 Lace manufacturing & table cloths 
1896 = 200 employees, weekly payroll 
$1,300. 
1922 = 600 employees 
1954 = operations shut down. 
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_ Trolley in lake; c. 1915. F.asily derailed by mud, stones and 
bad boys! 
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I NTRODUCTION 

-·-·-
Newoomen to a 11Uaae, u well u .the natiTN an4 "ol4 

tlmen." uuallJ '"It with eagern.... remlDfacenc.. of their 
home 1urroundhlp. To the 1tude_nt or reader of hlatorJ, theH 
talea of tlniea put, conny, Ilk• old plcturet. the 4e1lneat1011 of 
tncldentl perhapa forgotten, alid unknoW1l to the PrNent senen, 
tlon. It I• for the PUl'PON of 1tlmulatlq an tntereat lD our vil
lage put and PNNDt. that thla book l• brought before the public. 

We are fortunate ID haT.lq u a neighbor amoq u, an octo
senerlan. endowed not only with a memory, vivid with early ln
cldenta. and plcturea of our Tlllace, but gttted with the power 
to portray the uages and characterlatic■ of old Babylon folu, 
and to depict the appearance and location of old bulldlnsl of 
atxty yean asc,. Perhapa, ■ome part our ~ fortane lD having 
our friend and author 1tlll amoq our 1u1mber, 11 due to h1■ good 
wife. For It, like the writer, JOU. our'reader, had groW1l up with 
the l'leld family and had been brought lnto contact with the klnd 
and lonq wife and mother, and heard eTeJ'J daJ for many 
yean, from ■om• of her chlldren, "No, we had better not do that, 
Mother would not like It." you would hue learned a mother'• 
ln1luence. alwaya g1Te11 lD the Jdndeet and 1wffteat way. With 
1uch a Ute-companion, who C&DDOt han more admiration tor our 
author and hla well-rounded llfet We wl■h our author many 
more yean or UHfuln..., and may hi• remlnlacencee go down 
to po1terlt1 u a mon1Ullat to one who bu loTed Babylon and 
it■ people. 

It hu been thousht Attlng to include lD thf1 book a brief 
blograph7 of our author by hl1 friend, J'amea B. Cooper, and a 
■ketch of the hlatorr of our T11lage-merelJ an outline of it■ 
progrea-by the writer, to whom Babylon will al,raya be endear
by many tender UIOClatiou. 

J'. w. 11: 
September t. 1911. 



Reminiscences of Babylon. '79 

W. Larned, first assistant, and Gustav Fishel, second assistant engi
neer of the fire department. 

In 1895 D. Rickets, Jr., was elected president, Edward Daily, 
Joshua Taylor and Treadwell B. Kellum, Trustees and James B. Coop
er, Jr., was appointed Clerk. 

December 10, 1895, petition of Sumpawams Hose Company to 
form a company was granted. 

January 21, 1896, a special election to determine whether Babylon 
Village should remain incorporated. The election resulted in a ma
jority of votea being cast in favor of sustaining the government. In 
1896 Andrew J. Weeks was elected trustee in place of Joshua Taylor 
and William G. Nicoll was appointed Clerk. October 15, 1896, a map 
of the village was ordered to be made by Oscar Darling for the sum of 
$600. 

March 22, 1897, the offer of the Babylon Woman 'a Exchange for 
a drinking fountain to be erected on Fire Island avenue and Main 
street was accepted. In 1898. H. Van W eelden waa elected president, 
Edward Daily and Henry Oakley, trustees and Eugene Fishel waa ap
pointed Clerk. In 1899 the same officers were re-elected. 

In 1900, Edward Daily was elected president, Charles S. Hendrick
son and Henry Oakley, trustees, and Eugene Fishel waa appointed 
Clerk. F.. S. Thorpe was elected chief of the fire department. In 1901 
and 1902 the same officers were elected and Eugene Fishel remained 
Clerk. In 1903, Treadwell B. Kellum was elected president, Henry 
Oakley and Charles S. Hendrickson, trustees, Eugene Fishel was ap
pointed Clerk. In 1904, B. B. Wood was elected president, Henry 
Oakley and John Arink, trustees, LeRoy M. Young was appointed 
Clerk. In 1905 and 1906 the officers remained the same, but on Feb
ruary 13, 1906, the resignation of Henry Oakley was accepted and 
Elmer W. Howell was appointed to fill the vacancy. In 1907 B. B. 
Wood was elected president and John H. Arink and Elmer W. Howell, 
truatees, LeRoy M. Young was appointed Clerk. In 1908 Chester 0. 
Ketcham was elected President, Carll Jackson, James C. Burns, trus
tees, and J amea B. Cooper was appointed Clerk. In 1909 and 1910 the 
officers were the same. In 1911 E. S. Alley was elected president and 
David C. Ricketts, who with Carll Jackson formed the Board, and 
James B. Cooper was appointed Clerk. 

The village has made rapid improvements under incorporation and 
now has many advantages over other villages. It is an express station, 
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not without its misfortunes. The Huntington Railroad could not 
compete with the increased use of personal automobiles and 
the rising costs resulting from the United States' entry into World 
War I. On September 23, 1919, the Cross- Island service to 
Amityville ended. However, the original trolley line between 
Huntington and Halesite, sold to the Huntington Traction 
Company, continued until 1927. 

100th Anniversary of the Trolley 

Lines 

These two trolley lines are a fascinating part of Babylon Town 
history. To commemorate the upcoming 100th Anniversaries of 
the Cross-Island Line (August 25, 1909) and the Babylon 
Railroad (June 11, 1910), the Town of Babylon Historic 
Preservation Commission and the Office of Historic Services 
chose the theme "Trolley Days: A History of Trolleys in the Town 
of Babylon," for its Annual History Essay Contest. 

The History Essay Contest has been held since 1989; however, 
this year's contest garnered the highest participation in its 
history. Over 1,800 4th grade students from 17 elementary 
schools throughout the Town of Babylon wrote essays about 
local trolley history. A selection of winning student essays will be 
posted on the Town of Babylon website (www. 
townofbabylon.com ). 

Winning students, whose essays were selected by their 
classroom teachers, received award certificates from Town 
Supervisor Steve Bellone, Town Clerk Carol Quirk, and the 
Historic Preservation Commission, at an awards ceremony held 
at Babylon Town Hall on May 30, 2009. Councilwoman 
Jacqueline A. Gordon and Councilman Tony Martinez were also 
present at the awards ceremony. 

Two other award ceremonies were also held. On April 24, 2009, 
students at the Park Avenue Memorial Elementary School, 
Amityville, received certificates during the school's quarterly 
awards ceremony. Students from the John F. Kennedy 
Intermediate School, Deer Park, received awards certificates 
from Town Clerk Carol Quirk at a school ceremony held on May 
28, 2009. 

Article compiled and written by Mary Cascone, C.A., Director of 
the Office of Historic Services, and Thomas 8. Smith, Town 
Historian, Town of Babylon. 

Reader Comments 
No comments have been posted. Be the first! 

Add Comment 

Other Stories With Comments: 

Article 
Opposition to drilling by Congress is a pain in the 

Comments 
3 
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gas 
Editorial 
Legals 
John Bartow. 45-year volunteer Babylon firefighter 
Edward J. Peterson. Good Samaritan Hospital 
administrator 
Happy Holidays to all! 
William Zaruka. longtime Babylonian. veteran and 
volunteer 
West Babylon Alumni Foundation installs new 
officers 
Heard It On The Grapevine 

2 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

1 
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The Babylon Railroad 

David Sturgis Sprague Sammis, a prominent 
Babylon Village businessman, opened the Surf 
Hotel on Fire Island in 1855. In order to 
transport hotel visitors from the Babylon 
Railroad Station to the ferry docks, Mr. 
Sammis established a horse-drawn trolley line 
in 1871. The horse-drawn line traveled 1.53 
miles from the railroad station, proceeded 
south on Deer Park Avenue, crossed Main 
Street and continued south on Fire Island 
Avenue to the Babylon Docks. The entire 
operation consisted of two trolley cars and two 
horses. 

By 1890, Sammis increased the rolling stock, 
or trolley cars, to three closed cars and one 
open car. The closed cars were enclosed with 
sides, while the open cars were exposed to the 
weather elements. The fare from the railroad 
station to the docks was 6 cents. In response 
to the 1892 cholera epidemic, Mr. Sammis sold 
the Surf Hotel and surrounding property to 
New York State for the quarantine of cholera 
patients. The land that once housed the 
majestic hotel is now part of Robert Moses 
State Park. 

The demise of the Surf Hotel did not destroy 
the trolley business. In 1898, a New York City 
firm purchased the trolley line, known as the 
Babylon Railroad, and installed steam power 
motors in the trolley cars. A steam boiler 
located in the yard north of the Babylon Village 
Odd Fellows Hall generated the necessary 
steam. Steam power was effective, but it was 
unpredictable. After just two years of steam 
power operation, Babylon resident William De 
Garmo leased the trolley company and 
reinstated the horse-drawn service. While 
horse service may have seemed a backwards 
choice, Mr. De Garmo's initial year of operation 
realized the first profit for the Babylon Railroad 
- a total of $1.00. 

The next owner of the Babylon Railroad was 
the Long Island Consolidated Electrical 
Company (a subsidiary of the Long Island 
Railroad), which had plans to electrify the line, 
but the financial Panic of 1907 delayed their 
plans. In 1909, the final transfer of the Babylon 
Railroad occurred when it was purchased by 
the South Shore Traction Company. The name 
"Babylon Railroad" continued to be used. 

By the early 20th Century trolley lines were 
built all over the United States and Long Island 
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was no exception to the "Trolley Fever." The original plans of the 
South Shore Traction Company were to build a 51-mile trolley 
line from Manhattan, through Queens, Freeport, Babylon and 
Patchogue, ending in Brookhaven. Althou.gh the South Shore 
Traction Company operated several small trolley lines, those 
full-scale plans never materialized. 

In 1909, the South Shore Traction Company successfully 
electrified the existing trolley line between the Babylon Railroad 
Station and the docks, and extended the line westward through 
West Babylon, Lindenhurst and Copiague, to the Amityville 
Railroad Station. The approximate route of the Babylon 
Railroad, east to west, was this: starting from the Long Island 
Railroad Station in Babylon Village, the line proceeded west, on 
what is now known as Trolley Line Road; continuing through 
West Babylon, the line traveled along the south side of the Long 
Island Railroad tracks, known as Railroad Avenue; in 
Lindenhurst, where the road becomes Hoffman Avenue, the line 
turned south from Hoffman Avenue along the approximate route 
of East Gates Avenue crossing Broadway to West Gates 
Avenue; entering Copiague from West Gates Avenue, the trolley 
rolled westward down Scudder Avenue to Great Neck Road 
where it turned north and then quickly proceeded west on Oak 
Street; following Oak Street to Amityville, the trolley line ended 
at the Railroad Station. 

On June 11, 1910, a reportedly rainy day, the new electrified 
trolley line officially opened with five small trolley cars, each with 
a capacity of 28 passengers. The fare for stops at West 
Babylon, Lindenhurst and Copiague was 5 cents, while the full 
trip from Amityville to Babylon cost 10 cents. The full trip took 
approximately 35 minutes and trolley cars operated at an 
average of once per hour. 

Stories of trolley mishaps abound. Henry Ellis Willmont, a former 
trolley motorman, recalled that the troltey "used to jump off 
[track] quite a bit and we'd have to run it back on." Others have 
described the need to distribute passenger weight evenly on the 
trolley cars, otherwise the cars would tip. No reported deaths 
were attributed to trolley accidents, but one of the most 
memorable stories of trolleys gone awry was dismaying to many 
Babylon Village residents. On the southwest comer of Main 
Street and Fire Island Avenue, there was once a large, ornate, 
cast-iron drinking fountain for horses. The public fountain was 
'demolished by a trolley that had jumped the track. The fountain 
had been a prominent feature in the heart of the bustling village. 

In his article "Recollections of the Trolleys," published in "A 
Backward Glance" by the Amityville Historical Society, 1980, 
Seth Purdy wrote: "Boys, who lived along the way on Oak Street 
in Copiague, were known to throw a wire onto the overhead 
lines causing a short and an unexpected stop of the car; a thrill 
to the youngsters but an annoyance to the motorman and the 
passengers." 

For ten years, the Babylon Railroad transported residents and 
visitors across the southern part of the Town of Babylon. 
Despite its decadelong service, the trolley business was never a 

http://www.babylonbeacon.com/news/2009/0618/people _ social/0 I 7 .html 

Page 3 of6 

08/25/2009 

vor .GJ/ .GVV'I -



Trolley Days I www.babylonbeacon.com I Babylon Beacon 

profit-making enterprise. On May 25, 1920, the operations of the 
Babylon Railroad ended. 

The Cross-Island Line 

The history of the Cross-Island Line, which ran across Long 
Island, from the Long Island Sound in Huntington to the Great 
South Bay in Amityville, began with the Huntington Railroad 
Company. In 1890, the Huntington Railroad Company 
established a three-mile long horse-drawn trolley line between 
Huntington Village and Halesite on the harbor. 

The line was later purchased by the Long Island Railroad, which 
electrified it in 1898. The electrified line between Halesite and 
Huntington ran for ten years before it was extended 18.5 miles 
to Amityville Village, following the approximate route of the 
present day Route 110. The line traveled south through Melville, 
stopping at both the Farmingdale Railroad Station and the 
Amityville Railroad Station, to the dock in Amityville along the 
Great South Bay. 

The trolley tracks traveled under the Long Island Railroad tracks 
at the Huntington and Farmingdale Railroad Stations, but were 
elevated over the tracks at Amityville. Car barns for the storage 
of trolley cars were maintained at both ends of the line, in 
Halesite and Amityville; and power substations were located at 
the Railroad Stations in Huntington and Farmingdale. 

With construction complete, the Cross-Island Line was officially 
opened on August 25, 1909. The opening day in Amityville was 
a festive occasion, with an automobile parade, fireworks and 
other amusements. Maintaining an hourly schedule, a one-way 
trip, from end to end, lasted 76 minutes. The rolling stock 
consisted of six double-truck, semi-convertible cars and seven 
single trucks, which provided more frequent service to local 
railroad stations. The fare was 30 cents for the full trip, divided 
into six 5-cent zones, each approximately three miles long: (1) 
the Halesite terminal, (2) Huntington Station, (3) the DeForest 
Farm at West Hills, (4) the Duryea Farm at Melville, (5) 
Farmingdale Station, and (6) the terminal at Amityville. A spur 
track from Conklin Street to the Farmingdale Railroad Station 
was created so that trolley passengers could make connections 
with trains to and from Brooklyn and New York City. 

The following year, in 1910, passengers could connect from the 
Cross-Island Line to the Babylon Railroad at the Amityville 
Railroad Station. With so many intersecting trolley lines, 
passengers had an increasing number of travel options. The 
trolleys were a convenient source of transportation for 
commuters, such as those who worked at the Fulton Truck 
Assembly Plant in East Farmingdale. The line was also 
frequented by beach goers traveling between the refreshing 
waters of the Long Island Sound and the Great South Bay. 
Benny Cirincione, a Cross-Island motorman, is remembered as 
serenading passengers with Italian opera arias, while collecting 
fares. 

Comparable to the Babylon Railroad, the Cross-Island Line was 
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